
The Struggle For African American Voting
Rights: A Journey of Perseverance and
Progress
Throughout the history of the United States, African Americans have continuously
fought for their right to vote, facing tremendous obstacles and injustices along the
way. From the era of slavery to the Civil Rights Movement and beyond, African
American men and women have tirelessly campaigned, protested, and advocated
for their voting rights to be recognized and protected.

Understanding the Historical Context

The United States Constitution, when initially drafted, excluded African Americans
and Native Americans from voting rights. Although the Fifteenth Amendment was
ratified in 1870, granting African American men the right to vote, this right was
continuously suppressed through various discriminatory practices such as poll
taxes, literacy tests, and violence.

One significant event that symbolizes the struggle for African American voting
rights is the landmark Supreme Court case, Brown v. Board of Education in 1954.
While not directly related to voting rights, this case challenged the notion of
"separate but equal" and set a precedent for dismantling segregated institutions.
It laid the foundation for the Civil Rights Movement, which propelled the fight for
racial equality, including voting rights.
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The Civil Rights Movement and Voting Rights Act of 1965

One of the most pivotal moments in the fight for African American voting rights
was the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. Led by influential figures
such as Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Malcolm X, this movement
aimed to end racial segregation and secure equal rights for African Americans.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 played a significant role in overcoming many
obstacles faced by African Americans at the polls. This landmark legislation
outlawed discriminatory practices that had prevented African Americans from
exercising their right to vote, such as literacy tests and poll taxes. It also
authorized federal oversight of voting practices in areas with a history of
discrimination.
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Evolution and Continued Struggle

While the Voting Rights Act of 1965 marked a significant victory, the fight for
African American voting rights did not end there. Over the years, there have been
efforts to roll back the progress made, with various challenges such as voter ID
laws and gerrymandering disproportionately affecting minority communities.

However, African American activists and organizations have remained committed
to protecting and expanding voting rights. The struggle continues through various
initiatives, including voter registration drives, mobilization efforts, and legal battles
against voter suppression.

Current Challenges and the Importance of Voting
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The struggle for African American voting rights remains relevant today. African
Americans continue to face obstacles, including voter purges, limited access to
polling locations, and strict identification requirements. These challenges
disproportionately affect marginalized communities, contributing to a lack of
representation and influence in the political process.

Voting is vital as it allows African Americans and other minority groups to have a
voice in shaping policies and electing officials who prioritize their interests. By
exercising their right to vote, African Americans can drive positive change,
address systemic issues, and hold elected officials accountable.

The Struggle for African American voting rights is a long and ongoing journey,
marked by both progress and setbacks. From the Civil Rights Movement to
present-day efforts, the fight for equality at the ballot box remains critical. African
American men and women have shown remarkable resilience, determination, and
unwavering dedication to secure their right to vote and shape the future of the
United States.

As we continue to honor the past and strive for a more inclusive society, it is
essential that we recognize and address the systemic barriers that still exist. By
understanding the historical context, supporting organizations advocating for
voting rights, and actively participating in the democratic process, we can help
drive positive change and ensure that every voice is heard.
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Following the Civil War, the Reconstruction era raised a new question to those in
power in the US: Should African Americans, so many of them former slaves, be
granted the right to vote?

In a bitter partisan fight over the legislature and Constitution, the answer
eventually became yes, though only after two constitutional amendments, two
Reconstruction Acts, two Civil Rights Acts, three Enforcement Acts, the
impeachment of a president, and an army of occupation. Yet, even that was not
enough to ensure that African American voices would be heard, or their lives
protected. White supremacists loudly and intentionally prevented black Americans
from voting -- and they were willing to kill to do so.

In this vivid portrait of the systematic suppression of the African American vote for
young adults, critically acclaimed author Lawrence Goldstone traces the
injustices of the post-Reconstruction era through the eyes of incredible
individuals, both heroic and barbaric, and examines the legal cases that made the
Supreme Court a partner of white supremacists in the rise of Jim Crow. Though
this is a story of America's past, Goldstone brilliantly draws direct links to today's
creeping threats to suffrage in this important and, alas, timely book.
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