
The Iroquois Hunt Bluegrass Foxhunting
Tradition Sports

When it comes to sports with deep-rooted traditions, few can rival the time-
honored practice of foxhunting. And in the heart of the Bluegrass region, one
particular hunt stands out among the rest – The Iroquois Hunt.
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The Iroquois Hunt: A Brief History

The Iroquois Hunt, based in Lexington, Kentucky, has a rich history that dates
back to 1880. Founded by General Roger D. Williams and sportswoman Susan P.
Shipp, the hunt quickly gained popularity among the elite members of the
community who appreciated the sport's exhilarating nature and the opportunity to
showcase their equestrian skills.
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Through the years, The Iroquois Hunt has preserved the Bluegrass foxhunting
tradition while adapting to modern times. Today, it remains one of the oldest and
most prestigious foxhunting clubs in the United States, attracting participants from
all around the country.
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The Thrill of Foxhunting

Foxhunting is a sport unlike any other. It combines elements of strategy,
horsemanship, and the exhilaration of the chase. Riders, accompanied by a pack
of trained foxhounds, set out to track down a fox. The hounds use their
extraordinary sense of smell to follow the fox's scent, creating a captivating chase
that tests the skills of both horse and rider.

The Iroquois Hunt provides an ideal setting for this thrilling sport. The picturesque
landscapes of the Bluegrass region offer vast, lush fields, dense forests, and
rolling hills, creating an atmosphere that immerses participants in the essence of
traditional foxhunting.

Preservation of Tradition
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One of the reasons The Iroquois Hunt has been able to maintain its status as a
beacon of Bluegrass foxhunting tradition is the commitment to preserving the
sporting values and customs that have been passed down through generations.

From the elegant formal attire worn by participants to the traditional hunting horn
signal that marks the beginning and end of each hunt, every detail of The Iroquois
Hunt is meticulously upheld. The members understand that foxhunting is not just
a sport but represents a unique cultural heritage that must be protected and
celebrated.



A Sense of Community

The Iroquois Hunt is not only about the pursuit of a fox but also about fostering a
close-knit community of like-minded individuals who share a passion for the sport.
The camaraderie that develops among members is one of the reasons why
foxhunting enthusiasts gravitate towards this traditional hunt.
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Regular social events, such as hunt breakfasts and post-hunt gatherings, provide
opportunities for participants to connect and share their experiences. It is not
uncommon to see generations of families who have been involved in The Iroquois
Hunt, reinforcing the sense of belonging and unity that defines this exceptional
community.

The Iroquois Hunt Bluegrass Foxhunting Tradition Sports remains a cherished
part of Kentucky's heritage. As the hunt continues to embrace the timeless
traditions associated with foxhunting, it serves as a testament to the enduring
spirit of this captivating sport.

So, whether you are an equestrian enthusiast looking to experience the thrill of
the chase or simply someone who admires the preservation of long-standing
traditions, The Iroquois Hunt is a must-visit destination for an authentic foxhunting
experience.
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Founded near Lexington, Kentucky, in 1880--and refounded in 1926--the Iroquois
Hunt Club is a small club at the heart of the Bluegrass. Its history, however, is
populated by vivid characters with strong links to some of America's most
influential figures and most important movements of the last 120 years. Members
participated in the Black Hills Gold Rush of the 1870s, the fight for women's right
to vote in the early 1900s, Theodore Roosevelt's creation of national parks and
the building of the Grand Coulee Dam. At home in the Bluegrass, they also
contributed mightily to the development of modern Lexington and were key
figures in founding the iconic Keeneland Racecourse and in a number of historic
Thoroughbred nurseries, including Calumet and the Whitney farm. Authors
Christopher and Glenye Oakford retrace the storied past of an influential group.
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