
Gaijin Guide To The Japanese Train System

When visiting Japan, one of the most efficient and convenient ways to get around
is by using the country's extensive train system. For first-time travelers, the
Japanese train system may seem intimidating due to its complexity and the
language barrier. However, with some helpful tips and information, any foreigner
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(or Gaijin in Japanese) can easily navigate through this remarkable transport
system.

Understanding the Basics

The Japanese train system is known for its punctuality, reliability, and cleanliness.
It consists of a network of trains operated by various companies, with each region
having its own railway lines. The major train operators in Japan include Japan
Railways (JR), private railway companies, and the subway system in major cities.
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To begin your journey, it's essential to have a basic understanding of the types of
trains you will encounter:

Shinkansen (Bullet Train): These high-speed trains connect major cities
and are known for their efficiency and comfort.

Express Trains: These trains make fewer stops than regular trains, allowing
for faster travel.

FREE

http://contentscompass.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHVaOHFmc3crckQwc0RDZTRuUmJOdFdOQzkvN3JzT3lpM1JZbzNLdGFFQlErbkJUMFZHZzBtb1RpZHhxMVZPM2RxWC9wcXNyaEUxU0lZdEtkbTJ3UnJ3PT0=:f4.pdf
http://contentscompass.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHVaOHFmc3crckQwc0RDZTRuUmJOdFdOQzkvN3JzT3lpM1JZbzNLdGFFQlErbkJUMFZHZzBtb1RpZHhxMVZPM2RxWC9wcXNyaEUxU0lZdEtkbTJ3UnJ3PT0=:f4.pdf
http://contentscompass.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHVaOHFmc3crckQwc0RDZTRuUmJOdFdOQzkvN3JzT3lpM1JZbzNLdGFFQlErbkJUMFZHZzBtb1RpZHhxMVZPM2RxWC9wcXNyaEUxU0lZdEtkbTJ3UnJ3PT0=:f4.pdf


Local Trains: These trains stop at every station along the route, making
them ideal for short distances.

Subways: The subway system is common in the major cities of Japan, such
as Tokyo and Osaka, and provides an efficient way to travel within these
areas.

Purchasing Tickets

When purchasing tickets at train stations, look for the ticket machines with an
English option. These machines are user-friendly and typically support cash and
credit cards. Alternatively, you can also approach the ticket counter and ask for
assistance, as station staff usually have some degree of English proficiency.

Japan Rail Pass is an excellent option for travelers who plan to extensively use
the train system during their stay. This pass offers unlimited travel on JR trains,
including Shinkansen, for a fixed period. However, it is only available for tourists
and must be purchased before entering Japan. It's worth considering if you plan
to make long-distance trips between major cities.

Navigating the Stations

Train stations in Japan can be large, with multiple platforms and exits. To
navigate them effectively, look for signs that show the train lines and their
destinations in both English and Japanese. Most stations also have maps and
diagrams to help you find your way.

Each platform will have markings indicating where the cars will stop along the
train. Pay attention to these markings and line up accordingly, as Japanese
commuters value order and respect the queuing culture. Additionally, some
platforms have designated areas for women or disabled passengers, so be
mindful of these sections.



Etiquette and Behavior

Japanese society places great importance on manners and it's crucial to respect
the cultural norms when using the train system:

Avoid talking loudly or making phone calls. If you need to take a call, switch
your phone to silent mode and speak softly.

Do not eat or drink on local trains or the subway, as this is considered
impolite. However, some Shinkansen and express trains have designated
areas for consuming food and drinks.

Give up your seat to the elderly, disabled, or pregnant passengers if no other
seats are available.

Do not block the doors when boarding or exiting the train, as it disrupts the
flow of passengers.

Keep your belongings to yourself and avoid taking up unnecessary space, as
trains can get crowded during peak hours.

Useful Phrases

While English signage is becoming more common in Japan, it's helpful to know a
few essential phrases:

Sumimasen: Excuse me, can be used to get someone's attention or
apologize.

Eki wa doko desu ka: Where is the station?

Kono densha wa Tokyo e ikimasu ka: Does this train go to Tokyo?

Learning a few basic phrases will make it easier to communicate with station staff
or fellow passengers if needed.



The Japanese train system may initially seem overwhelming, but with a little
practice and familiarity, it becomes an excellent way to explore this fascinating
country. Whether you're traveling to historical sites, picturesque landscapes, or
vibrant cities, the train system offers convenience, efficiency, and an opportunity
to experience Japan like a local.

So, embrace your inner adventurer and embark on this incredible journey through
the Gaijin Guide To The Japanese Train System. Enjoy the beautiful scenery,
immerse yourself in the rich culture, and let the trains take you to unforgettable
destinations.
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A Gaijin's Guide to the Japanese Train System introduces the reader to Japan’s
number one method of transportation. It is easy to be taken aback by everything
going on around you, but having a solid understanding of the basics will set your
mind at ease when you are standing in the station surrounded by the organized
chaos.

FREE

http://contentscompass.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHVaOHFmc3crckQwc0RDZTRuUmJOdFdOQzkvN3JzT3lpM1JZbzNLdGFFQlErbkJUMFZHZzBtb1RpZHhxMVZPM2RxWC9wcXNyaEUxU0lZdEtkbTJ3UnJ3PT0=:f4.pdf
http://contentscompass.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHVaOHFmc3crckQwc0RDZTRuUmJOdFdOQzkvN3JzT3lpM1JZbzNLdGFFQlErbkJUMFZHZzBtb1RpZHhxMVZPM2RxWC9wcXNyaEUxU0lZdEtkbTJ3UnJ3PT0=:f4.pdf
http://contentscompass.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHVaOHFmc3crckQwc0RDZTRuUmJOdFdOQzkvN3JzT3lpM1JZbzNLdGFFQlErbkJUMFZHZzBtb1RpZHhxMVZPM2RxWC9wcXNyaEUxU0lZdEtkbTJ3UnJ3PT0=:f4.pdf


In this book, you will find information and tips gathered not only from my personal
experiences, but also from the experiences of tourists, expats, and railway
veterans. It is my hope that after reading this you will be confident in your
adventures through Japan and may be able to help someone along the way.
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