
The 57 Celtics: The First Banner And The
Dawning Of Newamerica
When it comes to basketball, few teams can match the achievement and success
of the Boston Celtics. Throughout their storied history, the Celtics have been
synonymous with greatness, winning a record-setting 17 NBA championships.
However, it was their first banner, won back in 1957, that truly marked the
beginning of an era and the dawning of a new basketball dynasty in Newamerica.

The Birth of a Legendary Team

Before the Boston Celtics emerged as the dominating force in basketball, they
were a struggling franchise looking for a breakthrough. In the early 1950s, the
team underwent a complete overhaul, hiring Red Auerbach as the head coach
and acquiring several key players, including the legendary Bill Russell.

Bill Russell, often regarded as one of the greatest basketball players of all time,
brought an unprecedented level of athleticism and defensive prowess to the
team. With his dominance on the court and Auerbach's coaching genius, the
Celtics were on the path to greatness.
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The Road to the Championship

The 1957 NBA Finals saw the Celtics face off against the talented St. Louis
Hawks. Led by coach Red Auerbach, Boston was determined to end their
championship drought. After a hard-fought series, the Celtics emerged victorious,
defeating the Hawks in a thrilling Game 7. This victory marked the first NBA
championship for the Boston Celtics and the beginning of an incredible run of
success that would last for years to come.

In that decisive Game 7, Bill Russell demonstrated his exceptional skills,
recording an astounding 19 points and 32 rebounds. His dominant performance
not only earned him the Finals MVP award but also set the tone for the Celtics'
future success. With Russell as their cornerstone, the Celtics were destined for
greatness in the years ahead.

A Legacy of Excellence

The 1957 banner marked the start of an extraordinary run for the Celtics, who
went on to win an incredible 11 championships in 13 seasons from 1957 to 1969.
This era is often regarded as the team's golden age and is etched in basketball
history as one of the most dominant periods by any franchise.

The Celtics' success was a result of their exceptional teamwork, defensive
intensity, and the leadership of Red Auerbach. Under Auerbach's guidance, the
team employed innovative strategies, such as the fast break and full-court press,
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which revolutionized the game of basketball. The Celtics became known for their
unselfishness and willingness to sacrifice individual glory for team success.

During this era, the Celtics featured an extraordinary roster of players, including
Bill Russell, Bob Cousy, John Havlicek, and Sam Jones -- all of whom were future
Hall of Famers. Each player brought a unique skill set to the team, making the
Celtics virtually unstoppable on both ends of the court.

The Impact of the 57 Celtics

The 1957 Celtics not only revolutionized the game of basketball but also had a
profound impact on society. This team was one of the first to embrace racial
integration and showcased the power of diversity in achieving success.

Bill Russell, an African-American player, faced numerous instances of racism
during his career. However, he persevered and, with the support of his
teammates and coach, defied the odds to become a basketball icon. Russell's
success became a symbol of hope and inspiration for many, transcending the
game of basketball.

The success of the 1957 Celtics paved the way for further racial integration in
professional sports and opened doors for future generations of players. Their
triumphs and contributions to the sport continue to resonate today.

The 57 Celtics' first banner not only marked the beginning of a basketball dynasty
but also represented a turning point in the sport's history. Led by the legendary
Bill Russell and visionary coach Red Auerbach, the Celtics set a new standard of
excellence that would be emulated for years to come.

Their success on the court, coupled with their impact on society, solidified the
Celtics' place in basketball lore. The 1957 Celtics team will forever be



remembered as the trailblazers who transformed an entire franchise and set the
stage for what would become known as the golden age of the Boston Celtics.
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On a fateful day in 1957, the country saw the Boston Celtics and the St. Louis
Hawks face off in one of the most dramatic NBA games in history. But the score
at the final buzzer told only part of the story. Celtics rookie Bill Russell, traded by
the Hawks because of his race, emerged as a new sports hero. Boston's coach
Red Auerbach went on to become the ultimate winner and builder of
championship teams. And the city of Boston and its beloved Celtics had their first
NBA championship-and the makings of a dynasty.
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