
What You Need To Know To Succeed In AP
World History
Are you a high school student taking the AP World History course? Do you want
to succeed and get a top score on the exam? Well, you've come to the right
place! In this article, we will provide you with all the information you need to know
to excel in AP World History. Whether you're struggling with content or seeking
effective study strategies, we've got you covered. So, let's dive right in and set
you on the path to success!

The Content Breakdown

AP World History is an expansive course that covers the history of the world from
prehistory to the present day. It's an ambitious and challenging curriculum that
requires a strong foundation in historical knowledge. The course is divided into
six different time periods, starting from Period 1 (up to 600 BCE) all the way to
Period 6 (present day).

To succeed in AP World History, you need to have a deep understanding of each
time period. Take your time to read the assigned texts carefully and actively
engage with the material. Make sure to review the key concepts, themes, and
events of each era. As you progress through the course, you will notice how
events are interconnected, so it's crucial to have a holistic approach to studying.
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While it's important to remember specific dates and figures, the exam also tests
your ability to analyze and interpret historical information. Don't simply memorize
facts; understand the significance of each event and its impact on the global
stage. Develop critical thinking skills by connecting historical phenomena to
broader themes such as social, political, economic, and cultural developments.
This will not only impress your examiners but also deepen your understanding of
the subject.

Effective Study Strategies

Now that we have covered the content breakdown, let's move on to some
effective study strategies that will help you succeed in AP World History. Here are
a few tips to keep in mind:

1. Create a Study Schedule

Effective time management is essential when preparing for the AP World History
exam. Create a study schedule that allows you to cover all the material while
leaving enough time for revision and practice tests. Stick to your schedule and
make the most out of your study sessions.
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2. Use Visual Aids

Visual aids such as timelines, maps, and infographics can greatly enhance your
understanding of the course material. Create your own or utilize resources
available online to visualize the connections between different regions,
civilizations, and time periods. Visual aids make it easier to remember and recall
crucial details during the exam.

3. Practice Document Analysis

One of the key components of the AP World History exam is document analysis.
Familiarize yourself with the types of primary and secondary sources that may
appear on the test. Practice analyzing these documents, identifying their bias,
purpose, and historical context. This skill will be invaluable, especially during the
document-based question section of the exam.

4. Join Study Groups

Study groups can be a great way to reinforce your understanding of the material.
Engage in discussions with your classmates, exchange notes, and challenge
each other with practice questions. Explaining concepts to others is an effective
way to solidify your own knowledge.

5. Review Past Exam Questions

Reviewing past exam questions will give you an idea of the test format and the
types of questions that may be asked. Practice answering these questions under
timed conditions to simulate the actual exam experience. Pay attention to the
language used in the questions and the specific details the examiners are looking
for in your responses.

Succeeding in AP World History requires dedication, hard work, and effective
study strategies. By familiarizing yourself with the course content, developing



critical thinking skills, and implementing these study strategies, you will be well-
prepared to tackle the AP World History exam. Remember, success in this course
is not solely determined by your memory of dates and figures; it's about
understanding the significance of historical events and their impact on the world.

So, use the tips outlined in this article, and go conquer that AP World History
exam! Good luck!
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This book covers the most important topics of AP World History. After taking notes
from Honors World and AP World History, I decided to compile the most relevant
events in this book. "What You Need to Know to Succeed in AP World History"
provides you with a narration of World History to review for the exam, as well as
an explanation of the expectations of the SAQ/DBQ/LEQ rubrics. Friends who
read it left me feedback that they could use it as a study guide to prepare for the
exam. I hope you also find this book of use.
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