
Unveiling Bangkok's hidden gems: A majestic
journey through Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, and
more in 2022
When one thinks of Bangkok, vibrant street markets, ornate temples, and
mouthwatering street food come to mind. But beyond the glitz and glamour of the
bustling city lies a treasure trove of ancient wonders waiting to be discovered. In
this comprehensive guide, we invite you to embark on a transformative journey
through the temples of Bangkok, Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, and beyond in 2022.

Unraveling the mystical allure of Bangkok's temples

The heart and soul of Thai culture can be found within the sacred walls of its
temples. As you explore the vibrant city of Bangkok, make a pilgrimage to some
of its most revered temples, such as Wat Phra Kaew, Wat Arun, and Wat Pho.
Marvel at the intricate details of golden Buddhas, witness elaborate ceremonies,
and immerse yourself in the spiritual aura that envelops these ancient structures.

But the journey doesn't stop there. Venture beyond the city limits and discover
hidden gems that will transport you back in time.
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Step into history in Sukhothai

A few hundred kilometers north of Bangkok lies Sukhothai, the birthplace of Thai
civilization and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This ancient city, once the capital
of the Kingdom of Sukhothai, is adorned with stunning temples and ruins that
offer a glimpse into Thailand's rich history.

As you stroll through the Sukhothai Historical Park, you'll encounter majestic
temples like Wat Mahathat, Wat Si Chum, and Wat Phra Phai Luang. Each
structure tells its own story of a bygone era, its weathered walls preserving
centuries of wisdom and artistry.

Whether you choose to explore on foot, rent a bicycle, or hop on a guided tour,
Sukhothai promises a truly enchanting experience.

Ayutthaya: Where the past meets the present

Just a stone's throw away from Bangkok lies another UNESCO World Heritage
Site – Ayutthaya. Once a thriving capital of the Kingdom of Ayutthaya, this
historical city now serves as a testament to the grandeur that once was.

Wandering through the Ayutthaya Historical Park, you'll be greeted by the iconic
silhouette of Wat Mahathat, famous for the Buddha head entwined in the roots of
a Bodhi tree. Other must-visit temples include Wat Phra Ram, Wat Ratchaburana,
and Wat Chaiwatthanaram, each showcasing unique architectural styles and
awe-inspiring relics.

A visit to Ayutthaya is not complete without a scenic boat ride along the Chao
Phraya River, offering a captivating view of the city's ancient ruins and the chance
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to witness the captivating sunset as it paints the sky in vivid hues.

Off the beaten path: Chiang Mai and beyond

While Bangkok, Sukhothai, and Ayutthaya are undeniably captivating, there is
more to Thailand than meets the eye. For a truly authentic Thai experience,
venture up north to Chiang Mai. Nestled amidst lush mountains and surrounded
by a moat, this ancient city is renowned for its traditional temples, warm
hospitality, and vibrant night markets.

Explore the sacred temple of Wat Phra That Doi Suthep, perched on a mountain
overlooking Chiang Mai. Discover the hidden monk's trail leading to Wat Palad, a
serene temple tucked away in the jungle. Immerse yourself in the local culture as
you participate in a traditional alms-giving ceremony at Wat Chedi Luang.

But the wonders of Thailand extend beyond Chiang Mai. Consider visiting other
hidden gems like Pai, a picturesque town nestled in a valley known for its natural
hot springs and waterfalls. Or venture even further to the stunning islands of
Phuket or Koh Phi Phi, where pristine beaches meet turquoise waters.

Preparing for your transformative Thai adventure in 2022

As you plan your journey through the temples of Bangkok, Sukhothai, Ayutthaya,
and beyond, it's essential to be prepared.

Ensure you have the necessary travel documents, visas, and vaccinations well in
advance. Research the best time to visit each destination, as weather conditions
can affect your experience.

When exploring temples, remember to dress modestly as a sign of respect. Pack
lightweight, breathable clothing and comfortable shoes to navigate the sprawling
temple complexes.



To fully immerse yourself in the local culture, consider learning a few basic
phrases in Thai. The locals will appreciate your effort and it will enhance your
overall experience.

