
What Your Professors Really Want You To
Know About Succeeding In College
College can be an exciting and challenging time in a student's life. It is a time of
growth and self-discovery, where individuals navigate through a world of new
ideas and experiences. However, it can also be a daunting journey filled with
uncertainty and stress. To help you succeed in college, we have compiled a list of
insights that your professors want you to know.

1. Attend Classes and Be Present

One of the most important aspects of succeeding in college is attending classes
regularly. Professors notice when students are absent, and it can impact your
overall performance. Additionally, being present both physically and mentally
during class shows respect for your professors and peers.

2. Time Management is Key

College life can be overwhelming with a myriad of assignments, projects, and
social activities. Effective time management skills are crucial to stay on top of
these responsibilities. Create a schedule, prioritize tasks, and allocate dedicated
study time to ensure academic success.
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3. Communicate with Your Professors

Your professors are there to guide and support you. If you have questions or
concerns about the course material, don't hesitate to reach out to them. Building
a relationship with your professors can lead to valuable insights and potential
opportunities.

4. Take Advantage of Resources

Most colleges offer a wide range of resources to help students succeed
academically. From tutoring services to writing centers, make use of these
resources to enhance your learning experience. They exist for a reason, so take
advantage of them!

5. Actively Participate in Class

Participation in class can significantly impact your overall understanding of the
subject matter. Engage in discussions, ask questions, and share your thoughts.
This not only demonstrates your interest but also allows you to gain a deeper
understanding of the material.

6. Develop Strong Study Habits

Studying effectively is a skill that can be developed over time. Experiment with
different study techniques to find what works best for you. Whether it's creating
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flashcards, forming study groups, or utilizing mnemonic devices, find the method
that helps you retain information most effectively.

7. Seek a Balance

College life is not solely about academics. It's important to seek a balance
between your studies and personal life. Take breaks, engage in extracurricular
activities, and make time for self-care. A healthy work-life balance can greatly
contribute to your overall success and well-being.

8. Embrace Failure as a Learning Opportunity

Failure is a natural part of the learning process. Don't be discouraged by
setbacks, but instead, view them as opportunities for growth. Learn from your
mistakes, adapt, and strive for improvement. Your professors understand this,
and they appreciate the effort you put into overcoming challenges.

9. Be Open to Different Perspectives

College is a melting pot of diverse ideas and cultures. Embrace the opportunity to
learn from people with different backgrounds and perspectives. Engage in
respectful discussions and be open to challenging your own beliefs. This will not
only enrich your college experience but also prepare you for a globalized world.

10. Believe in Yourself

Lastly, have confidence in your abilities and believe in yourself. College can be
tough, but remember that you were accepted into your program for a reason.
Trust in your knowledge, skills, and potential. With determination and
perseverance, you will undoubtedly succeed.

By keeping these insights in mind, you can maximize your college experience
and achieve the success you desire. Remember that your professors are there to



support you on your journey, so make the most of their guidance. College is a
transformative time, and by embracing these tips, you can truly thrive.
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The essential survival guide for college students

Getting into college takes plenty of hard work, but knowing what your professors
expect of you once you get there can be even more challenging. Will This Be on
the Test? is the essential survival guide for high-school students making the
transition to college academics. In this entertaining and informative book, Dana
Johnson shares wisdom and wit gleaned from her decades of experience as an
award-winning teacher in the freshman classroom—lessons that will continue to
serve you long after college graduation.

Johnson offers invaluable insights into how college academics differs from high
school. She reveals how to maximize what you learn and develop good
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relationships with your professors, while explaining how you fit into the learning
environment of college. Answering the questions that many new college students
don’t think to ask, Johnson provides tactical tips on getting the most out of office
hours, e-mailing your professor appropriately, and optimizing your performance
on assignments and exams. She gives practical advice on using the syllabus to
your advantage, knowing how to address your instructors, and making sure
you’re not violating the academic ethics code. The book also offers invaluable
advice about online courses and guidance for parents who want to help their
children succeed.

Will This Be on the Test? shows you how to work with your professors to get the
education, grades, and recommendations you need to thrive in the classroom and
beyond.
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