
The Warrior Ethos and Soldier Combat Skills:
Unleashing the Power within - Field Manual
FM 21-75
In the battlefield, a soldier's competence is not solely determined by their physical
strength but by their warrior ethos and combat skills. Field Manual FM 21-75, also
known as "The Warrior Ethos and Soldier Combat Skills," serves as a
comprehensive guide for soldiers to embrace their inner warriors and enhance
their combat capabilities. This article will delve into the manual's contents,
highlighting its significance and how it shapes soldiers to confront the challenges
on the battlefield.

The Essence of Warrior Ethos

Before delving into the specifics of Soldier Combat Skills, Field Manual FM 21-75
emphasizes the importance of the Warrior Ethos – an unwavering commitment to
victory, selfless service, and personal excellence. It defines the foundation of a
soldier's mindset and demands resilience, adaptability, and determination.

The manual emphasizes that the Warrior Ethos is not only prevalent on the
battlefield but should be an integral part of a soldier's life off-duty. It aims to instill
core values such as honor, integrity, and courage, preparing soldiers to operate
as disciplined individuals in any situation.
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Mastering Combat Skills

Field Manual FM 21-75 covers a wide array of combat skills that soldiers must
possess to excel in the battlefield. From marksmanship to hand-to-hand combat,
these skills are essential in ensuring a soldier's survival and enhancing their
effectiveness in warfare.

1. Marksmanship
A soldier's ability to accurately engage targets is paramount. The manual covers
various shooting techniques, weapon systems, and range estimation methods. It
also emphasizes the importance of mental discipline, preparation, and
maintaining a high level of readiness in marksmanship.

2. Close Combat
In close-quarters combat, a soldier's skill in hand-to-hand combat plays a vital
role. FM 21-75 provides extensive guidance on close combat techniques, from
basic strikes and grappling moves to using weapons such as knives and
bayonets. Soldiers are encouraged to develop situational awareness and be
capable of defending themselves when their primary weapons fail.

3. Tactical Movement
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The art of moving effectively on the battlefield without compromising personal
safety is essential. Field Manual FM 21-75 provides detailed guidance on
individual tactical movements, team movements, and formations. It emphasizes
the importance of stealth, cover, and utilizing the terrain to outmaneuver
adversaries.

4. Land Navigation
Being able to navigate accurately across unfamiliar terrains is a crucial skill for
soldiers. The manual covers various methods of land navigation, including map
reading, compass usage, and celestial navigation. It stresses the significance of
preparation, planning, and adapting to unexpected situations during navigation.

5. Tactical Communications
Effective communication is vital for any successful operation. Field Manual FM
21-75 provides insight into tactical communication methods, including hand and
arm signals, oral commands, and radio procedures. Soldiers are taught to
communicate concisely and accurately, ensuring seamless coordination within
their units.

The Importance of Field Manual FM 21-75

Field Manual FM 21-75 serves as a crucial resource for soldiers, regardless of
their level of experience. Its comprehensive nature ensures that soldiers are not
only prepared physically, but also mentally and emotionally for the challenges of
warfare.

The manual instills a sense of camaraderie and fosters a culture of continuous
learning within the military community. It promotes a shared understanding of
expectations and standards, allowing soldiers to work seamlessly together
towards a common goal.



Field Manual FM 21-75 also prepares soldiers for unexpected situations and
mitigates the potential for panic. By providing clear guidance and fostering self-
reliance, soldiers become better equipped to tackle any obstacles they encounter
in the line of duty.

Field Manual FM 21-75, "The Warrior Ethos and Soldier Combat Skills,"
embodies the essence of a true warrior. By emphasizing the warrior ethos and
providing in-depth guidance on combat skills, the manual equips soldiers with the
necessary tools to face the challenges they may encounter on the battlefield.

It serves as a reminder that being a soldier extends beyond physical strength; it
requires mental fortitude, unwavering determination, and an unwavering
commitment to victory. As soldiers immerse themselves in the teachings of Field
Manual FM 21-75, they become empowered warriors who exemplify honor,
integrity, and the warrior ethos.
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This field manual provides all Soldiers the doctrinal basis for the Warrior Ethos,
Warrior Tasks, and other combat-critical tasks. It also updates weapon,
equipment, and munitions information. This FM is not intended to serve as a
stand-alone publication. It should be used with other Army publications that
contain more in-depth information.

The target audience for this publication includes individual Soldiers and
noncommissioned officers throughout the Army.

This book applies to the Active Army, the Army National Guard (ARNG)/National
Guard of the United States (ARNGUS), and the US Army Reserve (USAR) unless
otherwise stated.

The formatting of this edition has been updated to include improvements
suggested in customer feedback. - January 12, 2012
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