
The Creation Of Local Innovation Systems In
Emerging Countries
Emerging countries are experiencing rapid growth in various sectors, and one
crucial aspect that drives their development is the creation of local innovation
systems. With the increasing recognition of the importance of innovation in driving
economic growth, countries around the world are now focusing on building their
innovation capabilities. This article aims to explore the strategies employed by
emerging countries in creating local innovation systems and the impact it has on
their economic, social, and technological advancements.

Understanding Local Innovation Systems

Local innovation systems refer to the networks, institutions, and actors within a
specific geographic region that work together to generate and commercialize new
ideas and technologies. These systems aim to foster collaboration between
industry, academia, research institutes, and government agencies, creating an
environment conducive to innovation and knowledge exchange.

In emerging countries, the creation of local innovation systems is driven by the
need for economic diversification and sustainable development. These countries
often have rich natural resources but lack the technological capabilities to utilize
them effectively. By developing local innovation systems, they seek to build their
domestic industries and reduce reliance on foreign technologies and expertise,
thereby fostering long-term economic growth.
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Strategies for Creating Local Innovation Systems

Creating effective local innovation systems in emerging countries is a complex
and dynamic process that requires a multi-stakeholder approach. Here are some
strategies commonly employed:

1. Government Support and Investment:

The government plays a crucial role in shaping and supporting local innovation
systems. It provides funding for research and development activities, establishes
policies and regulations that encourage innovation, and sets up institutions and
programs to facilitate knowledge exchange and collaboration. By investing in
infrastructure, education, and training, the government creates an enabling
environment that attracts businesses and promotes innovation.

2. Collaboration between Academia and Industry:

Strong collaboration between academia and industry is essential for the creation
of successful local innovation systems. Universities and research institutes
contribute to technological advancements through research and development
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activities, while industry partners provide real-world applications and market
knowledge. By bridging the gap between research and commercialization, this
collaboration ensures that innovative ideas and technologies are effectively
translated into practical solutions.

3. Entrepreneurship and Start-up Culture:

Promoting entrepreneurship and cultivating a vibrant start-up culture are essential
for fostering innovation in emerging countries. By providing support and
incentives for entrepreneurs, such as access to funding, mentorship programs,
and incubation centers, governments encourage the creation of new ventures.
Start-ups bring fresh perspectives, disruptive ideas, and entrepreneurial spirit to
the local innovation ecosystem, driving creativity and pushing boundaries.

4. International Collaboration and Knowledge Exchange:

Emerging countries recognize the importance of international collaboration and
knowledge exchange in fostering innovation. They establish partnerships and
cooperation agreements with developed countries and global organizations to
access cutting-edge technologies, best practices, and expertise. By participating
in international research initiatives and conferences, these countries leverage
global networks to enhance their innovation capabilities and stay updated on the
latest trends.

The Impact of Local Innovation Systems

The creation of local innovation systems has a profound impact on emerging
countries in several ways:

1. Economic Growth and Competitiveness:

Local innovation systems contribute to economic growth by enhancing the
competitiveness of industries and attracting foreign direct investment. By



developing indigenous technological capabilities, emerging countries can offer
unique value propositions and compete globally. Innovation-driven growth leads
to job creation, increased productivity, and overall economic well-being.

2. Social Development and Inclusive Growth:

Local innovation systems promote social development and inclusive growth by
addressing societal challenges and providing solutions that benefit the entire
population. By focusing on sectors such as healthcare, education, and
agriculture, emerging countries can improve the quality of life, reduce poverty,
and ensure equitable access to essential services. Innovation becomes a tool for
sustainable development and social transformation.

3. Technological Advancements:

The creation of local innovation systems brings about technological
advancements, enabling emerging countries to leapfrog stages of development.
By embracing emerging technologies like artificial intelligence, blockchain, and
renewable energy, these countries can overcome traditional barriers and rapidly
adopt innovative solutions. This allows them to stay ahead in the global
innovation race and become leaders in specific sectors.

The creation of local innovation systems in emerging countries is a strategic
imperative for their sustainable development and economic growth. By leveraging
the strength of academia, industry, government, and international collaboration,
these countries can foster a culture of innovation that drives technological
advancements and addresses societal challenges. As they continue to invest in
their local innovation systems, emerging countries position themselves as global
players in the rapidly evolving knowledge economy.
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This book deals with the creation of local innovation systems (LIS) in emerging
countries. The authors analyze the role of the government, firms and research
centers in the formation of LIS. Special attention is paid to the manner in which
different leading actors implement their LIS development strategies. The book
presents detailed case studies on different strategies used to implement LIS in
Singapore, Dubai, Taiwan and Iran.
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