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Lavender - A Captivating Journey into the
Extraordinary

In the realm of storytelling, some tales effortlessly unfold with a charm that
captivates readers, propelling them into magical worlds where the extraordinary
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becomes an everyday occurrence. The Strange And Beautiful Sorrows Of Ava
Lavender is one such literary masterpiece that leaves a lasting impact on all who
immerse themselves in its thought-provoking narrative.

Written by Leslye Walton, this enchanting novel takes us on an enthralling
journey through generations of the Roux-Lavender family, delving deep into the
sorrows, wonders, and beauties that define their existence. With a touch of
magical realism and a dash of historical flavor, Walton masterfully weaves a
spellbinding tale that leaves no heart untouched.
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An Unconventional Protagonist

The story follows the life of Ava Lavender, a young girl born with a pair of delicate
wings on her back. Ava's extraordinary appearance sets her apart from the rest of
the world, making her an object of fascination, appreciation, and sometimes even
fear. Raised in a family that has its share of misfortunes and idiosyncrasies, Ava
yearns to understand her purpose in life and find answers to the mysteries that
surround her existence.
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Walton's portrayal of Ava's character is both tender and profound. Through her
eyes, we witness the complexity of human emotions, the painful yearning for
acceptance, and the bittersweet joys that come with embracing one's
uniqueness. Ava's journey serves as a metaphor for the struggles we all face,
inspiring readers to reflect on their own tragedies and triumphs.

A Tapestry of Characters and Emotions

The Strange And Beautiful Sorrows Of Ava Lavender isn't solely focused on Ava's
quest for self-discovery. The novel introduces us to an array of characters, each
carrying their own tales of love, loss, and heartache. From Ava's mother, Viviane,
burdened with the weight of a tragic love affair, to her grandmother Emelienne,
who possesses a peculiar gift, the personalities that form the backdrop of Ava's
journey are as diverse as they are captivating.

Walton's mastery lies in her ability to breathe life into each character, layering
their experiences with depth and authenticity. Through vivid descriptions and raw
emotions, she ensures that the readers form a profound connection with every
individual in Ava's world. It is this connection that keeps us hooked and invested
in their fates, continually turning the pages to unravel their stories.

Intrigue, Secrets, and Unforgettable Moments

The narrative of The Strange And Beautiful Sorrows Of Ava Lavender thrives on
secrets, mysteries, and unexpected twists. Walton skillfully intertwines magical
elements with harsh realities, creating an intricate tapestry that both enthralls and
challenges the readers' imagination. It is a world where love can be both a
blessing and a curse, and where the line between dreams and reality becomes
blurred.



As readers delve further into the novel, they are confronted with profound themes
of identity, grief, and the transformative power of love. Walton seamlessly
navigates these complex emotions, depicting moments of profound beauty and
heartache that leave an indelible mark on our souls.

A Literary Masterpiece that Leaves a Lasting Impression

The Strange And Beautiful Sorrows Of Ava Lavender is not just a novel; it is a
breathtaking work of art that transcends ordinary storytelling. Leslye Walton's
ability to transport us into a world brimming with magic, pain, and hope is nothing
short of extraordinary. Through her lyrical prose and vivid imagery, she paints a
vivid portrait of the human experience, reminding us of both the sorrows and the
splendors that make life worth living.

In essence, this extraordinary tale invites us to embrace our own peculiarities, to
find solace in our imperfections, and to celebrate the strange and beautiful
sorrows that shape our existence. It is a journey that will linger in our hearts long
after we turn the final page, a testament to the power of storytelling and the
resilience of the human spirit.
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A 2015 William C. Morris YA Debut Award Finalist

Magical realism, lyrical prose, and the pain and passion of human love haunt this
hypnotic generational saga.

Foolish love appears to be the Roux family birthright, an ominous forecast for its
most recent progeny, Ava Lavender. Ava — in all other ways a normal girl — is
born with the wings of a bird. In a quest to understand her peculiar disposition
and a growing desire to fit in with her peers, sixteen-year old Ava ventures into
the wider world, ill-prepared for what she might discover and naive to the twisted
motives of others. Others like the pious Nathaniel Sorrows, who mistakes Ava for
an angel and whose obsession with her grows until the night of the summer
solstice celebration. That night, the skies open up, rain and feathers fill the air,
and Ava’s quest and her family’s saga build to a devastating crescendo. First-time
author Leslye Walton has constructed a layered and unforgettable mythology of
what it means to be born with hearts that are tragically, exquisitely human.
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