
From War Child to War Horse: The
Extraordinary Journey of Michael Morpurgo

Michael Morpurgo, an exceptional British author, has touched the hearts of
millions with his poignant stories rooted in themes of war, resilience, and the
enduring power of love. From his own experiences as a child during World War II
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to his inspirational journey as a writer, Morpurgo's works have become literary
treasures cherished by readers of all ages.

Childhood in the Midst of War

Born on October 5, 1943, in St. Alban's, Hertfordshire, Michael Morpurgo grew up
in the tumultuous aftermath of World War II. His father, Tony Morpurgo, had
served in the military, leaving a lasting impact on young Michael's perception of
war. Despite the hardships faced by his family, Morpurgo's childhood was also
filled with warmth, imagination, and a love for storytelling.
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It was during this time that Morpurgo developed a deep appreciation for nature,
often finding solace in the countryside surrounding the village of Bradfield in
Devon, where his family found refuge. He would later draw inspiration from these
rural landscapes, vividly capturing their beauty and harnessing their power in his
writing.

A Teaching Journey
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After completing his studies at King’s College London and later at the University
of London, Morpurgo embarked on a career as a teacher. His passion for
nurturing young minds and instilling in them a love for literature was evident
during his time as a primary school teacher in Kent.

The transformative experiences Morpurgo encountered while teaching inspired
him to create his own stories, captivating his students and igniting their
imaginations. It was during this time that Morpurgo stumbled upon a hidden talent
for weaving tales that would resonate with children across the globe.

The Birth of a Literary Icon

In 1974, Michael Morpurgo published his first book, It Never Rained: Five Stories.
Although this debut may have gone relatively unnoticed, it paved the way for a
remarkable career that would span decades and touch countless hearts.
Morpurgo's breakthrough came with the publication of War Horse in 1982.



War Horse, a novel that masterfully navigates the horrors of war through the
journey of a remarkable horse named Joey, captured the imagination of readers
worldwide. The story resonated deeply, highlighting the bonds of friendship and
the devastating consequences of conflict. Its emotional impact was so significant
that War Horse was adapted into an award-winning stage play by the National
Theatre in 2007, followed by a film directed by Steven Spielberg in 2011.
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Advocacy for Children's Literature

Beyond his achievements as an author, Michael Morpurgo remains committed to
advocating for children's literature. In 2003, he was appointed as the Children's
Laureate, a prestigious position promoting reading and creative writing for young
people. During his tenure, Morpurgo tirelessly championed the importance of
literature in shaping young minds and encouraging empathy and understanding.

In recent years, Morpurgo has dedicated his efforts to various charitable causes.
One notable organization he co-founded is Farms for City Children, which
provides inner-city children with the opportunity to experience life on a rural farm,
fostering a connection with nature and nurturing personal growth.

The Legacy of Michael Morpurgo

As Michael Morpurgo's career continues to flourish, his impact on the literary
world and countless individuals remains immeasurable. His ability to tackle
complex and sensitive subjects with grace and compassion resonates with
readers of all ages. Through his stories, Morpurgo invites us to reflect on the
power of resilience, the strength of the human spirit, and the importance of
preserving our shared humanity. His words have the remarkable ability to
captivate, transform, and remind us of the profound lessons hidden within the
pages of his books.

Michael Morpurgo, a war child turned literary giant, has gifted the world with his
remarkable storytelling. Through his words, he weaves a tapestry of empathy,
highlighting the universal experiences that connect us all. From his childhood
experiences during World War II to his advocacy for children's literature,
Morpurgo's journey is one of determination, resilience, and a never-ending love
for the written word.



It is through authors like Michael Morpurgo that we are reminded of the power of
books to change lives, transcend borders, and offer hope. As his stories continue
to inspire, it is certain that the legacy of Michael Morpurgo will endure for
generations to come.
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Discover the true life story of favourite storyteller Michael Morpurgo – a biography
specially edited for children, and featuring seven original Morpurgo stories.

We are enchanted by Michael Morpurgo’s amazing stories like ‘Private Peaceful’,
‘Born to Run’ and ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’. And with big screen adaptations of his
novels such as ‘War Horse’ being made into film adaptations by Steven
Spielberg, it’s no surprise that he’s our nation’s number one favourite storyteller.

But what about the real life story of Michael Morpurgo…?

How did a boy supremely uninterested in books, who dreamed of becoming an
army officer, become a bestselling author and Children’s Laureate? What stories
in Michael’s own life inspired him to write more than a hundred books for
children?
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In a unique collaboration, Maggie Fergusson and Michael himself explore his life
through biography and stories. This is a specially abridged edition of the critically
acclaimed biography ‘War Child to War Horse’, for children. With additional
photos not included in the hardback edition, and with a special activities section,
this is the perfect gift for any child who has ever loved a Morpurgo story – and
there are millions of them out there…
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