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In the realm of fiction, few stories capture the essence of human determination
and resilience as profoundly as the novel "Because It Is My Blood" by Gabrielle
Zevin. Released in 2012 as the sequel to the critically acclaimed "All These

Things I've Done," this captivating tale takes readers on an exhilarating journey

into the heart of a young woman's fight for her birthright and redemption.

The story revolves around Anya Balanchine, the daughter of a notorious crime
boss in a futuristic New York City plagued by an era of Prohibition. In this world,
chocolate is illegal, water is scarce, and organized crime families control the
essentials of life. Anya, once entangled in her family's criminal empire, strives to

escape her dark past and forge a new path amidst the shadows.

As the story unfolds, the concept of birthright becomes a central theme. Anya's
father, the head of the Balanchine crime syndicate, suddenly passes away,
leaving her with the burden of leadership and the fate of her family in her hands.
Dealing with the legacy of her birthright, Anya must confront her own demons and

navigate the treacherous waters of power, loyalty, and love.
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A Desperate Quest for Redemption

Driven by her desire to protect her family and friends, Anya embarks on a
dangerous journey to reclaim her birthright and redefine her purpose in life. This
desperate quest for redemption takes her across the gritty streets of New York
City, rife with rivalries, betrayals, and personal sacrifices. Along the way, she

makes unexpected alliances and discovers the true strength that lies within her.

The character development in "Because It Is My Blood" is nothing short of
remarkable. Anya Balanchine, a fierce and resilient protagonist, evolves from a
young girl burdened by her family's criminal past to a courageous leader
determined to rewrite her fate. Her journey is a testament to the power of self-

discovery and the ability to rise above one's circumstances.

Furthermore, Zevin's vivid and descriptive writing style brings the world of
"Because It Is My Blood" to life. The author paints a picture of a dystopian society
on the brink of collapse, where choices are limited, trust is scarce, and survival is
a constant battle. Through masterful storytelling and rich imagery, readers are

fully immersed in a world both captivatingly familiar and strikingly foreign.

Relevance of Birthright in Today's Society

While "Because It Is My Blood" is set in a futuristic society, the theme of birthright
holds significant relevance in our world today. Birthright often refers to inherited
rights or privileges, which can shape and define an individual's identity and
opportunities. In this context, the novel raises important questions about the
limitations and potential consequences of one's heritage and the struggle to

break free from predetermined paths.
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Moreover, "Because It Is My Blood" explores the complex nature of redemption
and the possibility of transforming one's destiny. Anya's journey serves as a
powerful reminder that no matter our past mistakes or the circumstances we are

born into, we possess the capacity to change and claim our own future.

The novel also delves into the themes of love, loyalty, and sacrifice. Anya's
relationships with her friends and romantic interests are tested, and readers are
left contemplating the lengths we are willing to go to protect those we care about.
These emotional ties add depth and realism to the story, making it resonate with

readers on a profound level.

Beyond Entertainment: Messages for Readers

While "Because It Is My Blood" is undeniably a captivating work of fiction, it goes
beyond mere entertainment. Gabrielle Zevin's novel invites readers to reflect on
their own lives, choices, and the impact of their actions. It encourages us to
reevaluate our perspectives on fate, redemption, and the power to shape our own

narratives.

Ultimately, "Because It Is My Blood" is a testament to the human spirit's
indomitable nature and the ability to overcome personal burdens and societal
expectations. It reminds us that we all have the capacity to rise above adversity,
reclaim our birthright, and forge a brighter future, no matter the obstacles that lie

in our path.

The Journey Continues

"Because It Is My Blood" sets the stage for an enthralling series that captivates
readers throughout its entirety. With its compelling characters, intricate world-
building, and thought-provoking themes, the novel keeps readers on the edge of

their seats from beginning to end. The road to redemption for Anya Balanchine is



just the beginning of a much larger saga that will leave readers eagerly reaching

for the next installment.

Step into the world of "Because It Is My Blood" and experience the power of
resilience, love, and self-discovery. Allow yourself to be swept away by Gabrielle
Zevin's storytelling prowess and immerse yourself in a dystopian society teetering
on the brink. Witness Anya's journey unfold and discover the depth of her

unwavering determination to claim her birthright.
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"Every time | think I'm out, they pull me back in."- Michael Corleone, The
Godfather

Since her release from Liberty Children's Facility, Anya Balanchine is determined
to follow the straight and narrow. Unfortunately, her criminal record is making it
hard for her to do that. No high school wants her with a gun possession charge
on her rap sheet. Plus, all the people in her life have moved on: Natty has
skipped two grades at Holy Trinity, Scarlet and Gable seem closer than ever, and
even Win is in a new relationship.But when old friends return demanding that

certain debts be paid, Anya is thrown right back into the criminal world that she
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had been determined to escape. It's a journey that will take her across the ocean

and straight into the heart of the birthplace of chocolate where her resolve--and

her heart--will be tested as never before.

Because It Is My Blood is the second novel in Gabrielle Zevin's Birthright series.
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