The Epic Showdown: The Scrap For Cricket
County Championship 2016 Between
Middlesex and Somerset

It was a battle like no other, a clash of titans that captivated cricket enthusiasts
from across the globe. The county championship of 2016 witnessed an intense
showdown between Middlesex and Somerset, two teams that were determined to
clinch the prestigious title. This thrilling encounter was not just a mere cricket

match; it was a spectacle of skill, strategy, and unwavering determination.

Throughout the tournament, both Middlesex and Somerset displayed their
remarkable talent and resilience. It was a fierce competition where every point
mattered. As the final stages of the championship approached, it became clear

that these two teams were the ones to watch out for.

On one side, Middlesex, a team known for their consistency and exceptional
teamwork. Led by an illustrious captain, the team had a strong batting lineup that
could annihilate any bowling attack. Their bowlers were equally formidable, with
the ability to dismantle even the most established batting lineups. Middlesex had

a point to prove, and they were willing to go to any lengths to emerge victorious.
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On the other side, Somerset, a team with a rich history in English cricket. They
possessed a squad of young and talented players who were eager to make a
mark on the grandest cricketing stage. With a leader who had a knack for making
bold decisions, Somerset aimed to dethrone their opponents and claim the

championship trophy.

As the final match approached, tensions reached an all-time high. The stage was
set at Lord's Cricket Ground, a venue known for hosting historic clashes. Cricket
pundits and fans alike were eagerly waiting to witness this epic showdown

between Middlesex and Somerset.

The match commenced with Middlesex winning the toss and electing to bat first.
The opening pair gave their team a solid start, building a strong foundation for the
middle-order batsmen. The Somerset bowlers, however, were relentless in their
pursuit to break through the Middlesex lineup. As the wickets fell, tension filled
the air, and the crowd held their breath, witnessing the unfolding drama on the

pitch.

Middlesex fought back with determination, refusing to succumb to the pressure.

Their middle-order batsmen displayed exceptional skill and composure,
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frustrating the Somerset bowlers. With each boundary, the crowd erupted in

cheers, as Middlesex began to build a substantial score.

However, Somerset was not one to back down easily. With a fierce attack led by
their fast bowlers, they managed to curtail the scoring rate. The crowd was
treated to a mesmerizing display of pace bowling, with every delivery bringing a

sense of anticipation and excitement.

As the day progressed, the match continued to sway like a pendulum. Both teams
had their moments of brilliance, with partnerships being formed and broken, and
wickets being claimed at crucial junctures. Every run mattered, every wicket was

celebrated, as the match unfolded into a nerve-wracking spectacle.

The second day of the match saw a shift in momentum. Somerset's batsmen
showcased their prowess, skillfully maneuvering their way through Middlesex's
bowling attack. The crowd watched in awe as the batsmen unleashed an array of

strokes, sending the ball soaring over the boundary ropes.

Middlesex, however, refused to be overshadowed. Their bowlers fought back with
sheer determination, extracting every ounce of skill they possessed. The match
reached a level of intensity that left no room for complacency. The performance of
each player became crucial, with the fate of the championship hanging in the

balance.

As the final day arrived, it became apparent that the outcome would be
determined in the last few overs. With an enthralling battle between bat and ball,
the match was drawing towards an exhilarating . Both teams fought tooth and

nail, desperate to outwit their opponent and claim victory.



As the clock ticked away, Middlesex displayed nerves of steel. Their bowlers
unleashed an onslaught on Somerset's batting lineup, claiming crucial wickets.
The tension in the air became palpable. The outcome of the match was now

hanging by a thread, as Somerset's chances of winning grew slimmer.

With each ball bowled, each run scored, the crowd at Lord's Cricket Ground held
its collective breath. The captivating contest had brought fans to the edge of their

seats, their hearts filled with exhilaration and anxiety.

In the end, it was Middlesex who emerged as the victors, winning the county
championship of 2016. Their remarkable performance throughout the tournament
had paid off, and they had etched their name in cricketing history. Somerset,
though disappointed, had displayed immense talent and fought valiantly till the

last ball.

The scrap for the Cricket County Championship 2016 between Middlesex and
Somerset will forever be remembered as one of the greatest battles in cricketing
history. It was a clash that transcended the boundaries of sport, captivating the
hearts of millions around the world. The skill, determination, and drama on

display were truly a spectacle to behold.

As the crowd filed out of Lord's Cricket Ground, they carried with them memories
that would last a lifetime. Whether they were fervent supporters or neutral
observers, they had witnessed a contest that showcased the very essence of this

remarkable sport.
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On 23rd September 2016, the last day of the County Championship, three teams
were in contention to win it. Somerset, having thrashed Nottinghamshire, would
win if Middlesex and Yorkshire could wrestle themselves to a draw at Lord’s. They
almost did, until 28 balls from the very end of the fourth day of the final game of a
cricket season that had begun six months earlier, Middlesex grasped the winning

prize.

‘The tale of two terriers and the Somerset cat’ starts in Taunton in early August
2016, and follows the championship for the next two months right up to that
dramatic 23rd September. This is no straight line but goes by twists and turns,

including a deviation to Ferrara in ltaly.

The text captures the exquisite intricacies of the story, and is built around the day-
by-day accounts of Somerset v Durham in early August, and of the Somerset v
Nottinghamshire and Middlesex v Yorkshire matches in late September. The

whole is enriched by some sixty of Tim Cawkwell’s own photographs.
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Underpinning this story is a debate about long-form cricket versus blast cricket.
Just at the moment when the long form of the game is at risk of being pushed to
the margins as old-fashioned and unprofitable, it produced one of the most
extraordinary spectacles in its long history, proving that its arm-wrestling and
subtleties are as exciting a form of sport as ever, one that endures in the memory,

and one that this book captures in all its epic quality.
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