Century Of Parks Canada 1911-2011: Canadian
History And Environment

In the vast and diverse land of Canada, there is a hidden treasure that represents
both its rich history and remarkable natural beauty. Spanning from 1911 to 2011,
the Century of Parks Canada stands as a testament to the nation's dedication to
preserving its environment and safeguarding its history. This article takes you on
a journey through time, exploring the remarkable accomplishments and
significance of Parks Canada in shaping Canada's cultural heritage and

protecting its diverse ecosystems.

The Birth of Parks Canada

In 1911, the Dominion Parks Branch was established, marking the inception of
Canada's national park system. The first park to be designated was the iconic
Banff National Park, nestled in the breathtaking Canadian Rockies. Recognizing
the need to preserve and protect the nation's natural wonders, Parks Canada
embarked on a mission to ensure future generations could experience the

wonders of Canada's landscape just as it exists today.

Over the next century, Parks Canada expanded its reach, establishing additional
national parks and historic sites across the country. From the rugged coasts of
Newfoundland and Labrador to the majestic Rockies of Alberta and the stunning
landscapes of British Columbia, Parks Canada's network of protected areas
offers a diverse range of experiences for outdoor enthusiasts, historians, and

nature lovers.
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Preserving Canadian History

Parks Canada's mandate extends beyond the preservation of natural areas; it
also encompasses the conservation and celebration of Canada's history. Historic
sites managed by Parks Canada provide a glimpse into the past, offering visitors
the opportunity to explore the diverse cultures and significant events that have

shaped Canada.

Whether it's the historic Fortress of Louisbourg in Nova Scotia, a meticulously
restored 18th-century French fortress, or the iconic Rideau Canal in Ontario, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site dating back to the early 19th century, Parks

Canada ensures that these sites are accessible to the public while preserving

their historical integrity.

Conserving Biodiversity

Canadian national parks serve as havens for countless plant and animal species,
providing them with protected habitats to thrive. From the stunning polar bears of

Wapusk National Park in Manitoba to the charismatic belugas of Saguenay-St.
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Lawrence Marine Park in Quebec, Parks Canada plays a vital role in

safeguarding the country's biodiversity.

Through various conservation initiatives, Parks Canada actively works towards
preventing the extinction of endangered species, restoring damaged ecosystems,
and promoting sustainable practices within park boundaries. Their efforts have
resulted in success stories such as the restoration of wood bison populations in
Elk Island National Park and the recovery of the peregrine falcon in many park

locations.

Promoting Sustainable Tourism

Parks Canada recognizes the importance of responsible tourism and aims to
strike a balance between preserving the environment and allowing visitors to
experience the beauty of its parks. Through carefully managed tourism programs,
the organization provides opportunities for visitors to connect with nature while

minimizing their impact on delicate ecosystems.

Whether it's hiking along the scenic trails of Gros Morne National Park in
Newfoundland, kayaking through the pristine waters of Pacific Rim National Park
Reserve, or camping under the stars in Canada's first-ever national park, Banff,
Parks Canada offers an array of unforgettable experiences for outdoor

enthusiasts.

A Century of Achievements

The Century of Parks Canada has witnessed numerous milestones and
achievements throughout its history. From the establishment of national parks to
the discovery of important archaeological sites, Parks Canada has played a vital

role in advancing our knowledge of Canada's past and its natural wonders.



Notable achievements include the successful re of wolves to Pacific Rim National
Park Reserve, the designation of Nahanni National Park Reserve as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, and the discovery of the HMS Erebus, one of the ships from
Sir John Franklin's ill-fated 1845 expedition to find the Northwest Passage.

A Legacy for Future Generations

As Canada celebrates the century of Parks Canada, it is vital to recognize the
profound impact this organization has had on shaping Canada's identity. From
protecting pristine landscapes to preserving cultural heritage, Parks Canada

symbolizes the nation's commitment to conservation and the belief that these

natural and historic treasures are worth preserving for future generations to enjoy.

With ongoing initiatives and plans for the future, including expanding protected
areas and increasing visitor engagement, Parks Canada continues to pave the

way for the preservation and celebration of Canada's unique history and

environment.
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"... a diverse and fascinating array of perspectives on the history of Canada's
national parks, illuminating many less well-understood aspects of the evolving
place of people in and near these parks." - Stephen Bocking, Professor and

Chair, Environmental and Resource Studies Program, Trent University

When Canada created a Dominion Parks Branch in 1911, it became the first
country in the world to establish an agency devoted to managing its national
parks. Over the past century this agency, now Parks Canada, has been at the
centre of important debates about the place of nature in Canadian nationhood
and relationships between Canada's diverse ecosystems and its communities.
Today, Parks Canada manages over forty parks and reserves totalling over
200,000 square kilometres and featuring a dazzling variety of landscapes, and is
recognized as a global leader in the environmental challenges of protected
places. Its history is a rich repository of experience, of lessons learned - critical
for making informed decisions about how to sustain the environmental and social

health of our national parks.

A Century of Parks Canada is published in partnership with NiCHE (Network in

Canadian History and Environment; http://niche-canada.org/).
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