
The Twelfth Night Shakespeare Made Easy:
Unlocking the Magic Behind this Comedic
Masterpiece

When it comes to Shakespearean comedies, few can rival the brilliance and
amusement found in "Twelfth Night." Written by the legendary playwright William
Shakespeare, this timeless masterpiece continues to captivate audiences with its
clever wordplay, unforgettable characters, and remarkable storytelling.
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In this article, we will explore the magic behind "Twelfth Night" and how the
"Shakespeare Made Easy" edition allows modern readers to fully immerse
themselves in the world of mistaken identities, love triangles, and hilarious
situations.

Unraveling the Plot

"Twelfth Night" takes place in the enchanting land of Illyria, where a shipwreck
separates twins Viola and Sebastian. Viola disguises herself as a young man
named Cesario and enters the service of Duke Orsino, who is hopelessly in love
with the Countess Olivia. As Cesario, Viola becomes the go-between for Orsino
and Olivia, inadvertently causing a string of comedic chaos and confusion.

The plot thickens when Olivia falls in love with Cesario (Viola in disguise), while
Viola herself has fallen in love with Orsino. Sebastian, Viola's twin brother,
resurfaces at a crucial point in the story, leading to mistaken identities and a
joyous reunion.

The Beauty of Shakespeare's Language
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One cannot discuss "Twelfth Night" without acknowledging the brilliance of
Shakespeare's language. Through witty wordplay, poetic dialogue, and clever
puns, the play evokes simultaneous laughter and introspection. Shakespeare's
mastery of language allows us to peek into the characters' minds, to understand
their motivations and internal struggles, while taking delight in the intricate
phrasings.

With the "Shakespeare Made Easy" edition of "Twelfth Night," readers are able to
grasp the nuances of the language without feeling overwhelmed. This edition
provides contemporary English translations side by side with the original text,
making the play accessible to readers of all ages and backgrounds.

Unforgettable Characters

"Twelfth Night" boasts a vibrant cast of characters, each with their own distinct
personalities and motivations. From the witty and resourceful Viola to the
pompous and comedic Sir Toby Belch, Shakespeare's characters bring the play
to life, leaving a lasting impression on audiences.

One cannot forget the clever and mischievous jester, Feste, who provides comic
relief throughout the play. His wit and wordplay add another layer of enjoyment to
the already enchanting tale. The pompous Malvolio, who becomes the victim of a
prank played by Sir Toby and his companions, showcases the play's theme of
societal hierarchy and the consequences of overambition.

Themes Explored

While "Twelfth Night" is unquestionably a comedy, it delves into deeper themes
that resonate with audiences to this day. The play challenges traditional gender
roles as Viola's disguise sparks questions about identity, desire, and the fluidity of
attraction.



The theme of love, arguably one of Shakespeare's favorite subjects, is explored
through various characters and relationships, portraying its multifaceted nature.
The play also scrutinizes the nature of power, social status, and the blurred lines
between reality and illusion.

The Joy of "Shakespeare Made Easy"

For those who may find Shakespearean language intimidating or challenging, the
"Shakespeare Made Easy" edition of "Twelfth Night" is a game-changer. This
edition allows readers to fully engage with the play by providing modern
interpretations alongside the original text.

The side-by-side translations offer invaluable insights into the language's
meanings, capturing the essence of Shakespeare's eloquence in a way that
contemporary readers can appreciate. It bridges the gap between the 17th-
century language and the modern reader, making the magic of Shakespeare
accessible and enjoyable.

The Twelfth Night Shakespeare Made Easy edition opens the doors to the
delightful world of Shakespearean comedy, illuminating the brilliance within
"Twelfth Night." With engaging characters, thought-provoking themes, and
Shakespeare's unparalleled mastery of language, this play continues to captivate
audiences of all ages.

Thanks to the "Shakespeare Made Easy" edition, readers are able to unlock the
magic of "Twelfth Night" with ease, allowing for a deeper appreciation of the
play's intricacies. So, delve into the enchanting land of Illyria, join Viola in her
comedic adventures, and experience Shakespeare's timeless brilliance like never
before.
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Here are the books that help teach Shakespeare plays without the teacher
constantly needing to explain and define Elizabethan terms, slang, and other
ways of expression that are different from our own. Each play is presented with
Shakespeare's original lines on each left-hand page, and a modern, easy-to-
understand "translation" on the facing right-hand page. All dramas are complete,
with every original Shakespearian line, and a full-length modern rendition of the
text. These invaluable teaching-study guides also include:

1. Helpful background information that puts each play in its historical
perspective.

2. Discussion questions that teachers can use to spark student class
participation, and which students can use as springboards for their own
themes and term papers.

3. Fact quizzes, sample examinations, and other features that improve student
comprehension of what each play is about.
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