
Theory And Applications To Biology Princeton
In Applied Mathematics 44
Princeton University has long been a pioneer in the field of applied mathematics.
The Theory and Applications to Biology course, offered by Princeton's Applied
Mathematics Department, is recognized as one of the finest in the world. With its
emphasis on mathematical modeling and analysis, this course provides students
with a solid foundation in applying mathematical principles to solve biological
problems. In this article, we will delve into the details of the Theory and
Applications to Biology course at Princeton, exploring its relevance and impact on
the field of biology.

The Importance of Applied Mathematics in Biology

Before exploring the details of this course, it is essential to understand the
significance of applied mathematics in the field of biology. Over the years, biology
has transformed from a purely descriptive science to a quantitative discipline.
Mathematical models and analytical techniques have become crucial in
understanding complex biological systems.

Applied mathematics provides biologists with a set of tools to analyze biological
phenomena, predict outcomes, and understand underlying mechanisms. By
utilizing mathematical equations and algorithms, researchers can simulate and
study dynamic biological systems, such as population dynamics, fluid mechanics
in cells, and biochemical reactions.
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About the Course

The Theory and Applications to Biology course is part of Princeton University's
Applied Mathematics Program. It is specifically designed to bridge the gap
between mathematics and biology, equipping students with the skills required to
analyze biological phenomena through a mathematical lens.

This course covers a wide range of topics, from the basics of mathematical
modeling to complex theories and applications in biology. Students will learn how
to develop mathematical models, numerically implement them, and analyze the
results to gain insights into biological systems.

Throughout the course, students will explore various mathematical methods
commonly used in biology, such as differential equations, network theory,
optimization techniques, and statistical analysis. The course emphasizes hands-
on problem-solving, with students working on real-world biological problems and
projects.

Relevance to Biology
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The Theory and Applications to Biology course has a direct impact on the field of
biology by enabling researchers to tackle complex problems and gain a deeper
understanding of biological systems. By applying mathematical techniques,
biologists can make predictions, test hypotheses, and uncover hidden patterns.

One of the significant applications of applied mathematics in biology is in the field
of epidemiology. Mathematical models have played a crucial role in
understanding the dynamics of infectious diseases, helping to develop strategies
for disease control and prevention.

Mathematical modeling has also been instrumental in studying ecological
systems, such as predator-prey interactions, population dynamics, and
biodiversity. By constructing mathematical models based on observed data,
biologists can study the impact of various factors on these systems and make
informed predictions.

Impact and Success Stories

The Theory and Applications to Biology course at Princeton has produced many
success stories in the field of biology. Countless researchers who have taken this
course have made significant contributions by applying mathematical techniques
to biology.

For instance, Dr. Mary Franklin, a former student of the course, used
mathematical modeling to analyze the patterns of gene expression during
embryonic development. Her groundbreaking research provided valuable insights
into the regulation of gene networks and how they influence development.

Another success story is Dr. John Harrison, who applied mathematical
optimization techniques to design drug dosing regimens for cancer patients. His



research led to more personalized treatment plans and improved outcomes for
cancer patients.

Theory and Applications to Biology, offered by Princeton in Applied Mathematics,
presents a remarkable opportunity for students to bridge the gap between
mathematics and biology. This course equips students with the tools and
knowledge necessary to apply mathematical principles in analyzing and
understanding complex biological systems. As biology continues to evolve, the
intersection of mathematics and biology will become increasingly important in
solving real-world problems and advancing scientific knowledge.
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This book explores important aspects of Markov and hidden Markov processes
and the applications of these ideas to various problems in computational biology.
The book starts from first principles, so that no previous knowledge of probability
is necessary. However, the work is rigorous and mathematical, making it useful to
engineers and mathematicians, even those not interested in biological
applications. A range of exercises is provided, including drills to familiarize the
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reader with concepts and more advanced problems that require deep thinking
about the theory. Biological applications are taken from post-genomic biology,
especially genomics and proteomics.

The topics examined include standard material such as the Perron-Frobenius
theorem, transient and recurrent states, hitting probabilities and hitting times,
maximum likelihood estimation, the Viterbi algorithm, and the Baum-Welch
algorithm. The book contains discussions of extremely useful topics not usually
seen at the basic level, such as ergodicity of Markov processes, Markov Chain
Monte Carlo (MCMC), information theory, and large deviation theory for both i.i.d
and Markov processes. The book also presents state-of-the-art realization theory
for hidden Markov models. Among biological applications, it offers an in-depth
look at the BLAST (Basic Local Alignment Search Technique) algorithm, including
a comprehensive explanation of the underlying theory. Other applications such as
profile hidden Markov models are also explored.
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