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When it comes to American literature, Edith Wharton is undoubtedly one of the
most prominent and influential writers of her time. Her ability to capture the
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essence of the Gilded Age and explore societal norms and restrictions is
unrivaled. In this article, we delve into some of her most famous works, including
The Age of Innocence, The House of Mirth, Ethan Frome, and others, to uncover
the brilliance and timeless relevance of her storytelling.

The Age of Innocence: A Portrait of Social Conformity and
Forbidden Love

Published in 1920, The Age of Innocence offers readers a glimpse into New York
City's upper-class society in the 1870s. Wharton explores the constraints
imposed on individuals by societal expectations and traditions, particularly in
matters of love and relationships.
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The story revolves around Newland Archer, a young lawyer from a wealthy family,
who finds himself torn between his duty to marry the choice of his strict family and
his undying love for the unconventional Countess Ellen Olenska. Through a
gripping narrative filled with complex characters and subtle symbolism, Wharton
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paints a vivid picture of love, sacrifice, and the struggle between social conformity
and personal freedom.

The House of Mirth: A Harrowing Tale of Morality and Consequences

The House of Mirth, published in 1905, is a brilliant critique of the society's
obsession with wealth, beauty, and social status. The protagonist, Lily Bart, an
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intelligent and beautiful young woman, struggles to secure a wealthy husband to
maintain her social standing while battling her own desires for love.

Wharton masterfully depicts the consequences of a society obsessed with
appearances and the sacrifices individuals make to fit into its mold. With her keen
observations and sharp wit, she reveals the inherent dangers and moral
corruption that lurk beneath a world driven by perceived social value.

Ethan Frome: A Tragic Tale of Forbidden Love and Desperation



Ethan Frome, published in 1911, offers a departure from Wharton's usual setting
of upper-class New York society. Set in a small fictional New England town, the
story focuses on the life of Ethan Frome, a poor farmer, and his loveless marriage
to his chronically ill wife, Zeena.

When Zeena's young cousin, Mattie Silver, comes to live with them and injects a
spark of life into Ethan's dull existence, a forbidden love blooms. Wharton
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expertly portrays the intense emotions and tragic consequences of a love affair
constrained by societal expectations and personal responsibilities.

Wharton's Other Literary Gems and Legacy

While The Age of Innocence, The House of Mirth, and Ethan Frome are
undoubtedly three of Wharton's most famous works, she has left behind an
impressive literary legacy. Her other notable works, such as The Custom of the
Country, Summer, and The Buccaneers, continue to captivate readers with their
insightful social commentary and compelling narratives.

Through her exploration of societal norms, class distinctions, and individual
desires, Wharton transcends time and offers readers a lens into the complexities
of human relationships. Her sharp understanding of human nature and her
impeccable writing style have made her a true literary icon.

In , Edith Wharton's literary works, including The Age of Innocence, The House of
Mirth, Ethan Frome, and others, display the beauty and power of her storytelling.
With her keen observations of societal norms and restrictions, Wharton's works
continue to resonate with readers today, highlighting the timeless relevance of her
themes. If you haven't yet delved into the world of Edith Wharton, now is the
perfect time to discover the brilliance of one of America's finest writers.
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Print length : 10181 pages

Edith Wharton drew upon her insider's knowledge of the upper class New York
"aristocracy" to realistically portray the lives and morals of the Gilded Age. In
1921, she became the first woman to win the Pulitzer Prize in Literature, for her
novel The Age of Innocence.
Among her other well known works are The House of Mirth and the novella Ethan
Frome.
Wharton's writings often dealt with themes such as social and individual
fulfillment, repressed sexuality, and the manners of old families and the new elite.
A key recurring theme in Wharton's writing is the relationship between the house
as a physical space and its relationship to its inhabitant's characteristics and
emotions.
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