
The Ultimate Guide: Field Manual FM 09-70 -
Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures for
M109A6 Howitzer
The M109A6 Howitzer is one of the most powerful and versatile weapons in the
modern artillery arsenal. To effectively utilize this formidable machine, the soldiers
involved need to be well-versed in the tactics, techniques, and procedures
outlined in Field Manual FM 09-70. In this comprehensive guide, we will delve
into the details of this manual, exploring its importance in maximizing the
efficiency and effectiveness of the M109A6 Howitzer on the battlefield.

Understanding the Importance of Field Manual FM 09-70

The Field Manual FM 09-70 serves as a guidebook for all artillery units and
personnel involved in the operation and maintenance of the M109A6 Howitzer. Its
aim is to provide a standardized set of tactics, techniques, and procedures that
ensure the successful deployment of this weapon system. By adhering to the
guidelines outlined in this manual, soldiers can optimize the capabilities of the
M109A6 Howitzer, enhancing their combat readiness and effectiveness.

The manual covers a wide range of topics, including crew responsibilities,
employment procedures, target acquisition, fire support coordination, and
maintenance. Each aspect plays a crucial role in the overall performance of the
M109A6 Howitzer in various combat scenarios. Let's take a closer look at some
key areas discussed in the manual:
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Crew Responsibilities

Field Manual FM 09-70 outlines the specific roles and responsibilities of each
member within the crew. The commander, driver, gunner, and ammunition team
all have distinct tasks that must be executed with precision and coordination.
Understanding these responsibilities is essential to ensuring seamless
communication and synchronized actions during combat operations.

Employment Procedures

The manual guides soldiers through the proper employment procedures for the
M109A6 Howitzer. It covers critical aspects such as the selection of firing
positions, establishing firing data, conducting reconnaissance, and maintaining
situational awareness. By following the recommended procedures, units can
maximize the weapon's effectiveness while minimizing potential risks and
vulnerabilities.

Target Acquisition
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Target acquisition is a vital element of artillery operations, and Field Manual FM
09-70 provides detailed guidance on this important process. It educates soldiers
on various methods of target acquisition, including aerial reconnaissance, radar
systems, and forward observers. By effectively identifying and acquiring targets,
units can engage with precision, significantly impacting enemy capabilities.

Fire Support Coordination

Effective fire support coordination among different units is crucial to achieving
mission success. Field Manual FM 09-70 stresses the importance of proper
communication and coordination between artillery units, infantry forces, and other
supporting elements. It provides guidance on establishing effective fire support
plans, ensuring synchronized and accurate firepower distribution on the
battlefield.

Maintenance

To maintain the M109A6 Howitzer's operational readiness, regular and thorough
maintenance is required. Field Manual FM 09-70 outlines the necessary
procedures for performing routine checks, preventive maintenance, and
troubleshooting. Following the recommended maintenance guidelines ensures
that the weapon system remains in optimal condition, minimizing the risk of
equipment failure during critical combat operations.

Field Manual FM 09-70: Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures for M109A6
Howitzer is an indispensable resource for all artillery units involved with this
powerful weapon system. By adhering to the guidelines and recommendations
provided in this manual, soldiers can enhance their combat readiness and
maximize the capabilities of the M109A6 Howitzer on the battlefield. With its
comprehensive coverage of crew responsibilities, employment procedures, target
acquisition, fire support coordination, and maintenance, this manual serves as the



ultimate guide for achieving success in artillery operations. So, grab your copy
today and equip yourself with the knowledge necessary to excel in the world of
the M109A6 Howitzer!
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Field manual (FM) 3-09.70 (6-70) is focused on Paladin-unique battalion, battery,
platoon and section operations. It sets forth the doctrine pertaining to
organization, equipment, command and control (C2), operations, and tactics,
techniques, and procedures (TTP) for Paladin units. It establishes the duties and
responsibilities of key Paladin battery personnel for field operations. FM 3-09.70
is written for the Paladin battery and platoon, as well as for the battalion
commander and staff.

It is designed to be used in conjunction with the appropriate FM 6-series, FM 71-
3, equipment technical manuals (TMs), Army training and evaluation program
(ARTEP) mission training plans (MTPs), and soldiers' manuals.
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This FM supplements doctrine and TTP outlined in FM 6-50, TTP for the Field
Artillery Cannon Battery and FM 6-20-1, TTP for the Field Artillery Battalion. As
applicable, those TTPs for Paladin operations which do not differ significantly
from those described in FM 6-50 or FM 6-20-1 are not repeated in this manual.

FM 3-09.70 ties the doctrinal approach with the training strategies outlined in
the associated ARTEP 6-037-30-MTP, Mission Training Plan for the Consolidated
Cannon Battery, M102, M119, M198, M109A5, M109A6. Refer to ARTEP 6-037-
30-MTP for specific time standards regarding Paladin operations and fire
missions.
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