
Unlock Your Vocabulary: Explore the High
Frequency GRE Words
Are you planning to take the GRE exam but feel overwhelmed by the vast amount
of vocabulary? Don't worry! In this article, we will delve into the essential high
frequency GRE words that will not only help you improve your vocabulary but
also increase your chances of scoring higher in the verbal section of the exam.

The GRE (Graduate Record Examination) is a standardized test widely used for
graduate or business school admissions. It assesses a variety of skills including
analytical writing, verbal reasoning, and quantitative reasoning. Among these, the
verbal section is notorious for its extensive vocabulary component.

To tackle this challenging section effectively, it is crucial to master a broad range
of high frequency words that frequently appear on the GRE. These words not
only enhance your understanding of written and spoken English but also enable
you to comprehend complex texts and articulate your thoughts more precisely.
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Why Focus on High Frequency GRE Words?

The GRE verbal section primarily tests your ability to comprehend and analyze
written passages, identify the author's tone and purpose, and draw inferences. To
excel in these areas, having a strong vocabulary is essential.

However, memorizing a vast collection of words can be overwhelming and might
not yield the desired results. By focusing on high frequency GRE words, you
maximize your chances of encountering those words on the exam, which allows
you to leverage your efforts and time effectively.

What Are High Frequency GRE Words?

High frequency GRE words are those vocabulary words that are commonly found
in various Gre exam materials. They encompass a wide array of words from
different domains such as literature, science, history, and more. These words
indicate a higher degree of importance compared to others, as they tend to recur
significantly in GRE exams.

One approach to identifying high frequency words is by referring to GRE word
lists compiled by experts and test-takers over the years. These lists often include
words that have appeared frequently in previous exams or well-regarded study
materials.

Additionally, you can also refer to word frequency analysis tools and corpora like
the Academic Word List (AWL) or the Corpus of Contemporary American English
(COCA) to identify words that occur more frequently in academic or professional
contexts.
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Strategies to Learn and Retain High Frequency GRE Words

1. Contextual Learning

Maintaining an ongoing relationship with words is crucial for effective retention.
Simply memorizing a list of words without understanding their nuances and
context can lead to forgetting them quickly.

Instead, strive to learn words in meaningful contexts. Read widely across different
genres to encounter words in various linguistic contexts. Keep a vocabulary
journal where you note down words you come across during your reading or
while watching movies or TV shows.

Furthermore, aim to understand the connotations and usage of words by
exploring synonyms, antonyms, and example sentences. This approach helps
you develop a deeper understanding of each word and its related lexical network.

2. Mnemonic Techniques

Mnemonic devices are memory aids that assist in retaining information.
Employing these techniques can be immensely helpful, especially when
memorizing complex definitions or word relationships.

Various mnemonic techniques can be used, such as acronyms, visualizations,
rhymes, or creating associations with familiar concepts or images. By linking the
new word to an existing mental framework or constructing vivid mental images,
you can significantly enhance recall.

3. Flashcards and Spaced Repetition

Flashcards are a versatile tool for vocabulary acquisition. Create flashcards with
the word on one side and its definition, synonym, or sample sentence on the



other side. Test yourself regularly by reviewing the cards, placing more emphasis
on words you find challenging.

Implementing a spaced repetition system also aids memory retention. Instead of
cramming all the words in one study session, space out your revision sessions
over time. Gradually increase the intervals between review sessions as you
become more familiar with the words.

Resources for High Frequency GRE Words

Now that you understand the importance of high frequency GRE words and how
to effectively learn and retain them, it's time to explore some valuable resources
that will assist you in your journey:

1. GRE Word Lists: Several GRE word lists compiled by experts and previous
test-takers are available online. These lists often categorize words based on their
frequency and difficulty level, enabling you to focus on the most important words.

2. Vocabulary Building Apps: There are numerous mobile applications specifically
designed for GRE vocabulary building. These apps provide flashcards, quizzes,
and other interactive features to assist you in learning and retaining words on the
go.

3. Online Vocabulary Courses: Several platforms offer comprehensive GRE
vocabulary courses that cover high frequency words along with contextual usage,
synonyms, antonyms, and sample sentences. These courses often include
quizzes and practice exercises to reinforce learning.

4. Digital Vocabulary Flashcards: Online platforms and websites offer digital
flashcards with high frequency GRE words. These digital flashcards often come



with additional features, such as pronunciation audio, example sentences, and
customizable flashcard sets.

5. Vocabulary-Building Books: Numerous books cater specifically to GRE
vocabulary building. These books compile high frequency words and provide
strategies for effective learning and retention. Additionally, many books
incorporate exercises and practice tests for further reinforcement.

Mastering high frequency GRE words is a crucial step in achieving success in the
verbal section of the GRE exam. By strategically allocating your efforts to learn
and retain words that frequently appear on the exam, you can enhance your
overall performance and boost your confidence.

Remember to employ contextual learning, mnemonic techniques, and spaced
repetition to solidify your vocabulary acquisition. Utilize the recommended
resources and find a learning method that suits your preferences and learning
style.

With dedication, perseverance, and an effective vocabulary-building strategy, you
will unlock a whole new level of understanding and articulation, giving you the
edge you need to excel in the GRE exam and beyond.
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Learn words visually! This pictorial book series in nine parts will help you learn,
remember and review 2,000+ high frequency GRE words. A range of techniques
like root words, visuals, thematic presentation etc., are employed to make
vocabulary building so much easy and fun!

The entire GRE word list has been painstakingly divided into three major themes
– Personalities of People, Qualities of Things and Study of Subjects. Each theme
has three parts, making it a total nine-part series.

Personalities of People: In the three parts of personality presentations, people’s
traits such as being friendly and hateful, happy and sad, lazy and hardworking,
praise and criticism, ethical and corrupt, innocent and cunning etc., are covered.

Qualities of Things: In the three parts of quality presentations, words related to
time and money, reducing vs. worsening, taking back and giving up, harmonious
vs. discordant, similar vs. contrast and such qualities are covered.

Study of Subjects: In the final set of three study presentations, the focus is on
various subject matters such as biology, spirituality, language, theater, logic,
knowledge and government.

So, what are you waiting for? Dig in and have some fun!
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