The Ultimate Guide to Army Techniques
Publication ATP 5-2: Religious Support to
Funerals and Burials

Funerals are deeply meaningful and crucial events, providing closure and honor
to those who have lost their loved ones. In the military, funerals and burials hold
even more significance, symbolizing sacrifice, camaraderie, and the very essence
of the armed forces' values. And at the heart of these solemn occasions is the
Army Techniques Publication ATP 5-2, providing invaluable guidance on religious

support during funerals and burials.

What is Army Techniques Publication ATP 5-2?

Army Techniques Publication ATP 5-2 provides essential knowledge and
procedures for chaplains and religious support teams to effectively carry out
religious support during military funerals and burials. It acts as a comprehensive
guide, encompassing a wide range of scenarios and considerations to ensure the

highest level of professionalism and respect in honoring fallen soldiers.

Supporting Soldiers and Families

The primary purpose of ATP 5-2 is to support and comfort both soldiers and their
families during their time of loss. Military funerals can be emotionally charged
events, with grieving families seeking solace and reassurance in these difficult
moments. The publication emphasizes the importance of providing
compassionate religious support tailored to the needs and beliefs of the

deceased soldier and their loved ones.
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Religious Practices and Traditions

ATP 5-2 acknowledges the diverse religious practices and traditions within the
military community. It highlights the significance of integrating these practices into
the funeral ceremony, ensuring religious sensitivities are respected and honored.
From Christian to Jewish, Muslim to Buddhist, the publication provides guidance
on incorporating various religious customs, rites, and rituals into the funeral

service.

Collaboration with Funeral Honors Teams

As religious support teams work hand in hand with funeral honors teams, ATP 5-2
emphasizes the importance of collaboration and coordination to deliver a
seamless and respectful funeral experience. It outlines the necessary
communication channels, protocols, and responsibilities to ensure a harmonious
integration, where religious support and military honors intersect to create a

dignified ceremony.

Training and Professional Development
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ATP 5-2 also provides detailed guidance on training and professional
development for chaplains and religious support personnel. It covers topics such
as public speaking, counseling techniques, and ethical considerations, enabling
these professionals to deliver effective religious support services with the highest

level of sensitivity and professionalism.

Army Techniques Publication ATP 5-2 acts as a comprehensive and invaluable
resource for religious support during military funerals and burials. Its guidance
and insights ensure that these solemn occasions are carried out with the utmost
respect, compassion, and adherence to diverse religious practices. By upholding
the principles outlined in ATP 5-2, military chaplains and religious support teams
can provide solace and comfort to bereaved families, honoring the sacrifices

made by our brave soldiers.
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This publication, Army Techniques Publication ATP 1-05.02 Religious Support to
Funerals and Memorial Events November 2018, provides fundamental doctrinal
guidance on the execution of funerals, memorial ceremonies, and memorial
services.The primary audience for ATP 1-05.02 is chaplains and religious affairs
specialists assigned to operational units to execute decisive action. It is also
applicable to chaplain sections and unit ministry teams providing support to
operational units as part of their overall mission. Trainers at combat training
centers and educators throughout the Army also use this publication.ATP 1-05.02
applies to the Active Army, Army National Guard/Army National Guard of the
United States, and the United States Army Reserve, unless otherwise stated. The
proponent for ATP 1-05.02 is the United States Army Chaplain Center and
School.ATP 1-05.02 establishes a common understanding, foundational
concepts, and methods for executing religious support during funeral services
and memorial events. ATP 1-05.02 provides comprehensive doctrinal guidance
on religious support techniques for chaplains and religious affairs specialists. The
techniques contained in ATP 1-05.02 serve as a guide and are not considered
prescriptive. ATP 1-05.02 nests with FM 1-05.ATP 1-05.02 was written for
chaplain sections and unit ministry teams at all echelons religious support in an
operational environment. While written for an operational environment, the
concepts and principles are also applicable in a garrison setting. It also provides
the chaplain corps technical chain with guidance to execute supervisory
requirements during the funeral or memorial process. Chaplains and religious
affairs specialists serving in a joint force land component command or a joint task
force should refer to JP 3-0, JG 1-05, and other joint planning publications for
further guidance.ATP 1-05.02 contains three chapters and two

appendixes:Chapter 1 reviews the chaplain corps mission, chaplain corps
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capabilities, religious support core competencies, and religious support to
funerals and memorial events.Chapter 2 describes funerals, including
arrangements, care to the bereaved, military funeral considerations, chapel
funerals, graveside services, and presentation of the flag.Chapter 3 describes the
differences between memorial ceremonies, memorial services, combatant theater
memorial events, and ramp ceremonies, and concludes with a discussion of
planning considerations and activities.Appendix A provides templates covering
planning timelines, sample script outlines, the last roll call, and questions to
support checklist development. Several resources are provided which support the
conduct of funerals, memorial ceremonies, and memorial services.Appendix B
provides a discussion of special planning considerations which are distinct to the

conduct of memorial events.
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