
The First Indian Solo Circumnavigation Under
Sail Making Waves

There's an incredible adventure taking place on the seas that is captivating the
world's attention. The first-ever Indian solo circumnavigation under sail is making
waves and breaking barriers.
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Naval Captain Dilip Donde is the brave sailor who embarked on this historic
journey. With relentless determination and unwavering passion for sailing, he set
forth on a voyage that would not only test his physical and mental endurance but
also inspire a nation.
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The idea of a solo circumnavigation has always been a dream for many sailors,
but it seemed like an impossible feat for an Indian sailor. However, Captain
Donde defied all odds and decided to chase his dream, becoming the first Indian
to ever attempt such a daring adventure.

The journey began on August 19, 2009, from Mumbai's Gateway of India. Captain
Donde's vessel, INSV Mhadei, an Indian naval training ship, was equipped with
state-of-the-art technology and necessary supplies to endure the rigorous
challenges of the open sea.
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As Captain Donde sailed into uncharted territories, he faced relentless storms,
monstrous waves, and solitude that tested his limits. But with every challenge, he
stayed strong, using his experience and training to navigate through treacherous
waters. His determination to complete the circumnavigation propelled him
forward.

The route included crossing the mighty Indian and Southern oceans, traveling
across the equator twice, and even passing through the treacherous Cape of
Good Hope. Each milestone was a testament to his extraordinary perseverance
and love for sailing.

During the 276-day journey, Captain Donde faced numerous challenges that put
his skills to the test. From battling extreme weather conditions to repairing
damages to his vessel, he encountered obstacles that could have deterred even
the most experienced sailors.

However, it was his unwavering spirit and the support he received from the Indian
Navy, his family, and sailing enthusiasts worldwide that kept him going. The
journey became a symbol of resilience and triumph, inspiring countless
individuals to pursue their dreams.

Captain Donde's arrival in Mumbai on May 22, 2010, marked a momentous
occasion in Indian history. His successful completion of the solo circumnavigation
under sail shattered stereotypes and ignited a newfound passion for sailing in the
country.

His achievement not only signifies the triumph of an individual but also reflects
India's growing presence in the world of sailing. Captain Donde's journey has
opened doors for many aspiring Indian sailors to undertake similar expeditions,
challenging the boundaries that once held them back.



The impact of this historic accomplishment has extended beyond the sailing
community. The story of Captain Donde's solo circumnavigation has reached
people from all walks of life, instilling a sense of pride and inspiring others to
pursue their own dreams, no matter how improbable they may seem.

The first Indian solo circumnavigation under sail has not only left an indelible
mark in history but has also created a legacy that will be remembered for years to
come. Captain Dilip Donde's remarkable feat has set an example for future
generations, showing that with determination, passion, and unwavering belief,
nothing is impossible.

So, let us celebrate the incredible journey of Captain Donde and his historic
achievement. May it inspire others to push their boundaries, explore the
uncharted, and make waves in their own lives.
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An engrossing narrative of one man’s struggle to achieve his dream against all
odds, this is both a fast-paced adventure and a telling commentary on how
heroes are often made despite the system they operate in, by dint of sheer
perseverance and commitment to a chosen path. Above all, it’s a paean to the
power of self-belief that serves to inspire, motivate and exhilarate. On 19 May
2010, as he sailed INSV Mhadei into Mumbai harbour, Commander Dilip Donde
earned his place in India’s maritime history by becoming the first Indian to
complete a solo circumnavigation under sail, south of the 3 Great Capes. The
feat, successfully completed by just over 200 people in the world, had never been
attempted in his country before. In his own words, the book chronicles his
progress over four years, from building a suitable boat with an Indian boat-
builder; weaving his way through the ‘sea-blind’ and often quixotic bureaucracy;
and training himself with no precedent or knowledge base in the country, to finally
sailing solo around the world. During this gruelling task he was mentored by Sir
Robin Knox-Johnston, the first man to sail solo non-stop around the world.
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