Lastly, be open to embracing the unknown, as Thailand has a way of surprising
and enchanting even the most seasoned travelers.

Embark on a transformative journey through time

As you embark on this journey through the temples of Bangkok, Sukhothai,
Ayutthaya, and beyond in 2022, prepare to be captivated by the beauty, history,
and spirituality that Thailand has to offer.

Uncover the hidden stories etched within weathered walls, listen as ancient
whispers guide your steps, and let the vibrant colors and rich flavors of Thai
culture awaken your senses.

Get ready to witness the transformative power of travel and embrace the splendor
of Thailand's temples.
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RECENTLY UPDATED FOR 2022! With nearly 200 high-resolution images, maps
and detailed site profiles, this is the definitive travel guide to Thailand and its
temples in Bangkok, Ayutthaya and Sukhothai.

The temples of Thailand — overflowing with golden Buddhas, soaring spires and
glistening surfaces of infinite complexity — stir the spirit, inviting contemplation
and wonder. This Approach Guide reveals the country’s best art and architecture
from its three great historical capitals: Sukhothai (1238-1368), Ayutthaya (1350-
1767), and Bangkok (1782-present). It is yours to discover.

What’s in this guidebook

 Art and architecture review. We provide an overview of Thai art and
architecture, isolating trademark features that you will see again and again while
touring. To make things come alive, we have packed our review with high-
resolution images.

 Tour of the highlights. Following our tradition of being the most valuable
resource for culture-focused travelers, we offer a tour of Sukhothai, Ayutthaya
and Bangkok’s greatest Buddhist monuments (itinerary below). For each, we
reveal its most important architectural and decorative features and offer a
discussion that ties it all together.

 Advice for getting the best cultural experience. To help you plan your visit, this
guidebook offers logistical advice, maps and links to online resources. Plus, we
give our personal tips for getting the most from your experience while on location.
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 Information the way you like it. As with all of our guides, this book is optimized
for intuitive, quick navigation; information is organized into bullet points to make
absorption easy; and images are marked up with text that explains important
features.

 NEW! Customers can now print this guidebook with our new PDF-on-Demand
service. See the final chapter in the book for details.

TOUR ITINERARY
To help with prioritization, must-see temple sites in each city are marked with
asterisks (*).

 Sukhothai: Wat Chang Lom, Wat Chedi Si Hong, Wat Chetuphon, Wat
Mahathat*, Wat Phra Phai Luang, Wat Sa Si, Wat Saphan Hin, Wat Si Sawai*,
Wat Si Chum*, Wat Trapang Ngoen, Wat Trapang Thong Lang.
Si Satchanalai (Sukhothai daytrip): Wat Chedi Cha ng Lom*, Wat Chedi Chet
Thaew*, Wat Khao Phanom Phloeng, Wat Khao Suwan Khiri, Wat Nang Phaya.

 Ayutthaya: Wat Chai Watthanaram, Wat Mahathat*, Wat Maheyong*, Wat Na
Phra Men*, Wat Phu Khao Thong, Wat Phutthaisawan, Wat Ratchaburana*, Wat
Si Sanphet*, Wat Suwandararam*, Wat Yai Chai Mongkon.

 Bangkok: Buddhaisawan chapel*, Wat Arun*, Wat Benchamabophit, Wat
Bowornivet, Wat Khrua Wan*, Wat Pho aka Chetuphon*, Wat Phra Kaeo*, Wat
Suthat,* Wat Suwannaram*.

ABOUT APPROACH GUIDES
Travel guidebooks for the ultra curious, Approach Guides reveal a destination’s



essence by exploring a compelling aspect of its cultural heritage: art, architecture,
history, food, or wine.

PRAISE FOR APPROACH GUIDES
Compulsive (and compulsively informed) travelers, the Raezers are the
masterminds behind the downloadable Approach Guides, which are filled with a
university course-worth of history and insights for 62 destinations worldwide.
WHY WE LOVE IT: The Raezers share our desire for deep, well-researched
information on the wonders of the world.
- Travel + Leisure
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