
The Surprising Connection Between Criminal
and Civil Laws and the Human Person
When we think of the law, we often separate it into two distinct categories:
criminal and civil. Each of these branches of law serves a unique purpose and
operates according to different rules and principles. However, a closer
examination reveals a hidden connection that binds these two areas together and
affects every human person. In this article, we will explore the relationship
between criminal and civil laws and how they interplay with the lives of individuals
in society.

The Basics: Criminal Law

Criminal law is the body of law that deals with the punishment of individuals who
have committed crimes against society. Its primary purpose is to maintain order,
protect public safety, and deter individuals from engaging in harmful conduct.
Criminal offenses are generally prosecuted by the state, and if found guilty, the
offender can face various penalties, including imprisonment, fines, probation, or
community service.

Most people are familiar with the concept of criminal law through popular media,
such as television shows and movies that depict dramatic courtroom trials and
heinous crimes. However, what often goes unnoticed is how criminal law, which
seems so distinct, shares a profound link with civil law.
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The Foundations: Civil Law

Civil law, on the other hand, primarily deals with disputes between individuals or
entities. It encompasses a wide range of issues, including contracts, property
disputes, family matters, and personal injury cases. Unlike criminal law, civil
cases do not involve punishment but focus on resolving conflicts and providing
compensation or remedies for the injured party.

In civil law, the burden of proof is usually lower than in criminal cases, where the
standard is "beyond a reasonable doubt." In civil cases, a preponderance of
evidence can be enough to establish liability and hold someone accountable for
their actions. This fundamental difference in burden of proof is a crucial distinction
between criminal and civil law.

The Hidden Link: Overlapping Cases

Despite their distinct purposes, criminal and civil laws often intersect, with the
same incident giving rise to both criminal and civil proceedings. This intersection
occurs when an action that is considered a crime also leads to harm or injury to
an individual, giving rise to a civil claim. A prime example is a case involving
assault.
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If an individual physically attacks someone, they can face criminal charges for
assault under criminal law. However, the injured party can also bring a civil
lawsuit against their assailant, seeking compensation for medical expenses, pain
and suffering, and other damages endured as a result of the assault.

Similarly, in cases of fraud or negligence, a person can be prosecuted under
criminal law and sued under civil law simultaneously. This duality of legal actions
ensures that wrongdoers face accountability from both the state and the
individual harmed.

Protecting the Human Person: Justice from All Angles

So, why is understanding the relationship between criminal and civil laws
important for the human person? The answer lies in the pursuit of justice and the
protection of individual rights.

Throughout history, the legal system has aimed to protect the human person from
harm, ensuring that individuals can live in a safe and just society. By embracing
both criminal and civil laws, the legal system recognizes that individuals can
suffer various forms of harm, whether physical, emotional, or financial. Through
criminal law, society punishes wrongdoers for their offenses against the entire
community. In contrast, civil law provides an avenue for individuals to seek
redress for the harm they have personally suffered.

By allowing for both criminal and civil actions, the legal system provides a
comprehensive framework for delivering justice from all angles. It ensures that
those who harm others are held accountable and that those who suffer harm
have access to appropriate remedies and compensation.

The relationship between criminal and civil laws is both intricate and essential in
maintaining a just society that values the human person. Despite their differences



in purpose and burden of proof, these two branches of law are tightly interwoven,
collaborating to provide a comprehensive system of justice. Understanding this
connection sheds light on the crucial role each area plays in the lives of
individuals. By upholding both criminal and civil laws, we protect our society,
foster accountability, and secure justice for the human person.
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In the text gate the reader to consider, leaving from the decalogue that resembles
to a civil code and penal, as the believer must make an effort of the reason to
discover read it and the values of natural realities ( of the legal right, also he's a
leading personality in the cultural, of the economy, deal ), to guarantee from there
the full development.
For the Christian, there is a more incidence live broadcast than the religious plan
on that disposition: it happens that those enrolled values in the nature, on the
order of the creation, are accessible also to the not christians by a straight
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reason, as it is render explicit clearly from the revelation ( ten commandments )
and from the teaching of the Church
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