Cross Rhodes: Goldust Out of the Darkness

In the world of professional wrestling, few characters have captured the

imagination of fans quite like Goldust. Debuting in the WWE in the mid-1990s,
Goldust quickly became a cult favorite thanks to his unique persona and in-ring

abilities.

The Birth of Goldust

Goldust, whose real name is Dustin Rhodes, was born into a wrestling dynasty.
As the son of legendary wrestler Dusty Rhodes and the younger brother of Cody
Rhodes, it was inevitable that Dustin would follow in his family's footsteps.
However, nobody could have predicted just how successful and iconic his

Goldust character would become.
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Goldust first burst onto the scene in the WWE in 1995. With his androgynous
appearance, golden face paint, and extravagant costumes, he was instantly set
apart from the rest of the roster. His unnerving promos and controversial behavior
only added to his mystique, making him both a captivating and polarizing figure

among fans.

The Darker Days

While Goldust enjoyed a considerable amount of popularity during his early years
in the WWE, his career hit a rough patch in the early 2000s. Personal struggles
and creative misdirection led to a decline in his character's relevance and

memorable storylines.

For years, Goldust was trapped in a state of darkness, both figuratively and
literally. He lost his luster and his once vibrant character became a mere shell of
its former self. Many fans feared that the legacy of Goldust would fade away into

obscurity.
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A Triumphant Return

But then, a glimmer of hope emerged. Goldust's resilience and determination
never wavered, and he seized an opportunity to reinvent himself once again. In

2013, Goldust made a triumphant return to the WWE.

With a renewed sense of purpose, Goldust embarked on a quest to redefine his

character and prove that he still had what it takes to succeed in the wrestling
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industry. He aligned himself with his brother Cody Rhodes in a tag team

partnership that captivated fans around the world.

The Goldust Legacy

Goldust's perseverance paid off as he went on to have remarkable matches and
memorable storylines. He won the Intercontinental Championship multiple times
and was involved in iconic feuds with the likes of Triple H, The Undertaker, and
Booker T.

While Goldust's character remained enigmatic and unpredictable, he became a
respected veteran within the WWE locker room. He mentored younger talents,
sharing his wealth of experience and knowledge to help shape the future of the

industry.

Retirement and Legacy

In 2019, after a career spanning over three decades, Goldust announced his
retirement from in-ring competition. The news saddened fans worldwide, but it
marked the end of an era for one of the most unique and enduring characters in

wrestling history.

Today, Goldust's legacy lives on. His impact on the wrestling world cannot be
overlooked, as he will forever be remembered as a larger-than-life figure who

pushed boundaries and embraced his own individuality.

Goldust, once overshadowed by darkness, triumphantly emerged as a shining
beacon of individuality and resilience. His journey from the depths of obscurity to
legendary status serves as an inspiration to wrestlers and fans alike. While
Goldust may have retired, his legacy will continue to inspire future generations in
the WWE and beyond.
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He first burst onto the scene in the nineties, covered in gold face paint and

exhibiting a one-of-a- kind flamboyant style that bewildered his foes and thrilled
his fans. Inside the ring, Goldust is as tough as they come, known for using
outrageous mind games and taking down his opponents with unparalleled
ruthlessness. It’s no surprise, then, that wrestling is in his blood; Goldust is the

son of Dusty Rhodes, “The American Dream.”

What is it like to be the son of a wrestling icon and follow him into the same
profession? In this no-holds-barred account, Dustin Rhodes speaks frankly and
openly about his journey. He talks about being a young boy who desperately
missed his dad. A young man who only wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps
and threw aside a football scholarship to eke out a meager existence in regional
wrestling. A green wrestler struggling to prove to his peers that his work, not his
name, had gotten him to where he was. Rhodes describes how, in the midst of a
painful five-year estrangement with his father, he finally made a name for himself
as Goldust and then let it all go, tumbling into a descent of self-medication that
led him away from a red-hot career as a WWE Superstar and nearly cost him his

life.
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When he finally hit bottom, Rhodes knew where to look for help from the family
he always had: his father and World Wrestling Entertainment. When he got clean
and sober and was offered the chance to wrestle for WWE, he snapped up the
offer. The everyday existence of life on the road, working with and watching the
new Superstars— like his brother Cody Rhodes—has reminded Rhodes of why

he loves being a wrestler.

Cross Rhodes is an intimate portrait of one man’s road to redemption and a

unique glimpse into one of the most famous families in WWE.
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