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seasons are one such tale that mesmerizes football enthusiasts even today. At
the heart of this legendary saga is one man, David Lee Morgan – a coach,
mentor, and visionary who transformed the Tigers into an unstoppable
powerhouse during their remarkable 15-season run. Join us on an epic journey
as we unravel the captivating story of David Lee Morgan and the Massillon
Tigers' football legacy.

The Birth of a Legend

Back in 1984, David Lee Morgan took over the helm as the head coach of the
Massillon Tigers football team. Little did anyone know that this moment would
mark the beginning of the most extraordinary journey in Ohio high school football
history.
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Morgan, a charismatic leader with an unparalleled football acumen, believed in
the power of technique, discipline, and teamwork. His attention to detail and
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tireless effort to elevate the standards of the team soon yielded remarkable
results. The Tigers, once considered underdogs, started to topple football giants
one after another. It was during this time that the legendary "15 For 15" tradition
began, signifying the team's commitment to winning 15 games each season, a
feat unparalleled in Ohio high school football history.

The Mastermind behind Success

David Lee Morgan wasn't just a coach; he was a mentor who instilled life values
in his players. Under his guidance, the Massillon Tigers became more than just a
football team – they became brothers united with a common purpose. Families,
friends, and the entire community rallied behind them, creating an electric
atmosphere in each game. Morgan's ability to create such a strong bond within
the team was pivotal in their consistent success.

But it wasn't all smooth sailing. The Tigers faced numerous challenges every
season, testing their resilience and character. Morgan, ever the optimist,
constantly found innovative solutions – ensuring that each player was ready, both
mentally and physically, to face any obstacle that came their way. It is this never-
give-up attitude that propelled the Massillon Tigers to unprecedented glory and
ignited the spirit of invincibility in their hearts.

The Game-Changing Moments

The journey of the Massillon Tigers and David Lee Morgan was filled with
breathtaking moments that have now become part of football folklore. Whether it
was defeating rival high schools against all odds, overcoming injuries, or
delivering awe-inspiring comebacks, the Tigers consistently pushed the
boundaries of what was considered possible.



One such memorable moment was during the championship game against their
fierce rival, the Canton McKinley Bulldogs. With seconds left on the clock, fate
stood at a crossroad. The Tigers were trailing by five points, and their dream of a
perfect season was on the line. In a display of sheer heroism, Morgan called a
play that shocked everyone. The Tigers executed flawlessly, scoring a touchdown
that not only won them the game but etched their names in the annals of football
history forever.

Leaving a Lasting Legacy

After 15 incredible seasons, David Lee Morgan retired as the head coach of the
Massillon Tigers. His legacy, however, continues to reverberate throughout the
world of football. The impact he made on his players, the community, and the
game itself is immeasurable. Morgan's philosophy of resilience, discipline, and
teamwork remains a guiding light for aspiring athletes to this day.

The Massillon Tigers' "15 For 15" tradition, born out of Morgan's unwavering
determination, will forever be remembered as a symbol of excellence. It
represents the spirit of pushing the boundaries, defying expectations, and
achieving greatness against all odds.

A Tale that Transcends Time

Today, as fans reminisce about the Massillon Tigers' incredible journey, one name
echoes through the ages – David Lee Morgan. His strategic brilliance, his
profound influence on the lives of those he coached, and his unwavering
commitment to success have made him a legendary figure in the world of football.

In the hearts of Massillon Tigers supporters, the story of David Lee Morgan will
forever be etched – a story of passion, integrity, and an uncompromising pursuit
of greatness. As the years go by, the tale of the Tigers' "15 For 15" seasons will



continue to captivate, inspire, and remind us all that in football and in life, with the
right mindset, dedication, and a burning desire, the impossible can indeed
become possible.
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After playing 4 quarters of hard-fought football games, the Massillon Tiger football
team gathered in a circle at the center of every football field they played on in
2019 to do 15 pushups—a pushup for every game it would take to lead them to
the State Championship game. The mantra for the season became: 15 for 15.
Each pushup is represented as a chapter in this book and a different piece of the
puzzle that explains the football town of Massillon, Ohio. In this dramatic and
entertaining book, Author and Tiger running back coach, David Lee Morgan, Jr.
shares stories that offer a unique and unequaled perspective into the 2019
season and the Tigers' quest for that elusive state championship. The Massillon
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Tiger football program isn't a typical high school football program. It's a ministry of
football with the first season dating back to 1894. In this small, midwestern Ohio
rust belt town, the community has rallied around this team every Friday at the
historic Paul Brown Tiger Stadium (capacity 16,000) for decades. The school has
produced numerous NFL standouts, including coaching legend and Hall of Famer
Paul Brown. The Massillon support, locally and nationwide, is unrivaled and is
arguably one of the most recognizable and successful high school football
programs in the country. The Massillon Tigers: 15 for 15 is the next generation's
Friday Night Lights—the powerful tale of one of the most storied high school
football programs anywhere in the country and their magical 2019 season, as told
by an award-winning author and journalist who enjoyed unlimited access to the
players, coaches, and families through his role as the running backs coach.
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