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ACOMPTON'S MAP

David Livingston is a name that resonates with adventure, exploration, and
sacrifices. Known as one of the most prominent Scottish missionaries and

explorers of the 19th century, Livingston dedicated his life to exploring Africa and

bringing Christianity to its remote corners.
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The Early Years

Born on March 19, 1813, in Blantyre, Scotland, David Livingston had an innate
curiosity about the world beyond his small town. He grew up in a religious family

and showed immense interest in both academics and spirituality from a young

age.
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A Journey into the Unknown

In 1840, David Livingston embarked on his first voyage to Africa, setting foot on
the continent that would become his lifelong passion. His mission was twofold: to
explore the uncharted territories and to spread the word of God among the

indigenous people.

Exploration Adventures in Africa
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Livingston's exploration adventures in Africa were filled with peril, hardships, and
triumphs. He tirelessly navigated treacherous rivers, endured hostile weather

conditions, and faced dangerous encounters with wildlife and tribal conflicts.

Discovering the Victoria Falls

One of the most remarkable achievements of David Livingston was his discovery
of the stunning Victoria Falls in 1855. Overwhelmed by its grandeur, he named

the falls after Queen Victoria, the reigning monarch at that time.

The Meeting with Henry Morton Stanley

After years of exploration, David Livingston faced numerous health issues and
became isolated from the rest of the world in the heart of Africa. However, his
story took an unexpected turn when the journalist and explorer Henry Morton

Stanley found him near Lake Tanganyika in 1871.
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Legacy and Impact

David Livingston's legacy extends far beyond his remarkable expeditions. His
unwavering commitment to improving the lives of Africans and abolishing the

slave trade left an indelible mark on history.

Humanitarian Efforts
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Livingston's humanitarian efforts cannot be overstated. As an advocate against
the horrors of slavery, he actively campaigned for its abolition and worked
relentlessly to establish legitimate trading routes in Africa. He firmly believed that

commerce and Christian values could ultimately end the slave trade.

Inspiring Future Explorers

David Livingston's adventures captured the imagination of many aspiring
explorers of his time. His feats inspired others to venture into the unknown, with
Stanley himself dedicating the rest of his life to exploration upon witnessing

Livingston's unparalleled determination and passion.

Blood Over Water: The captivating story of David Livingston is one that highlights
the triumph of the human spirit in the face of adversity. His unwavering dedication
to exploration, spirituality, and the African people forever immortalizes his name in

the annals of history.
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'Blood Over Water stands out from the mass of sporting memoirs' - Economist
'The tale of an epic Boat Race brilliantly told from the heart of the competition by

two brothers ... A serious candidate for the sports book of the year' - Barry Davies

‘Jumping from boat to boat, from brother to brother, you feel every physical and
emotional strain ... thrillingly relived by these two feuding siblings' - The Times
'Superb ... Consistently compelling' - Times Literary

Supplement

SHORTLISTED FOR THE BEST NEW WRITER CATEGORY OF THE BRITISH
SPORTS BOOK AWARDS

On an overcast April day in 2003, David and James Livingston raced against
each other in the 149th Oxford-Cambridge Boat Race. Watched by over seven
million people, it was the first time for over a hundred years that brothers had
battled against each other in this gladiatorial contest. Only one could be

victorious.

In Blood Over Water, David and James tell their stories for the first time, giving an
intimate insight into one of our best-loved national sporting occasions, whilst also

describing a brotherly relationship tested to breaking point. It is an emotional and
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searching joint self-portrait that looks at the darker side of sibling rivalry and asks

just what you would be willing to sacrifice to achieve your dreams.
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performance. With numerous study...
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