
The Game Harvard Yale And America In 1968
The year 1968 was a tumultuous time in America. Civil rights movements, anti-
war protests, and political unrest dominated the headlines. In the midst of this
chaos, a football game between Harvard and Yale took place, capturing the
attention and imagination of a nation.

The rivalry between Harvard and Yale has always been intense, but the events of
1968 added an extra layer of significance to their annual clash. Both universities
were at the forefront of student activism, with students demanding change and
challenging the status quo.

The game was scheduled to be held at Harvard Stadium on November 23, 1968.
The atmosphere leading up to the game was electric, with students from both
Harvard and Yale organizing protests and demonstrations. Many saw the game
as an opportunity to make a statement and draw attention to their causes.
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As thousands of spectators filled the stadium, tensions ran high. Protestors
marched outside, calling for an end to the Vietnam War and demanding greater
civil rights. The political climate of the time was reflected in the stands, where
signs advocating for social justice were prevalent.

On the field, the Harvard and Yale football teams battled it out. Harvard was
looking to redeem themselves after a string of losses to Yale, while Yale was
determined to maintain their winning streak. The game was fiercely contested,
with both teams displaying skill and determination.

However, the game itself would soon be overshadowed by events beyond the
field. In the third quarter, with Harvard leading 16-14, a group of approximately
300 protestors stormed the field, disrupting the game. They carried signs,
chanted slogans, and refused to leave.

The protest symbolized the larger unrest that was happening across the country.
It was a moment of defiance against the establishment and a call for change. The
game, which had been a symbol of tradition and rivalry, suddenly became a
platform for political expression.

What followed was a remarkable display of unity and understanding. Rather than
respond with anger or force, the players and coaches from both teams came
together to address the protestors. They listened to their concerns and engaged
in a dialogue about the issues that were plaguing the nation.

This act of empathy and solidarity resonated with the protestors and the crowd. It
became a powerful moment of unity in a time of division. The game, for a brief
moment, transcended its role as a sporting event and became a stage for
change.



Eventually, the protestors voluntarily left the field, allowing the game to continue.
Harvard went on to win the match 29-29, but the final score was almost irrelevant.
The true victory was the dialogue that took place on the field that day.

The events of the Harvard-Yale game in 1968 had a lasting impact on both
universities and the nation as a whole. It served as a reminder that sports can be
a powerful platform for social change and can bring people together in ways that
transcend the game itself.

In the years following the game, both Harvard and Yale continued to be at the
forefront of activism and social justice movements. The dialogue that started on
the field that day carried over into the classrooms and lecture halls, shaping the
future leaders of America.

The Game Harvard Yale And America In 1968 will always be remembered as a
significant moment in history. It exemplified the power of unity and the role that
sports can play in inspiring change. It serves as a reminder that even in the midst
of turmoil, there is always hope for a better future.
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*A New York Times Notable Book**A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of the Year*

From the bestselling National Book Award finalist and author of The Big House
comes “a well-blended narrative packed with top-notch reporting and relevance
for our own time” (The Boston Globe) about the young athletes who battled in the
legendary Harvard-Yale football game of 1968 amidst the sweeping currents of
one of the most transformative years in American history.

On November 23, 1968, there was a turbulent and memorable football game: the
season-ending clash between Harvard and Yale. The final score was 29-29. To
some of the players, it was a triumph; to others a tragedy. And to many, the
reasons had as much to do with one side’s miraculous comeback in the game’s
final forty-two seconds as it did with the months that preceded it, months that
witnessed the assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert F. Kennedy, police
brutality at the Democratic National Convention, inner-city riots, campus
takeovers, and, looming over everything, the war in Vietnam.

George Howe Colt’s The Game is the story of that iconic American year, as seen
through the young men who lived it and were changed by it. One player had
recently returned from Vietnam. Two were members of the radical antiwar group
SDS. There was one NFL prospect who quit to devote his time to black altruism;
another who went on to be Pro-Bowler Calvin Hill. There was a guard named
Tommy Lee Jones, and fullback who dated a young Meryl Streep. They played
side by side and together forged a moment of startling grace in the midst of the
storm.

“Vibrant, energetic, and beautifully structured” (NPR), this magnificent and
intimate work of history is the story of ordinary people in an extraordinary time,
and of a country facing issues that we continue to wrestle with to this day. “The



Game is the rare sports book that lives up to the claim of so many entrants in this
genre: It is the portrait of an era” (The Wall Street Journal).
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