
Backroads Byways Of Maryland - Exploring
the Hidden Gems
Maryland, the seventh smallest state in the United States, may not be the first
place that comes to mind when thinking about scenic drives. However, this
charming state is home to stunning landscapes, picturesque towns, and intriguing
historical sites that are best explored through its backroads and byways.

1. Eastern Shore Scenic Byway

Starting our journey on the Eastern Shore, a region known for its beautiful
beaches and peaceful countryside, we embark on the Eastern Shore Scenic
Byway. This 120-mile route takes us through picturesque towns, luscious
farmlands, and stunning coastal areas. As we drive along this byway, we'll come
across charming fishing villages, historic sites, and breathtaking sunsets that will
leave us in awe.
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Once we arrive at Salisbury, the largest city on the Eastern Shore, we can take a
detour to visit the Salisbury Zoo, a perfect place to spend some time with the
family. Continuing our journey, we pass through Pocomoke City, where we can
explore the magnificent Pocomoke River State Park.

2. Historic National Road

Heading westward, we embark on one of America's most historic roads, the
Historic National Road. Extending over 200 miles, this byway offers a glimpse
into the past, with its well-preserved architecture, charming towns, and colonial
history. As we make our way, we'll encounter numerous historical landmarks,
such as the George Washington Monument and the Cumberland Narrows.

A must-visit stop on this byway is Antietam National Battlefield, the site of one of
the bloodiest battles in American history. This hallowed ground offers a somber
reminder of the sacrifices made during the Civil War and serves as a place for
reflection and remembrance.

3. Catoctin Mountain Scenic Byway

For nature lovers, the Catoctin Mountain Scenic Byway is a perfect choice.
Nestled in the picturesque Catoctin Mountain range, this byway offers
breathtaking views of the changing seasons. The road winds through dense
forests, revealing hidden waterfalls, gentle streams, and abundant wildlife.

A highlight of this scenic drive is Cunningham Falls State Park, home to
Maryland's largest cascading waterfall. Visitors can enjoy hiking, picnicking, and
even swimming in the park's lake, providing a refreshing break along the journey.

4. Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail



Traveling along the coast, the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic
Trail takes us on a historic and scenic voyage. Inspired by Captain John Smith's
explorations in the early 1600s, this trail spans over 3,000 miles of waterways,
allowing us to experience the Chesapeake Bay like never before.

As we cruise along this historic trail, we can visit Maryland's charming waterfront
towns, indulge in delicious seafood, and witness the diverse wildlife that calls the
bay home. Exploring the estuaries and marshes, we'll discover an abundance of
birds, such as ospreys and herons, as well as dolphins and other marine
creatures.

5. Mountains to Bay Wine Trail

For wine enthusiasts, the Mountains to Bay Wine Trail is a delightful journey
through Maryland's wine country. Stretching from Deep Creek Lake in the
mountains to the Chesapeake Bay, this trail combines picturesque scenery with
award-winning wines.

Visiting Maryland's wineries along this trail offers the opportunity to sample a wide
range of wines, from crisp white varietals to rich, full-bodied reds. We can savor
our favorite selections while enjoying the breathtaking views of vineyards and
rolling hills.

Maryland's backroads and byways are full of hidden gems waiting to be
discovered. From the Eastern Shore to the mountains and the bay, there is a
scenic route for every traveler's taste. Whether exploring historical sites,
immersing in nature's beauty, or indulging in local flavors, embarking on a journey
through the backroads of Maryland is a memorable experience that should not be
missed.
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With natives as your guides, this series leads you down the road less traveled.

Maryland has so much to offer travelers and residents alike: indulge in exquisite
seafood, enjoy recreational and spectator sports, search the beaches for shark’s
teeth, trace Civil War troop movements, track the heyday of the railroads, and
visit lighthouses that have guided countless boaters through the Chesapeake
Bay. All you have to do is jump in the car—and take this book along! Ideas and
options are clearly presented for short-trip itineraries to please everybody in your
party.
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About the series: Whether you need to get away for a weekend or longer, want to
explore your home state or make plans for free time in an area you don’t know
well, take to the road with a Backroads & Byways book. You’ll discover the most
interesting places to visit on and off the beaten path. Destinations will appeal to
foodies, history buffs, families with kids, couples, adventurers, hikers, bikers—in
short, everyone.

With itineraries appropriate for visits of differing durations and in different
seasons, tips for comfortable accommodations, great food, and good shopping
too, look to Backroads & Byways for the most interesting and diverse short trips
available.
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