
Wall Smacker: The Saga Of The Speedway
Motorsports History
From the early days of automobile racing to the modern age of high-speed tracks,
the history of Speedway Motorsports is filled with thrilling races, heart-stopping
moments, and a legacy of wall-smacking action. In this article, we dive deep into
the epic saga of Speedway Motorports, uncovering its origins and recounting the
unforgettable stories that have shaped the sport we know and love today.

1. Birth of a Legacy

It all began in the mid-1950s when the visionary businessman, Bruton Smith, saw
an opportunity in the rising popularity of motorsports. With a determination like no
other, Smith embarked on a mission to build the ultimate racetrack that would
surpass all others. And so, the legendary Charlotte Motor Speedway was born.

With its high-banked turns and lightning-fast straightaways, the Charlotte Motor
Speedway soon became the benchmark for all other tracks. Drivers from across
the country flocked to challenge its speed and put their skills to the test. It was
here that the true spirit of wall-smacking racing came to life.
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2. The Age of Innovation

As Speedway Motorsports continued to gain momentum, innovation became the
name of the game. Smith, always searching for ways to push the boundaries,
introduced revolutionary features to the tracks. The of track lighting allowed fans
to witness the intense battles under the lights, creating an electrifying atmosphere
like no other.

In addition to lighting, Smith also pioneered the use of high-definition video
screens, ensuring that no fan would miss a moment of the intense racing action.
These technological advancements only added to the allure of wall-smacking
races, driving more spectators and dedicated drivers into the sport.

3. Rivalry and Redemption

As Speedway Motorsports continued to grow, so did the rivalries between drivers,
teams, and even tracks. These intense rivalries created some of the most thrilling
moments in racing history. Whether it was the legendary battles between Richard
Petty and David Pearson or the fierce competition between Dale Earnhardt and
Jeff Gordon, these rivalries elevated wall-smacking racing to new heights.

But with rivalry comes redemption. Drivers who experienced their fair share of
wall-smacking crashes often rose from the ashes, defying the odds and capturing
the hearts of fans everywhere. The tales of resilience and determination became
synonymous with the sport, inspiring a new generation of racers to pursue their
dreams.

4. The Evolution of Safety
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As the speeds increased and the intensity on the track grew, so did the
importance of safety. Speedway Motorsports became a driving force in
implementing safety innovations that would protect the lives of drivers. From the
of the SAFER Barrier to the development of stronger car chassis, Speedway
Motorsports dedicated itself to ensuring the well-being of its athletes.

These safety advancements not only reduced the number of wall-smacking
incidents but also revolutionized the entire motorsports industry. Today, drivers
can confidently push their limits on the track, knowing that their safety is a top
priority.

5. The Legends Live On

No article about Speedway Motorsports would be complete without mentioning
the legendary figures who have left an indelible mark on the sport. From the
unparalleled success of Richard Petty to the untimely loss of Dale Earnhardt,
these heroes have become larger than life. Their stories and achievements
continue to inspire fans, reminding us of the wall-smacking battles they waged
and the contributions they made to the sport.

Today, Speedway Motorsports continues to evolve and thrive, introducing new
tracks, hosting monumental events, and giving rise to a new generation of racing
prodigies. The spirit of wall-smacking racing lives on, reminding us of our love for
speed, competition, and the indomitable human spirit.

The saga of Speedway Motorsports is a testament to the power of passion,
innovation, and resilience. Through its founding, growth, rivalries, safety
advancements, and legendary figures, Speedway Motorsports has firmly
cemented itself as a cornerstone of the motorsports world. As we look to the



future, we can only anticipate more wall-smacking action and unforgettable
moments yet to come.
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“ …The pages that follow are not offered as an attempt at literary style or
excellence. I am far from being a writer, and, to tell the truth, “Wall Smacker” was
the hardest task I’ve ever undertaken. It was my good fortune, however, to have
had my career as an automobile racing driver during a glamorous and pioneering
period of the sport era both in America and on the Continent that produced many
immortals of the “Roaring Road,” and was packed with events and incidents of
unusual interest to all followers of speed.Many of my friends, realizing this, have
urged me repeatedly to write my reminiscences in the form of an autobiography.
Here, at last they are. I’ll feel fully repaid for my efforts if this book is entertaining,
and happy, indeed, if it serves to keep alive at least a few of the episodes of a
great chapter in the history of American automobile racing…”Peter De Paolo -
November 1st, 1935.(Peter De Paolo was the American race car driver who won
the 1925 Indianapolis 500)
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