
Bicycling From Brooklyn To Montreal In 1968
And 2018

Are you an avid cyclist looking for an adventure? Imagine taking on the challenge
of biking from Brooklyn to Montreal, a journey that guarantees breathtaking
scenery and memories that will last a lifetime. In this article, we will explore the
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experience of bicycling this route both in 1968 and 2018, highlighting the
differences and similarities encountered along the way.

1968: The Golden Age of Cycling

In the late 1960s, cycling was gaining popularity as a mode of transportation and
a leisure activity. Bicycles were simpler and more durable, allowing people to
embark on long journeys without worrying about complex gear systems or
delicate frames. The journey from Brooklyn to Montreal was a popular challenge
among cycling enthusiasts, promising an array of picturesque landscapes and
vibrant cities.
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Back in 1968, the route consisted of mostly rural roads, providing a sense of
freedom and tranquility. Riders encountered small towns, meandering rivers, and
charming countryside along the way. The lack of advanced navigational tools
meant that cyclists had to rely on paper maps and local knowledge, embracing
the adventure of navigating through unknown territories.
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As the group of cyclists pedaled their way north, they marveled at the changing
scenery. The vibrant fall foliage, the rolling hills of upstate New York, and the
sprawling lakes of Vermont offered a visual feast for the eyes. They camped
under the starry sky, shared stories around bonfires, and developed lifelong
friendships along the journey.

2018: The Evolution of Bicycling

Fast forward to 2018, and the experience of biking from Brooklyn to Montreal has
undergone significant changes. Technological advancements have transformed
the nature of cycling, making it more accessible and efficient than ever before.
Lightweight bikes with advanced gears and aerodynamic designs allow cyclists to
conquer long distances with ease.

Route planning is now done through digital platforms and GPS devices,
eliminating the need for bulky maps. Cyclists can customize their routes to
include specific attractions or points of interest along the way. This level of
customization enables them to explore hidden gems and engage with local
communities, enhancing their overall experience.

The landscapes on this iconic route have largely remained the same, providing a
timeless beauty that captivates cyclists to this day. The journey starts amidst the
bustling streets of Brooklyn, passing through quaint New England towns, crossing
the scenic Green Mountains, and finally arriving in the vibrant city of Montreal.
Riders pedal alongside shimmering lakes, majestic forests, and breathtaking
mountain ranges, connecting with nature in ways that can only be experienced on
a bicycle.

A Journey That Transcends Time



While the mode of transportation and the tools used for navigation have evolved,
the essence of the Brooklyn to Montreal cycling adventure remains the same. It is
about embarking on a personal journey, challenging oneself, and connecting with
the world around us.

The 1968 and 2018 experiences may differ in terms of equipment and
convenience, but both leave cyclists with a sense of accomplishment and a
collection of incredible memories. Bicycling from Brooklyn to Montreal is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of adventure and the enduring love affair
between humans and their bicycles.

Planning Your Own Journey

Whether you choose to embark on this classic cycling route from Brooklyn to
Montreal in 1968 or opt for the modern adventure in 2018, meticulous planning is
essential. Ensure you have a reliable bicycle, appropriate gear, and knowledge of
repair and maintenance along the way.

Remember to respect local regulations, traffic laws, and prioritize safety at all
times. Take some time to research the must-see attractions and landmarks along
the way, as well as potential accommodations and rest stops. Engage with local
cycling groups and forums to gather valuable insights and tips from those who
have already experienced the journey.

Embarking on a historic cycling journey like Bicycling from Brooklyn to Montreal is
an opportunity to explore the world from a unique perspective, strengthen your
physical and mental resilience, and create memories that will last a lifetime.
Whether you choose to ride in 1968 or 2018, the adventure awaits!
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Part travelogue, part memoir, part history.

With wit and self-deprecating humor, Paul Gilje brings the reader along on two
bicycle road tours. When Gilje was seventeen, he biked from Brooklyn to
Montreal at the end of the summer in 1968. When he was sixty-seven, he
repeated (sort of) the trip at the end of the summer of 2018. The first ride marked
the transition from adolescence to adulthood; the second ride marked the
transition from adulthood (fully employed) to post-adulthood (fully retired).

The journeys took him from his working-class Brooklyn neighborhood, through
the steel and concrete canyons of Manhattan, into the majestic Hudson Valley,
across the foothills of the Adirondacks, to French-speaking Canada. Gilje
recounts his personal odysseys in 1968 and 2018, describing his trials,
tribulations and triumphs. Using his training as a historian Gilje draws
comparisons between the world around him in each year. Cycles of Life is funny
and honest with an oscillating through-line that makes juxtaposing 1968 and 2018
feel fluid and lived, rather than like a static analysis of snapshots in time.
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