
Rosalie Gardiner Jones And The March For
Voting Rights: The Heroic Journey That
Shaped History
They say that behind every great movement, there is an extraordinary individual
who spearheads the change. Rosalie Gardiner Jones was one such individual.
Born on October 17, 1883, in Glen Cove, New York, Rosalie went on to become a
pivotal figure in the fight for women's voting rights in the early 20th century. Her
fearless determination and unwavering dedication continue to inspire generations
of activists.

An Unconventional Upbringing

From a young age, Rosalie displayed an unconventional spirit and a fervent
desire for social justice. Growing up in a privileged household, she received an
exceptional education that allowed her to explore her passions freely. However,
rather than conforming to societal expectations, Rosalie opted to use her privilege
to advocate for those who were marginalized.

Unlocking the Power of Activism

Rosalie's involvement in the women's suffrage movement was a turning point in
her life. In 1909, she joined the National American Woman Suffrage Association
(NAWSA) and was quickly recognized for her leadership skills. Guided by her
vision, Rosalie saw the need for more direct and impactful methods of protest.
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In 1912, Rosalie orchestrated an audacious plan to bring attention to the cause—
she organized a march from New York City to Albany, covering a distance of
approximately 175 miles. This milestone event, which became known as the
Suffrage Hike, aimed to raise awareness of women's voting rights and to
pressure lawmakers to take action.

The Suffrage Hike: A Test of Resilience

Rosalie and a group of dedicated suffragettes embarked on their arduous journey
on December 16, 1912. Through heavy rain, snow, and biting cold, they walked
day and night, facing numerous hardships along the way. They relied on the
support of sympathetic individuals who provided them with shelter, food, and
encouragement.

The Suffrage Hike caught the attention of the press and the public, captivating the
nation's imagination. Rosalie's extraordinary feat garnered widespread media
coverage, propelling the suffrage movement into the national spotlight.

A Champion for Change
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Despite facing constant opposition and encountering critics who questioned the
legitimacy of their cause, Rosalie and her fellow marchers persevered. Marching
with strength and determination, they reached Albany on December 28, 1912, to
a crowd of supporters. The Suffrage Hike had served its purpose—it brought
attention to the injustices faced by women, sparking conversations and debates
across the country.

Rosalie's dedication to the cause did not stop with the Suffrage Hike. She
continued to organize and participate in marches, rallies, and demonstrations
throughout the country. Her relentless pursuit of equality and justice inspired
countless women to join the suffrage movement, effectively leading to the
passing of the 19th Amendment in 1920, granting women the right to vote.

The Unyielding Legacy

Rosalie Gardiner Jones's unwavering commitment to the fight for women's voting
rights carved a lasting legacy. Her determination and resilience continue to
inspire activists across various social justice movements today.

Her work serves as a reminder that progress thrives on the efforts of individuals
who dare to challenge the status quo. Rosalie's heroic journey in organizing and
leading the Suffrage Hike stands as a testament to the power of determination
and passion in effecting societal change.

As we reflect on the incredible strides made towards gender equality, we owe a
debt of gratitude to pioneers like Rosalie Gardiner Jones. Their footsteps guided
the path that we walk today, reminding us of the importance of our right to vote
and the ongoing battle for equal rights.

Rosalie Gardiner Jones's role in the women's suffrage movement cannot be
understated. Her achievements and dedication leave a profound impact on the



annals of history. The Suffrage Hike, a symbol of her relentless pursuit for justice,
reminded the nation of the urgency and importance of women's right to vote.

Today, we stand on the shoulders of giants like Rosalie, who paved the way for a
more inclusive democracy. As we honor their memory, let us commit ourselves to
continue fighting for equal rights, ensuring that their sacrifices were not made in
vain.
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March of the Suffragettes tells the forgotten, real-life story of "General" Rosalie
Gardiner Jones, who in the waning days of 1912 mustered and marched an all-
women army nearly 200 miles to help win support for votes for women. General
Jones, along with her good friends and accomplices "Colonel" Ida Craft, "Surgeon
General" Lavinia Dock, and "War Correspondent" Jessie Hardy Stubbs, led
marchers across New York state for their pilgrims' cause, encountering not just
wind, fog, sleet, snow, mud, and ice along their unpaved way, but also hecklers,
escaped convicts, scandal-plagued industrialists on the lam, and jealous
boyfriends and overprotective mothers hoping to convince the suffragettes to
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abandon their dangerous project. By night Rosalie's army met and mingled with
the rich and famous, attending glamorous balls in beautiful dresses to deliver fiery
speeches; by day they fought blisters and bone-chilling cold, debated bitter anti-
suffragists, and dodged wayward bullets and pyrotechnics meant to intimidate
them. They composed and sang their own marching songs for sisterhood and
solidarity on their route, even as differences among them threatened to tear them
apart. March of the Suffragettes chronicles the journey of four friends across
dangerous terrain in support of a timeless cause, and it offers a hopeful reminder
that social change is achieved one difficult, dauntless, daring step at a time.
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