
Dearest Mom, We're Not in Kansas Anymore -
An Unforgettable Journey

Dear Mom,

I hope this letter finds you in good health and high spirits. I wanted to share with
you an unforgettable journey I recently undertook. From the moment I embarked
on this adventure, I knew my life would never be the same again. We are
definitely not in Kansas anymore!
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I initially set off with a restless heart, yearning to explore new horizons and
discover the hidden treasures of this vast world. Little did I know that the journey
that lay ahead would not only take me to incredible places but also teach me
invaluable life lessons along the way.

The Beginning: Embracing the Unknown

Leaving the familiar behind, I stepped onto a plane that would transport me to a
land shrouded in mystery - an exotic destination that would test my courage and
broaden my perspective.

As the aircraft soared higher, so did my excitement. The realization that I was
venturing into the unknown, towards unfamiliar cultures and uncharted territories,
filled me with a sense of wonder and anticipation. My heart raced with each
passing minute, eager to uncover the secrets this journey had in store for me.

Immersing in a Vibrant Tapestry of Cultures

Stepping foot in each new country felt like stepping into a kaleidoscope of
cultures, colors, and traditions. The bustling streets of Tokyo mesmerized me with
their neon lights and technological wonders, while serene temples tucked away
within the city offered a glimpse into Japan's rich history and spirituality. The
sound of traditional music and the aroma of street food enticed me deeper into
the heart of this vibrant metropolis.
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Next, I found myself in the vibrant chaos of India, where every turn presented a
feast for the senses. The bustling bazaars, fragrant spices, and dazzling saris
painted a vivid picture of a country steeped in deep-rooted traditions. Along the
banks of the Ganges River, I witnessed the spiritual devotion of millions, their
prayers and rituals creating a tapestry of faith that touched my soul.

From the lush rainforests of Costa Rica to the ancient ruins of Greece, every
destination evoked a sense of awe and wonder. I engaged with locals, indulged in
authentic cuisine, and embraced their customs with open arms. Each encounter
left an indelible mark on my heart, reminding me of the beauty of diversity and the
shared humanity that unites us all.

Overcoming Challenges and Embracing Growth

No journey is without its challenges, and mine was no exception. From language
barriers to unexpected detours, I encountered numerous obstacles along the way.
However, it was in the face of these challenges that I discovered the resilience
within me.

Navigating through foreign lands forced me to adapt, learn, and grow. I became
more resourceful, more patient, and more appreciative of the world's vastness
and complexity. As I triumphed over hurdles and embraced the unknown, I
realized that true growth happens when we step outside our comfort zones and
embrace the unfamiliar with courage and curiosity.

Discovering the Power of Gratitude

Throughout my journey, gratitude became my constant companion. Every sunset
witnessed over breathtaking landscapes, every smile exchanged with a stranger,
and every meal shared with newfound friends reminded me of the incredible
privilege it was to experience the world in all its richness.



I felt a deep sense of appreciation for the vastness and diversity of our planet,
and for the opportunity to explore its wonders. Through the challenges and
triumphs, I learned to be grateful not only for the extraordinary but also for the
subtleties that make life truly meaningful.

Returning Home Transformed

As the time to return home drew near, I found myself torn between sadness and a
newfound sense of purpose. The journey had not only changed me, but it had
also given me a fresh perspective on life. It had shown me the
interconnectedness of our world and the importance of embracing diversity and
empathy.

I arrived home with a heart full of memories, a mind filled with wisdom, and a
spirit ready to appreciate the beauty and magic in everyday life. I knew that I
would forever cherish the lessons learned and carry the spirit of adventure within
me, inspiring others to embark on their own transformative journeys.

So, dearest Mom, as I conclude this letter, I want to express my deepest gratitude
for all the love and support you have given me. Without your unwavering
encouragement, this incredible journey may not have been possible.

I hope that one day we can embark on an adventure together, creating memories
that will bind us even closer. Until then, know that I carry you with me in every
step I take, cherishing the lessons learned and the love shared.

With all my love,

Your Explorer Child
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Joan was a twenty-something Midwesterner transported to Cairo, Egypt the week
after marrying a TWA pilot flying Lockheed’s Constellation at the dawn of the
international commercial airline transportation era. Joan wrote weekly letters to
her mother in Kansas City from July, 1953 to December, 1955. They describe her
life in Cairo, her impressions of a vastly different culture, her commentary on
current events and her challenge to create a comfortable home for her new
husband. This touching conversation between daughter and mother reveals that
two-year saga. More than a family history or a travelogue, Dearest Mom – We’re
Not in Kansas Anymore! is a first-hand depiction of 1950’s society as told by an
ordinary American living abroad, with an amazing relevance to today’s world.
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