Reflections On Belonging While Wandering
The Globe: Exploring the Concept of Home

As human beings, we have an innate desire to belong. We seek connections, a
sense of familiarity and security, and a place that we can call home. But what
does it mean to belong? Is it tied to a physical location, or does it transcend

boundaries?

Wandering the globe, exploring different cultures and becoming a citizen of the
world, often presents a unique perspective on the notion of belonging. It
challenges our preconceived ideas and forces us to redefine the concept of
home. In this article, we delve deep into the reflections on belonging and the

profound impact it has on our lives.

The lllusion of a Fixed Home

Traditionally, we associate home with a physical place, often a house or a city
where we are born and raised. It is the place where we form our earliest
memories, where we feel a sense of familiarity, and where our roots run deep.
However, as we venture out into the world, we soon realize that the notion of a

fixed home is nothing more than an illusion.
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Traveling exposes us to different cultures, traditions, and ways of life. It opens our
minds and broadens our horizons. The more we explore, the more we realize that
home can exist in various forms. We find fragments of home in the strangers we

meet, the connections we make, and the memories we create.

The Beauty of Transient Connections

One of the most remarkable aspects of wandering the globe is the ability to form
transient connections with people from all walks of life. These connections,

although temporary, can leave a lasting impact on our sense of belonging.

In a café in Paris, we strike up a conversation with a local artist who shares their
passion and dreams with us. In a bustling market in Marrakech, we connect with
a vendor who teaches us the art of bargaining and welcomes us into their world.
These fleeting moments, filled with laughter, smiles, and shared experiences,

create a sense of belonging that transcends borders.

The Freedom of Cultural Adaptability

Belonging is not limited to the familiar. In fact, it thrives in the unknown and the
unfamiliar. As we wander the globe, we become adaptable to different cultures,

embracing their customs, traditions, and ways of life.

In every new place we visit, we shed our preconceived notions and surrender to

the enchantment of the local way of living. We find solace in the diversity,
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realizing that belonging is not about conforming but about transcending cultural

barriers.

The Struggle Between Rootlessness and Empowerment

While wandering the globe may offer a sense of freedom and adventure, it can
also lead to a feeling of rootlessness. We find ourselves detached from the
familiar, longing for the comfort of our original home. The struggle between this
rootlessness and the empowerment gained from exploring new territories is a

constant battle.

However, it is precisely in this struggle that we discover the true meaning of
belonging. We realize that it is not tethered to a specific place but rather resides
within us. It is an internal compass that guides us, reminding us that we belong

wherever we choose to be.

The Ultimate Reflection: Embracing the World as Home

As we reflect on the concept of belonging while wandering the globe, we uncover
a profound truth: our sense of home is not confined to a single location. It
expands as we gather fragments of experiences, people, and cultures along our

journey.

Belonging, then, becomes a state of mind. It is the understanding that we are
citizens of the world, connected to every corner of the globe. It is the realization
that our roots can intertwine with countless cultures, making the entire world our

home.

In our wanderings, we come to understand that belonging is not limited to a
physical place. It is a fluid concept that transcends boundaries and expands our

understanding of ourselves and the world around us.



As we venture into the unknown, forming connections and embracing new
cultures, we discover the depth and beauty of belonging. Our global wandering
becomes a journey of the heart, ultimately leading us to the profound realization

that home is not a fixed destination but a feeling within our souls.

In the end, we find solace in the knowledge that we can wander the globe and still

find a place to belong.
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As Tsh Oxenreider, author of Notes From a Blue Bike, chronicles her family’s
adventure around the world—seeing, smelling, and tasting the widely varying

cultures along the way—she discovers what it truly means to be at home.
The wide world is calling.

Americans Tsh and Kyle met and married in Kosovo. They lived as expats for

most of a decade. They’ve been back in the States—now with three kids under
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ten—for four years, and while home is nice, they are filled with wanderlust and

long to answer the call.

Why not? The kids are all old enough to carry their own backpacks but still young

enough to be uprooted, so a trip—a nine-months-long trip—is planned.

At Home in the World follows their journey from China to New Zealand, Ethiopia
to England, and more. They traverse bumpy roads, stand in awe before a
waterfall that feels like the edge of the earth, and chase each other through three-
foot-wide passageways in Venice. And all the while Tsh grapples with the concept

of home, as she learns what it means to be lost—yet at home—in the world.

“In this candid, funny, thought-provoking account, Tsh shows that it’s possible to
combine a love for adventure with a love for home.” —Gretchen Rubin, New York

Times bestselling author of The Happiness Project and Better Than Before
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