
Going Local In Gran Canaria: How To Turn
Holiday Destination Into Home
Picture yourself waking up to the welcoming sound of waves crashing against the
shore, feeling the warm embrace of the sun on your skin, and breathing in the
fresh ocean breeze. The idea of turning a holiday destination into a home is a
dream many of us share, and Gran Canaria offers the perfect blend of relaxation,
adventure, and culture to make it a reality.

Nestled in the Canary Islands, Gran Canaria is a vibrant and diverse island
paradise that has captured the hearts of visitors from around the world. It offers a
unique opportunity to embrace the local culture, connect with the welcoming
community, and build a life in this stunning location.

So, if you're ready to transform your holiday destination into a permanent home,
here's a guide to going local in Gran Canaria:
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Exploring the Neighborhoods

One of the first steps in going local is getting to know the neighborhoods of Gran
Canaria. Each area has its own distinct charm and personality, catering to
different preferences and lifestyles. From the bustling streets of Las Palmas, the
island's capital city, to the tranquil coastal towns of Maspalomas and Puerto de
Mogán, there's a neighborhood for everyone.

Take the time to explore the various neighborhoods, immerse yourself in the local
atmosphere, and get a feel for where you could see yourself living. Talk to
residents, visit local cafes and shops, and experience the daily rhythm of life in
each area. This will help you make an informed decision about where to lay down
roots.

Learning the Language

While Gran Canaria attracts a diverse range of visitors from across the globe,
embracing the local language can have a transformative effect on your
experience. Learning Spanish gives you the opportunity to connect with the
community on a deeper level, understand the nuances of the culture, and be an
active participant in local events and activities.

Immerse yourself in the language by taking classes, practicing with locals, and
engaging in daily conversations. The locals will appreciate your efforts and you'll
feel a sense of belonging as you become more proficient in Spanish.

Getting Involved in the Community

One of the best ways to turn a holiday destination into a home is by actively
participating in the local community. Gran Canaria offers a myriad of opportunities
to get involved, whether it's through joining clubs and organizations, volunteering
for local initiatives, or attending cultural events.



By getting involved, you'll meet like-minded individuals who share your interests,
make new friends, and feel a sense of belonging. The community in Gran
Canaria is known for its warmth and inclusivity, so don't hesitate to reach out and
make connections.

Exploring Career Opportunities

Turning a holiday destination into a home often requires finding employment to
support your life on the island. Gran Canaria offers a range of career
opportunities, particularly in the tourism, hospitality, and service industries. With
its year-round pleasant climate and thriving tourism sector, there are plenty of
opportunities to build a successful career on the island.

Research the job market, network with professionals in your desired industry, and
explore potential employment options. By finding fulfilling work in Gran Canaria,
you'll be able to support yourself while enjoying all that the island has to offer.

Embracing the Local Cuisine

No journey towards going local in Gran Canaria would be complete without
indulging in the delicious local cuisine. From traditional Canarian dishes like
papas arrugadas (wrinkled potatoes) with mojo sauce to fresh seafood pulled
straight from the Atlantic Ocean, the island's culinary offerings are sure to delight
your taste buds.

Explore local markets, dine at authentic restaurants, and learn to cook traditional
recipes. This culinary immersion will not only deepen your connection to the local
culture but also introduce you to new flavors and culinary techniques.

Creating a Home Away From Home



Once you've found your ideal neighborhood, connected with the community, and
settled into your new life, it's time to create a home away from home. Whether
you choose to purchase a property or rent a long-term accommodation,
personalize your living space to reflect your personality and create a sanctuary
where you can truly relax and unwind.

Decorate with local artwork, incorporate elements of the natural surroundings,
and fill your home with memories and mementos from your time in Gran Canaria.
By creating a space that feels uniquely yours, you'll solidify your bond with the
island and truly feel like a local.

Turning a holiday destination into a home is an exciting and life-changing
decision. Gran Canaria, with its breathtaking landscapes, vibrant culture, and
warm community, provides the perfect backdrop for this transformation. By
exploring the neighborhoods, learning the language, getting involved in the
community, exploring career opportunities, embracing the local cuisine, and
creating a home away from home, you can turn your dream of living in Gran
Canaria into a reality. So pack your bags, dive into the local experience, and
make Gran Canaria your home.
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Whether you’re visiting Gran Canaria courtesy of picking up a last-minute bargain
break or planning to relocate there, Going Local in Gran Canaria is the book for
you. Covering everything from places to see on your holiday to property advice
and career opportunities, Going Local is much more than a travel guide. New
residents will be delighted by its accessible, humorous style and the inside scoop
on what’s hot and what’s not, coming from British journalist and resident of eight
years, Matthew Hirtes.

“Matthew Hirtes probably knows more about Gran Canaria than many who were
born there. Going Local is an engaging and authoritative guide for visitors and
new residents alike.”
Louise Parkin, editor Living Spain magazine

“Going Local in Gran Canaria takes us through the background, history, culture,
traditions and people at a steady canter that leaves you much better informed
than when you started the book, and with a desire to visit and experience the
pleasures and attractions yourself. Clearly, there is something for everyone: both
in the book and in Gran Canaria.”
Chris Marshall, Telegraph Expat columnist and blogger at Almerimarlife.com

“With a rare depth of insight, Matthew weaves his personal experiences through
an engaging narrative to show us a different face to Gran Canaria."
Andrea and Jack Montgomery author of Going Native in Tenerife

“An extraordinarily honest, detailed, colourfully-written guide that both informs
and entertains. Highly recommended.”
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Victoria Twead, author of Chickens, Mules and Two Old Fools, Two Old Fools -
Olé! and Mouth-Watering Spanish Recipes.
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