Wilder Girls: An Unsettling Tale of Survival

The Wild Beauty of Rory Power's Wilder Girls

When it comes to captivating young adult novels, Rory Power's Wilder Girls

stands out as a genre-bending masterpiece. Released in 2019, this debut novel
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delves into a dark and haunting story of survival, friendship, and the lengths one

is willing to go to protect those they care about.
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Set in the Raxter School for Girls, an isolated boarding school located on an
island off the coast of Maine, the story unfolds as the students, just like the rest of
the world, grapple with the aftermath of the Tox. This mysterious and deadly
disease, which has infected the entire island, causes grotesque mutations among
those affected. The richly descriptive narrative takes readers on a journey

through the eerie and unforgiving landscape of the isolated island.

The Looming Fear of the Unknown

Power's writing style effectively builds suspense and tension, leaving readers on
the edge of their seats. Her vivid descriptions create a sense of intimacy with the
characters and their surroundings, making the reader experience the same fear

and uncertainty that the protagonist, Hetty, and her friends face every day.

The author masterfully explores the themes of identity and transformation. As the

girls undergo physical and emotional changes due to the Tox, they question who
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they were before and who they are becoming. Each character undergoes a

unique metamorphosis, bringing to light the complexities of the human condition.

“"Wilder Girls is a thrilling page-turner that keeps you guessing
until the end. Power's ability to create a believable and immersive
world makes this novel hard to put down." - The New York Times”

The Power of Friendship

At the heart of Wilder Girls lies a powerful exploration of friendship and loyalty.
The bond between Hetty, Byatt, and Reese is tested as they navigate the horrors
of the Tox and make gut-wrenching choices to ensure each other's survival.
Power beautifully captures the complexity of friendship, showcasing both its

strength and fragility in the face of adversity.

A Timely and Relevant Narrative

Wilder Girls tackles important themes that resonate with our society today. Power
addresses topics such as isolation, corruption, and the consequences of

unchecked power, highlighting the human capacity for both resilience and cruelty.
As readers dive into this dystopian world, they will find themselves engrossed in a

thought-provoking and impactful narrative.

Embrace the Unsettling Legend

In a market saturated with young adult novels, Rory Power's Wilder Girls breaks
the mold and delivers a truly unique reading experience. With its immersive
storytelling, relatable characters, and chillingly beautiful prose, this debut novel is

not one to be missed.
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AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER!

"The perfect kind of story for our current era."—Hypable

Featured in Vulture’s "11 Books to Read If You Already Miss Yellowjackets"!
From the author of Burn Our Bodies Down, a feminist Lord of the Flies about
three best friends living in quarantine at their island boarding school, and the
lengths they go to uncover the truth of their confinement when one disappears.

This fresh debut is a mind-bending novel unlike anything you've read before.

It's been eighteen months since the Raxter School for Girls was put under

quarantine. Since the Tox hit and pulled Hetty's life out from under her.

It started slow. First the teachers died one by one. Then it began to infect the
students, turning their bodies strange and foreign. Now, cut off from the rest of
the world and left to fend for themselves on their island home, the girls don't dare
wander outside the school's fence, where the Tox has made the woods wild and
dangerous. They wait for the cure they were promised as the Tox seeps into

everything.
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But when Byatt goes missing, Hetty will do anything to find her, even if it means
breaking quarantine and braving the horrors that lie beyond the fence. And when
she does, Hetty learns that there's more to their story, to their life at Raxter, than

she could have ever thought true.

And don't miss Rory Power's second novel, Burn Our Bodies Down!

Praise for Wilder Girls:

4 STARRED REVIEWS!

"Take Annihilation, add a dash of Contagion, set it at an all-girls' academy, and
you'll arrive at Rory Power's occasionally shocking and always gripping Wilder
Girls."--Refinery29

"This thrilling saga...is sure to be one of the season's most talked-about books, in

any genre."--EW

"Fresh and horrible and beautiful....readers will be consumed and altered by
Wilder Girls."--NPR
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