
Discover the Captivating Selections From The
Third Annual High School Writing Contest:
Young Palmetto
Welcome to the mesmerizing world of Young Palmetto, the third annual high
school writing contest that showcases the exceptional talent and creativity of
young writers in South Carolina. This prestigious contest not only provides a
platform for these budding wordsmiths to shine but also highlights the power of
literature in shaping their perspectives and fostering a love for storytelling.

The Young Palmetto writing contest originated from the idea of creating a
nurturing environment for high school students to express their thoughts,
emotions, and imagination through the written word. Each year, participants are
required to submit an original piece within the designated theme, allowing them to
explore various narratives and genres, from poetry to fictional stories and
personal essays.

Unveiling the Theme: Igniting Young Minds

The third annual contest of Young Palmetto embraced the theme of "Igniting
Young Minds." This compelling and open-ended theme encouraged contestants
to delve into their own experiences, passions, and ambitions to craft captivating
stories that would ignite the imagination of readers. From tales of triumph and
personal growth to tales of societal issues and profound observations,
participants brought their words to life, making it a truly insightful and thought-
provoking competition.
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The Process: Nurturing Talent and Creativity

Young Palmetto attracted aspiring high school writers from all corners of South
Carolina. With numerous entries flooding in, a panel of distinguished judges
meticulously reviewed and evaluated each submission, considering elements
such as originality, writing style, and adherence to the theme. After careful
deliberation, the judges selected the top entries that seamlessly combined
creativity, emotion, and exceptional storytelling.

The Dazzling Selections

Let us take a closer look at some of the mesmerizing winning entries that secured
their place in the pantheon of Young Palmetto greatness:

"Whispers of the Night" by Sarah Thompson
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Sarah Thompson, a talented high school senior, claimed first place in the poetry
category with her enchanting piece, "Whispers of the Night." Her poem weaves a
poetic tapestry of a young girl's enchantment with the night sky, beautifully
capturing the connection between nature and the human spirit. Sarah's evocative
use of imagery and metaphors leaves readers spellbound, inspiring them to
explore the wonders of the universe.
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"The Forgotten Chronicles" by Jason Fernandez

Jason Fernandez, an imaginative sophomore, took home the top honors in the
fictional stories category with his captivating tale, "The Forgotten Chronicles."
Jason's story follows the thrilling journey of an adventurous young boy who
stumbles upon a mysterious forest brimming with untold secrets and magical
creatures. By skillfully immersing readers in a world of fantasy and mystery,
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Jason showcases his remarkable talent for creating immersive narratives that
leave readers craving for more.

"Through My Eyes" by Emily Rodriguez

Emily Rodriguez, a gifted junior, won accolades in the personal essays category
with her moving piece, "Through My Eyes." Emily's essay presents a heartfelt
reflection on her personal journey discovering her passion for music and the
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transformative power it holds. Her words resonate with authenticity and
vulnerability, allowing readers to connect with her experiences on a profound
level and appreciate the beauty of self-discovery.

Celebrating Young Talent and Literary Excellence

The Young Palmetto writing contest serves as a testament to the boundless
creativity and talent present in high school students. By harnessing the power of
storytelling, these young writers ignite the flames of inspiration and deep thought,
thereby shaping a brighter future for the literary world.

Whether you are a fervent supporter of young talents or simply curious about the
captivating world of high school writing, exploring the selections from the third
annual Young Palmetto contest is an opportunity not to be missed. Immerse
yourself in the intricate tales of triumph, passion, and self-discovery that will leave
you inspired and in awe of the young minds behind these remarkable pieces.

Discover the Power of Words

Young Palmetto celebrates the young writers who courageously pour their hearts
onto paper, challenging our perspectives and sparking important conversations.
Through their writings, they remind us of the enduring power of words - to ignite
our imagination, to provoke thought, and to unite humanity through shared
experiences. Join us on this unforgettable journey through the talents and visions
of the next generation of literary luminaries.
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"How can we make South Carolina better?" Normally this issue is reserved for
lawmakers and voters, but Writing South Carolina, volume 3, gives voice to fifty
high school juniors and seniors from across the Palmetto State who have offered
suggestions. The University of South Carolina Honors College annual writing
contest presents a necessary voice for them as well as a revealing portrait of their
lives and desires using their own words and insights. Contest judge Mary Alice
Monroe provides the foreword for this volume and has said of the contributing
students, "They are astonishingly talented, further ahead in the game than I was
at their age."

Through a variety of short, creative genres, students share their own gripping
experiences in South Carolina, often about of growing up and going to school
here. This year's selections range from poems about the cycle of abuse to short
stories about minimum wage to essays about problematic sex education in public
schools. Writing South Carolina, volume 3, offers a collection steeped in
creativity, honesty, and clarity. High school students witness and encounter some
of the most subtle and serious problems in South Carolina's school system—and
they demand change.Monroe, a New York Times best-selling author of children's
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books and novels, including A Lowcountry Christmas and The Butterfly's
Daughter, provides a foreword.
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