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In the rolling green meadows of Ireland, nestled amidst the charming countryside,
lies a mystical tale that echoes through the ages. Legend has it that there once
stood a magnificent silver statue of a stag in the historic Bunratty Castle. The
Silver Stag of Bunratty, as it is known, has intrigued and captivated the

imaginations of locals and tourists alike for centuries.

The Enigma of the Silver Stag

The origin of the Silver Stag of Bunratty remains shrouded in mystery. Many
theories and speculations surround its creation and purpose, but none have been
definitively proven. Some believe it was crafted by skilled artisans as a symbol of
power and nobility, while others argue that it holds magical properties that grant

the holder good fortune and protection.

Though the exact date of its appearance is uncertain, historical records indicate
that the statue gained prominence during the reign of King Henry VIII and
became a cherished treasure of the O'Brien dynasty, who ruled from Bunratty
Castle. As the O'Briens were known for their deep connection to the land and
affinity for nature, the Silver Stag became a symbol of their harmonious

relationship with the environment.
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A Symbol of Courage and Majesty

The Silver Stag of Bunratty is not just an exquisite work of art; it is also a symbol
of courage and majesty. The stag has always held a special place in Irish folklore,
representing strength, grace, and nobility. The statue's intricate engravings depict
the stag in a regal pose, with antlers reaching towards the heavens, a symbol of

untamed freedom and the pursuit of aspirations.

It is said that even a glimpse of the Silver Stag can uplift one's spirits and instill a
sense of awe and wonder. Those fortunate enough to witness its magnificence

are believed to be blessed with renewed hope and inspiration.

The Disappearance

While the Silver Stag of Bunratty once graced the halls of Bunratty Castle, its
remarkable journey took an unexpected turn in the 18th century. Legends state
that one stormy night, a mysterious entity, rumored to be a mischievous fairy or a

vengeful ghost, stole the statue from its pedestal and vanished into the night.

The disappearance of the Silver Stag sent shockwaves through the region. Many

tales emerged of brave adventurers and treasure hunters attempting to recover
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the statue, but all efforts were in vain. The enigma of the missing Silver Stag
became an integral part of Irish folklore, passed down from one generation to

another.

The Legacy Lives On

Although the Silver Stag of Bunratty is no longer physically present within the
walls of Bunratty Castle, its legacy continues to endure. The tale of the stolen
statue has become an integral part of Irish heritage, inspiring countless artists,

writers, and musicians to create works that honor its mystique and allure.

Bunratty Castle itself attracts visitors from all over the world who are eager to
explore its ancient halls and catch a glimpse of the storied past. Although the
Silver Stag may be missing, the castle stands as a testimony to the rich history

and vibrant culture of Ireland.

The Search Continues

Today, the search for the elusive Silver Stag of Bunratty still captures the
imagination of treasure hunters and history enthusiasts. Many believe that the
statue remains hidden, waiting for someone with a pure heart and unwavering
determination to unveil its secrets and restore it to its rightful place. Perhaps one
day, the Silver Stag will once again grace the halls of Bunratty Castle, captivating

all who lay eyes upon its ethereal beauty.
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Richard De Clare, Lord of Bunratty, wants the head of the Silver Stag on his

castle walls. Four children are determined that this will not happen, for the stag is
a magical creature. The mysterious lady in the tower, Dame Anna, has told Tuan,
Cliar, Maude and Matthieu that despite their differences they must work together

to save the stag.

But they are living in an Ireland full of war and danger and saving the stag is only
the beginning of their adventures. Soon they themselves become the hunted
ones. With the life of Tuan in danger, they must make their escape from Bunratty,
row across the stormy waters of the Shannon and brave the dangers of the wild
men of the woods. Tuan wants to return to his clan, Maude and Matthieu are

seeking their lost father and Cliar is looking for the home she never knew.

Who knows where their journey will lead them?
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