
With The Overland Route From Addis Ababa
Via Eastern Ethiopia Bradt Travel

Are you ready for an unforgettable journey through the enchanting landscapes of
Eastern Ethiopia? Brace yourself for an adventure of a lifetime as we invite you to
embark on the overland route from Addis Ababa, the vibrant capital city, to the
untouched wonders that lie in the east. This article, brought to you by Bradt
Travel, will guide you through the magnificent attractions and hidden gems that
await along the way.

Eastern Ethiopia: Untamed Beauty

Eastern Ethiopia is a region known for its extraordinary diversity, from ancient
cities steeped in history to breathtaking natural wonders that will leave you in
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awe. Venturing eastwards from Addis Ababa, you'll find yourself immersed in a
world of remarkable landscapes, cultural heritage, and fascinating local
communities.
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Discover Historic Harar

Your journey begins in Addis Ababa, where you'll set off on a thrilling drive
towards Harar, one of Ethiopia's oldest and most significant cities. Known as the
"City of Saints," Harar is a UNESCO World Heritage site with a rich cultural
heritage. Stroll through its narrow alleys, visit traditional houses, and experience
the vibrant local markets that showcase the city's unique blend of African, Islamic,
and Christian influences.

Exploring The Rift Valley Lakes
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Continuing eastwards, you'll be captivated by the breathtaking beauty of the Rift
Valley Lakes. These vast bodies of water, including Lake Ziway, Lake Langano,
and Lake Abijatta-Shalla, offer stunning vistas and a diverse array of wildlife. Take
a boat trip, witness flamingos wading in the shallow shores, or simply relax by the
serene lakeside amidst breathtaking sunsets.

Witness The Marvel of Bale Mountains National Park

As you venture deeper into Eastern Ethiopia, make sure to visit Bale Mountains
National Park. Known for its diverse flora and fauna, this UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve offers a one-of-a-kind experience for nature enthusiasts. Hike through
the stunning landscapes, spot rare endemic species like the Ethiopian wolf, and
breathe in the fresh mountain air as you immerse yourself in the tranquility of the
park.
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Unearth The Secrets of The Danakil Depression

Prepare to be mesmerized by the surreal beauty of the Danakil Depression, one
of the hottest places on Earth. This unique geological wonder boasts vibrant
sulfur lakes, lava flows, and colorful mineral deposits that create an otherworldly
atmosphere. Witness the bubbling lava of the Erta Ale volcano, explore the salt
pans, and interact with the Afar people who call this harsh yet captivating
landscape their home.

The Rich Cultural Heritage of Dire Dawa

Your adventure comes to a close in Dire Dawa, a city steeped in history and
cultural heritage. Explore the vibrant local markets, admire the exquisite
architectural gems like the colorful Railway Station, or indulge in the
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mouthwatering Ethiopian cuisine that Dire Dawa is renowned for. Immerse
yourself in the local traditions and celebrations, and let the warmth and
friendliness of the locals leave a lasting impression.

The Overland Route from Addis Ababa via Eastern Ethiopia: A
Journey to Remember

The overland route from Addis Ababa via Eastern Ethiopia is an extraordinary
journey that will ignite your senses and leave you with memories to cherish for a
lifetime. With its diverse landscapes, rich cultural heritage, and captivating
wildlife, this route offers a unique experience for those seeking adventure off the
beaten path. Whether you're a nature lover, history enthusiast, or simply an
explorer at heart, Eastern Ethiopia has something to offer everyone.

So pack your bags, embark on this unforgettable journey, and immerse yourself
in the wonders of Eastern Ethiopia. Let Bradt Travel be your trusted guide as you
discover the hidden treasures that await along the overland route from Addis
Ababa. Brace yourself for an adventure of a lifetime!

Author: John Doe
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The pioneering first edition of this guidebook was the first dedicated entirely to
Somaliland, and this second edition, fully updated and with a foreword by Simon
Reeve, continues Bradt's groundbreaking tradition of publishing highly specialist
guides to newly emerging destinations. Significantly, this new edition also covers
Addis Ababa and eastern Ethiopia - the main gateway into Somaliland. Also
included is a detailed historical and archaeological background to a region whose
wealth of rock art, ancient burial sites, ruined cities and historical ports stretches
back 5,000 years and has links with ancient Egypt and Axum as well as the more
recent Ottoman and British Empires. Comprehensive birdwatching and wildlife
sections include details of where to look for a wealth of endemic and near-
endemic birds and mammals, while the guide also contains the only proper maps
available for the capital Hargeisa and other large towns such as Barao, Berbera
and Boroma, compiled from scratch using GPS.
Somaliland ranks among the world's most obscure and uncharted travel
destinations. It comprises the former colony of British Somaliland, which merged
with its Italian namesake to form the Somali Republic upon attaining
independence in 1960, but unilaterally seceded from the rest of war-torn Somalia
in 1991. Now a peaceful and fully functional self-governing democracy,
Somaliland still awaits official recognition by the UN AU and most other such
organisations more than quarter of a century later. Yet despite its obscurity, this
ancient and largely arid land has much to offer the truly intrepid traveller, and the
low-key, low-rise capital Hargeisa is easily reached by air or overland from
neighbouring Ethiopia.
With this unique guide, discover Las Geel, the most alluring rock art site on the
Horn of Africa; the charmingly decayed Ottoman port of Berbera, which provides
access to some splendid beaches and offshore reefs; the spectacular Daallo
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escarpment, swathed in fragrant evergreen forests that support several endemic
bird species; and the abandoned city of Maduna, the most impressive of several
mediaeval Islamic ruins dotted around the arid interior.
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power to decide our destiny. In...
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