
Harmonic Feedback - The Remarkable
Journey of Tara Kelly
When it comes to the world of young adult fiction, few authors can captivate
readers like Tara Kelly. Her debut novel, "Harmonic Feedback," takes readers on
an emotional rollercoaster as they follow the inspiring journey of a teenage girl
named Drea.

Exploring the Realities of Dealing with Autism

One of the most remarkable aspects of "Harmonic Feedback" is how it sheds light
on the challenges faced by individuals on the autism spectrum, specifically Drea,
the protagonist of the story. Kelly masterfully captures the struggles and triumphs
of a teenager living with autism, providing readers with a unique perspective and
increasing awareness of this often misunderstood condition.

The book beautifully portrays Drea's journey as she navigates the complexities of
high school, dealing with social interactions, friendships, and her passion for
music. Kelly's meticulous research ensures an authentic portrayal of autism,
allowing readers to develop a deep connection with Drea's story.
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The Transformative Power of Music

"Harmonic Feedback" brilliantly showcases the transformative power of music in
Drea's life. As she grapples with her difficulties in expressing emotions and
connecting with others, music becomes her saving grace. Through her unique
connection with sound, Drea discovers her own voice and finds solace in the
harmonies she creates.

Kelly's vivid descriptions allow readers to feel and experience the music
alongside Drea, creating an intimate and immersive reading experience. The
book's soundtrack, composed of original songs mentioned throughout the novel,
further enhances the emotional impact of the story.

A Heartfelt Coming-of-Age Story

"Harmonic Feedback" transcends the limitations of a typical young adult novel. It
is a profound coming-of-age story that explores themes of self-discovery,
acceptance, resilience, and the power of human connection. Kelly's writing
evokes genuine emotions, leaving readers inspired and moved by Drea's journey.

The characters in the book are richly developed, each with their own struggles
and complexities. Drea's relationships with her friends, family, and music teacher
are portrayed with depth and authenticity, reflecting the intricate dynamics of real-
life connections.

Tara Kelly's Impact on the Literary World

With "Harmonic Feedback," Tara Kelly has firmly established herself as a
powerful voice in young adult fiction. Her ability to tackle sensitive topics with
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grace and honesty is commendable, setting her apart from other authors in the
genre.

Kelly's dedication to authenticity and inclusivity shines through in her writing,
making her an important advocate for diversity in literature. Through her work,
she has opened doors for more representation and understanding of individuals
with autism in the world of fiction.

"Harmonic Feedback" is a captivating and emotionally-charged novel that skillfully
navigates the complexities of autism and the power of music. Tara Kelly's
remarkable storytelling abilities transport readers into the mind and heart of Drea,
allowing them to experience her trials and triumphs firsthand.

As an author, Kelly has made a significant impact on the young adult literary
landscape, breaking barriers and amplifying the voice of individuals with autism.
"Harmonic Feedback" is a must-read for anyone seeking an engaging, thought-
provoking, and ultimately uplifting novel.
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Sixteen-year-old, music- and sound design-obsessed Drea doesn't have friends.
She has, as she's often reminded, issues. Drea's mom and a rotating band of
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psychiatrists have settled on "a touch of Asperger's."

Having just moved to the latest in a string of new towns, Drea meets two other
outsiders. And Naomi and Justin seem to actually like Drea. The three of them
form a band after an impromptu, Portishead-comparison-worthy jam after school.
Justin swiftly challenges not only Drea's preference for Poe over Black Lab but
also her perceived inability to connect with another person. Justin, against all
odds, may even like like Drea.

It's obvious that Drea can't hide behind her sound equipment anymore. But just
when she's found not one but two true friends, can she stand to lose one of
them?
Harmonic Feedback is a 2011 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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