
Study Guide: Everything You Need to Know
About "There There" By Tommy Orange
Supersummary
Are you looking for a comprehensive study guide on Tommy Orange's critically
acclaimed novel "There There"? Look no further! In this in-depth article, we will
explore all the essential aspects of the book, providing you with a comprehensive
understanding and analysis of its themes, characters, and literary techniques.
Whether you are a student preparing for an exam or simply a fan of contemporary
literature, this study guide will serve as the perfect companion to delve deeper
into the world of "There There."

"There There" is the debut novel by Native American author Tommy Orange.
Published in 2018, the book has received widespread recognition and numerous
accolades for its powerful storytelling and thought-provoking themes. Set in
Oakland, California, "There There" provides a unique perspective on the
contemporary urban Native American experience. Its complex narrative structure
and diverse range of characters make it a compelling read for anyone interested
in exploring the complexities of identity, heritage, and the impact of historical
trauma.

The Plot

The novel revolves around the lives of twelve Native American characters who
are all heading towards the Big Oakland Powwow, a significant event that will
bring them together in unexpected ways. As their individual stories unfold, we
witness the struggles, dreams, and conflicts they face in their efforts to find their
place in a society that has often marginalized and silenced them. Orange
masterfully interweaves their narratives, creating a rich tapestry of voices that



explores themes of intergenerational trauma, the search for identity, and the
tension between tradition and modernity.
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Main Themes

1. Identity: One of the central themes of "There There" is the exploration of
identity, particularly how it intersects with the Native American experience. Each
character in the novel is grappling with their own sense of self and heritage, often
caught between the expectations of their communities and the influence of the
modern world. Through their journeys, Orange raises profound questions about
what it means to be Native American in contemporary society.

2. Historical Trauma: Another crucial theme explored in the novel is the impact
of historical trauma on Native American communities. Orange delves into the
painful legacy of colonization, displacement, and cultural erasure, highlighting the
profound and lasting effects these historical events continue to have on
individuals and communities today.
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3. Urban Native American Experience: "There There" provides a fresh
perspective on the urban Native American experience, challenging commonly
held stereotypes and shedding light on the diversity within Native communities.
Through the lens of the characters' lives in Oakland, Orange explores the
complex dynamics of urbanization and its impact on Native culture, family, and
community.

Key Characters

Orange's novel features a wide range of compelling and diverse characters.
While it is difficult to encompass all of them in this study guide, here are some
key characters you should pay attention to:

1. Opal Viola Victoria Bear Shield: A resilient and determined woman who
embarks on a journey to connect with her Native American heritage.

2. Orvil Red Feather: A young boy who finds solace in traditional powwow
dancing as he navigates the challenges of growing up without his parents.

3. Jacquie Red Feather: Orvil's estranged aunt, who has battled with substance
abuse and is searching for redemption.

4. Dene Oxendene: A documentary filmmaker who wants to capture the stories
of urban Native Americans to showcase their experiences and struggles.

Literary Techniques

Orange's writing style is characterized by its lyrical prose, vivid descriptions, and
innovative narrative structure. Here are some of the literary techniques employed
in "There There" that enhance the reading experience:



1. Multigenerational Narratives: Orange skillfully weaves together the stories of
characters from different generations, providing a broader perspective on the
Native American experience and emphasizing the interconnectedness of past,
present, and future.

2. Stream of Consciousness: The novel frequently delves into characters'
thoughts and inner monologues, allowing readers to gain a deeper understanding
of their emotions, hopes, and fears.

3. Symbolism: Orange utilizes symbolism throughout the book to convey deeper
meanings and emphasize significant themes. Pay attention to recurring symbols
such as feathers, powwows, and the city of Oakland itself.

"There There" by Tommy Orange is a powerful and thought-provoking novel that
delves into the complexities of the urban Native American experience. Through its
diverse range of characters, evocative storytelling, and exploration of important
themes, Orange offers readers a profound and impactful reading experience. By
studying this comprehensive guide, you will gain a deep understanding of the
novel's plot, characters, themes, and literary techniques. So, dive into the world
of "There There" and discover the beauty and significance of this remarkable
work of contemporary literature.
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Analyzing literature can be hard — we make it easy! This in-depth study guide
offers summaries & analyses for all 4 chapters of There There by Tommy Orange.
Get more out of your reading experience and build confidence with study guides
proven to: raise students’ grades, save teachers time, and spark dynamic book
discussions. SuperSummary Study Guides are written by experienced educators
and literary scholars with advanced degrees in relevant fields. Here's what's
inside:

Chapter-by-chapter summaries— Refresh your memory of key events and
big ideas

Comprehensive literary analysis — Unlock underlying meaning

Examination of key figures in the text — Follow character arcs from tragedy
to triumph

Discussion of themes, symbols & motifs — Connect the dots among
recurring ideas

Important quotes with explanations — Appreciate the meaning behind the
words

Essay & discussion topics — Discover writing prompts and conversation
starters

Who uses SuperSummary Study Guides:

Students: Boost critical thinking skills — and grade averages — while
decreasing stress
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Educators: Save hours of prep time and create engaging lessons and
assignments

Book club members: Gain confidence in discussing literary analysis and lead
more thoughtful book chats

All readers: Better understand (and enjoy) the books you read

Why customers love SuperSummary Study Guides:

96% of students report earning a higher grade thanks to our study guides

98% of educators tell us that SuperSummary study guides save them time

99% of book club members credit our guides with improving club discussions

94% of readers say they find everything they need in SuperSummary study
guides

What SuperSummary customers say:
“I was taking a very fast paced class. I had to read 5 novels within 5 weeks so the
chapter summaries really helped. I ended up getting an A-B on every paper I
wrote! I recommend SuperSummary to all my college friends.” — Annabell C.,
College Student

“I use SuperSummary to supplement my own lesson planning designs. I
particularly like the discussion questions/essay questions offered, as well as the
summary of events and then interpretation/meaning of a section.” — Adrienne B.,
Middle School Teacher

“I started a book club and wanted some reference material. SuperSummary
helped me lead a productive discussion, get ideas for questions and gain a
deeper understanding of the material.” — Laura D., Book Club Member



“I needed a quick clarification of my own understanding of a novel before
discussing it with my students. SuperSummary guides are easy to maneuver —
everything is labeled and well-organized. — Stella I., High School Teacher

“Subscribing to SuperSummary was the only way to save my grade.
SuperSummary helped me get a high grade on my test and complete my summer
assignment.” — Dudley L, High School Student
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