
The Poem of Hashish Charles Baudelaire:
Exploring the Depths of Euphoria
Hashish, a substance that has long fascinated artists, poets, and philosophers,
has often been associated with the pursuit of altered states of consciousness and
creativity. Charles Baudelaire, the renowned French poet from the 19th century,
delved into the realms of hashish-induced euphoria and the profound experiences
it brings. In this article, we will journey into the depths of Baudelaire's poem on
hashish and explore the intricate tapestry of sensations it weaves.

Charles Baudelaire's fascination with substances that enhance the mind's
perception of reality is evident in his collection of poems, Les Paradis Artificiels
(The Artificial Paradises), which delves into the themes of intoxication, escapism,
and altered states of consciousness. One of the most captivating poems from this
collection is his work dedicated specifically to hashish.

The Enigmatic Journey Begins

The poem of hashish, written by Baudelaire, takes the reader on an enigmatic
journey through the depths of human consciousness. It can be seen as an ode to
the mystical experiences brought forth by this substance. Although not directly
advocating its use, Baudelaire's poem portrays the allure and potential for self-
discovery within the altered state of mind induced by hashish.
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The poem paints vivid imagery through intricate metaphors and vivid descriptions,
capturing the essence of the hashish experience. Baudelaire describes the initial
effects as a gradual shift - "first, a swooning sensation, an almost imperceptible
haze, rises above my head, then gradually sinks down into my brain."

A Symphony of Sensations

As the journey progresses, the poem delves deeper into the kaleidoscope of
sensations experienced under the influence of hashish. Baudelaire's words
transport the reader into a world of heightened perception - "the universe
explodes into a thousand pieces; sounds and colors combine in a symphony of
bliss."

The poet delves into the ethereal realms of perception, where time becomes
distorted, and ordinary objects take on a profound meaning. He describes the
experience as "a strange inner light that illuminates objects, renders them
transparent, and reveals their secret nature."

Self-Exploration and Transcendence

Baudelaire's poem of hashish encapsulates more than just the physical and
sensory experiences induced by the substance. It delves into the realms of self-
exploration, introspection, and transcendence. The altered state of
consciousness under hashish becomes a gateway to profound insights and
unique perspectives.
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The poet describes a dissolution of the ego and a sense of unity with the universe
- "I no longer existed for myself; I was only an intermediary between myself and
others." In this state, Baudelaire suggests that the boundaries that separate
individuals cease to exist, allowing for a deeper connection with others and the
world as a whole.

Hashish: A Tool for Artistic Creation

For Baudelaire, hashish was not merely a means of escape or self-indulgence. It
was a tool for artistic creation, a way to unravel the intricate layers of the human
psyche and tap into the limitless realms of imagination. The altered state of
consciousness induced by hashish served as a catalyst for his creativity.

Throughout the poem, Baudelaire gives voice to the deep insights and inspiration
that emerge during this altered state. He muses, "My soul was the universe, and
my universe revolved around the eternal verities."

The Legacy of Baudelaire's Hashish Poem

Baudelaire's exploration of hashish and its effects left an everlasting impact on
literature and the arts. His poem serves as an invitation to explore the depths of
one's consciousness, to embrace the unconventional and the mysterious.

It is through Baudelaire's vivid descriptions and poetic mastery that we can catch
a glimpse of the profound experiences hashish offered him. His words continue to
inspire artists and thinkers, encouraging them to delve into altered states of
consciousness to unlock new dimensions of creativity and self-discovery.

In

The poem of hashish by Charles Baudelaire takes readers on a mesmerizing
journey into the depths of euphoria and altered states of consciousness. Through



intricate descriptions and powerful metaphors, Baudelaire captures the essence
of the hashish experience, exploring the realms of perception, self-exploration,
and artistic creation.

As we ponder upon Baudelaire's profound insights, we can appreciate the power
of substances like hashish to open doors within our minds, offering glimpses of
the extraordinary within the ordinary. The poem serves as a timeless reminder of
the human fascination with altered states of consciousness and the potential for
self-discovery that lies within.
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The Poem of Hashish (1821) was first published in 1850.
“By graduations, external objects assume unique appearances in the endless
combining and transfiguring of forms. Ideas are distorted; perceptions are
confused. Sounds are clothed in colors and colors in music.”

Charles Pierre Baudelaire (April 9, 1821 – August 31, 1867) was a French poet
who also produced notable work as an essayist, art critic, and pioneering
translator of Edgar Allan Poe.

Translation by Aleister Crowley
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