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17: A Tale of Identity, Adventure, and
Redemption

Mark Twain once again captivates readers with his timeless masterpiece, "The
Prince And The Pauper". This English Classic no.17 will transport you to
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sixteenth-century England, where two young boys from completely different
backgrounds find themselves in a tale of mistaken identity, adventure, and
ultimate redemption. As you delve into this enchanting story, you will witness the
power of friendship, the complexities of social classes, and the indomitable
human spirit.

The Characters and Their Worlds

The protagonist, Tom Canty, is a poor street beggar living amidst the squalor of
London's slums. His life is a constant struggle, devoid of any luxuries. On the
other hand, Edward Tudor, the Prince of England and future King, enjoys a life of
privilege and wealth within the gilded walls of the royal palace. These contrasting
lives are about to intertwine and change the course of their destinies forever.
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One fateful day, Tom and Edward chance upon each other and, fueled by their
shared curiosity, decide to switch places. Suddenly, Tom finds himself thrown into
the opulent world of the palace, while Edward experiences the harsh realities of
pauper life. It is this exchange that sets the stage for a captivating narrative filled
with humor, suspense, and heart-wrenching moments.
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The Twists and Turns

As Tom navigates the treacherous world of the palace, he faces numerous
challenges. He must learn to meet the expectations of an entire nation as their
new prince while also concealing his true identity from those who would surely
have him removed from the throne. Meanwhile, Edward struggles to survive in
the chaotic streets, relying on his sharp wit and newfound resilience.

However, the story goes beyond a simple tale of mistaken identity. Twain
masterfully weaves a plot filled with political intrigue, where the lives of these two
boys become entangled in the volatile power struggles of the Tudor court.
Through their eyes, we witness the inner workings of the monarchy, the
machinations of the nobility, and the harsh realities faced by the common people.
"The Prince And The Pauper" becomes a profound exploration of social inequality
and the inherent flaws of the class system.

The Themes: Friendship and Identity

At its core, "The Prince And The Pauper" is a story about friendship and the
power of human connection. Despite their stark differences, Tom and Edward
form a bond that transcends societal boundaries. They support and help each
other, illustrating the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

Moreover, the novel forces the reader to question the idea of identity. What truly
defines a person? Is it their circumstances of birth or the qualities they possess?
Twain wants us to challenge the notion that social standing determines one's
worth as he explores the growth and development of both Tom and Edward
throughout their transformative journey.

The Legacy of "The Prince And The Pauper"



Even after more than a century since its publication, "The Prince And The
Pauper" remains a beloved classic that continues to resonate with readers of all
ages. Its timeless themes, vivid descriptions, and thought-provoking narrative
make it a must-read for anyone seeking an adventure that simultaneously
entertains and educates.

As you embark on this journey through sixteenth-century England, let the words
of Mark Twain fuel your imagination and transport you to a time of kings and
paupers. Experience the triumph of the human spirit, the value of friendship, and
the transformation that can occur when individuals dare to challenge societal
norms. "The Prince And The Pauper" English Classics 17 will leave you yearning
for more literary gems that capture the essence of the human experience.

So, abandon your reality for a moment and immerse yourself in Twain's
extraordinary world. Open the pages of English classics 17 and let the adventure
begin!
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The Prince and the Pauper is a novel by Mark Twain. It was first published in
1881 in Canada, before its 1882 publication in the United States. The novel
represents Twain’s first attempt at historical fiction. Set in 1537, it tells the story of
two young boys who are identical in appearance: Tom Canty, a pauper who lives
with his abusive father in Offal Court off Pudding Lane in London, and Prince
Edward, son of King Henry VIII.
Having returned from a second European tour, Twain read extensively about
English and French history. Initially intended as a play, the book was originally set
in Victorian England before Twain decided to set it further back in time. He wrote
The Prince and the Pauper having already started Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn.
The book bears a dedication to Twain’s daughters, Susie and Clara Clemens and
is subtitled  A Tale for Young People of All Ages.
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