
The Complete How To Guide For Finding
Catching Walleyes Year Round

Are you an avid angler looking to improve your walleye fishing skills? Look no
further! This complete guide will equip you with all the knowledge and techniques
you need to find and catch walleyes throughout the year. Whether you're a
beginner or an experienced angler, this comprehensive guide has something for
everyone.

Understanding the Walleye

Before we dive into the specifics of finding and catching walleyes, it's essential to
understand the species. Walleyes are predatory fish commonly found in
freshwater lakes and rivers. They have distinctive large, glossy eyes, which help
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them see in low-light conditions and provide them a hunting advantage during
dawn and dusk.
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Walleyes are highly adaptable and can be found in various habitats. They prefer
clear, rocky bottoms, but they also thrive near submerged structures like weed
beds, submerged logs, and rock formations. Understanding their preferred habitat
will increase your chances of a successful catch.

Seasonal Patterns

Walleye behavior changes with the seasons, and understanding these patterns is
crucial to your success. In spring, walleyes spawn and migrate to shallow, rocky
areas. They can be caught using various techniques such as jigging, trolling, or
casting crankbaits.

In the summer, walleyes move to deeper waters, seeking cooler temperatures.
They often suspend near thermoclines or hide in submerged structures to escape
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the bright sunlight. Trolling with live bait or using techniques like bottom bouncing
can yield great results during this time.

In the fall, walleyes become more active as they prepare for the winter. They feed
aggressively, making it an excellent time to catch trophy-sized walleyes. Casting
crankbaits or using live bait rigs near rocky points or drop-offs can be particularly
effective.

During winter, walleyes can be found in deeper waters or near structures such as
submerged weed beds, humps, or rock piles. Ice fishing with jigs, spoons, or tip-
ups can be extremely productive, but safety precautions should always be
prioritized when ice fishing.

Techniques and Tips

Now that you understand the seasonal patterns of walleyes, it's time to dive into
the various techniques and tips to improve your success rate. Here are some of
the key strategies:

1. Choosing the right bait: Walleyes have specific preferences when it comes to
bait. Experiment with live bait options like minnows, leeches, or
nightcrawlers. Alternatively, artificial lures such as jigs, crankbaits, or
spinnerbaits can also be highly effective.

2. Mastering jigging techniques: Jigging is a versatile technique that can be
used year-round. Learn how to use different jigging motions, speeds, and
depths to entice walleyes to bite.

3. Trying trolling: Trolling is a popular technique for covering larger areas of
water. Consider using crankbaits or live bait while trolling at different speeds
to find the most effective approach.



4. Understanding walleye feeding habits: Walleyes tend to feed during low-light
conditions. Plan your fishing trips accordingly, targeting early mornings,
evenings, or overcast days for the best results.

5. Utilizing electronics: Invest in quality fish finders or sonar devices to locate
walleyes and identify potential structures or drop-offs where they may be
hiding.

Catching walleyes can be a thrilling and rewarding experience for any angler. By
understanding the species, seasonal patterns, and utilizing appropriate
techniques, you can significantly enhance your chances of success. Remember
to respect fishing regulations and practice responsible angling to preserve the
walleye population for future generations of anglers. So grab your gear, follow this
guide, and get ready to reel in some trophy-sized walleyes year-round!
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More than any other gamefish, walleyes have the reputation of being finicky and
hard to find. While this is sometimes true, you can greatly improve your 'luck' by
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learning the proven strategies and techniques contained in this book.

Learn to rig your boat, choose the right rods, reels, lines and lures, and how to
use the latest electronics. The combination of underwater, overhead, and how-to
photography makes it easier than ever to understand the basics of catching
walleye. Even if the fish are hiding in the weeds or the weather isn't ideal, this
book will improve your success on the water.
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