
Six Flags Over Texas: The First Fifty Years - A
Roller Coaster Ride Through Time

The year was 1961 when Six Flags Over Texas opened its gates for the very first
time. Little did anyone know that this humble amusement park in Arlington, Texas
would go on to become one of the most beloved and renowned theme parks in
the world. Now, as it celebrates its 50th anniversary, Six Flags Over Texas takes
us on a thrilling ride through five decades of fun, excitement, and incredible
memories.

A Journey through Time
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As the name suggests, Six Flags Over Texas represents the six nations that have
ruled the state over the centuries: Spain, France, Mexico, the Republic of Texas,
the Confederate States of America, and the United States of America. The park
pays homage to these historical periods through various themed areas, each
offering a unique experience and attractions.
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The Birth of an Icon

When Angus G. Wynne, an oil tycoon turned amusement park enthusiast,
decided to bring a world-class amusement park to Texas, little did he know that
he was laying the foundation for an icon in the theme park industry. Six Flags
Over Texas opened its doors on August 5, 1961, welcoming guests to an
exhilarating collection of rides, shows, and entertainment.

From its humble beginnings with just six themed sections, the park has expanded
and evolved over the years, offering thrilling roller coasters, water rides, live
entertainment, and a range of attractions for visitors of all ages. Today, Six Flags
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Over Texas stands as a testament to the vision and dedication of its founders, as
well as the enthusiastic support of its loyal fans.

An Unforgettable Roller Coaster Experience

No visit to Six Flags Over Texas is complete without experiencing its heart-
pounding roller coasters. From The Shock Wave, one of the first roller coasters to
feature a modern vertical loop, to the exhilarating Titan, the tallest and fastest
roller coaster in Texas, the park offers adrenaline-pumping thrills no coaster
enthusiast can resist.

For those seeking a nostalgic experience, the iconic Texas Giant beckons with its
classic wooden structure and smooth yet thrilling ride. The New Texas Giant, a
hybrid coaster that combines classic wooden elements with modern steel
technology, offers a unique twist on a timeless favorite.

More than Just Roller Coasters

While Six Flags Over Texas is famous for its impressive collection of roller
coasters, the park offers much more than just thrilling rides. Families can enjoy
interactive shows, live entertainment, and meet their favorite Looney Tunes
characters. The Six Flags Hurricane Harbor water park provides a cool respite
from the Texas heat, with numerous water slides and attractions for all ages.

Continued Growth and Innovation

Over the past fifty years, Six Flags Over Texas has continued to grow and
innovate, introducing new and exciting attractions to wow its ever-growing fan
base. From the futuristic Justice League: Battle for Metropolis ride to the heart-
stopping Batman: The Ride, the park constantly pushes the boundaries of what is
possible in the world of theme park entertainment.



As it celebrates fifty years of laughter, screams, and excitement, Six Flags Over
Texas looks forward to welcoming even more visitors to experience the thrills and
joy that only this iconic amusement park can offer.

Six Flags Over Texas: The First Fifty Years is a captivating journey through time,
celebrating the rich history and thrilling experiences that have made this
amusement park an unforgettable destination. From its humble beginnings to its
current status as a global icon, Six Flags Over Texas has remained true to its
mission of providing heart-pounding thrills, family fun, and cherished memories
for generations.

So, join us as we take a roller coaster ride through fifty years of excitement and
adventure at Six Flags Over Texas – the amusement park that never fails to
deliver unforgettable experiences!
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This book traces the history of the Six Flags Over Texas amusement park,
located in Arlington, Texas, for over fifty years. The park opened in 1961.
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Coverage begins with the park's initial planning and construction in the late 1950s
and proceeds through its fiftieth anniversary season in 2011.

Presented are nearly 250 images. The images include concept art for the park;
original postcards; tourist photographs; public relations photographs; souvenir
documents; and original photographs by the author.

The book provides background regarding the individuals that designed and built
the park. It covers each of the major attractions added each season.

The author is an attorney in Tarrant County that worked as a ride operator in the
park for four years.
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