
A Comprehensive Guide: Reciprocity And Gun
Laws Quick Reference
When it comes to gun laws and reciprocity, navigating through the complex web
of legal requirements can be challenging. Understanding the laws and regulations
that govern the carrying and possession of firearms across different states is
essential for responsible gun owners. In this quick reference guide, we will
explore reciprocity and gun laws, providing you with the information you need to
know to stay compliant and stay protected.

What is Reciprocity?

Reciprocity, in the context of gun laws, refers to the agreement between states
recognizing each other's concealed carry permits or licenses. This means that if
you have a valid concealed carry permit from one state, you can legally carry a
concealed firearm in another state where your permit is recognized.

Understanding Concealed Carry Permits and Licenses

All states have their own regulations and processes for issuing concealed carry
permits or licenses. Some states follow a "shall-issue" policy, meaning they must
issue a permit if the applicant meets the predetermined criteria. Other states
operate under a "may-issue" policy, where the issuing authority has discretion in
granting permits.
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Federal Law and Reciprocity

While each state has the authority to determine its own gun laws, federal law also
plays a role in regulating interstate gun carry. The Firearms Owners Protection
Act of 1986 (FOPA) protects individuals who are transporting firearms through
states where they don't have a permit. However, it's crucial to familiarize yourself
with the specific requirements of FOPA and any other federal laws to avoid
unintentional violations.

Reciprocity Maps and Websites

Reciprocity maps and websites provide valuable resources for understanding
which states have reciprocity agreements and recognizing out-of-state permits.
There are numerous online tools, such as the famous "USCCA Concealed Carry
Reciprocity Map," which offer an interactive map with updated reciprocity
information. These tools assist permit holders in determining where they can
legally carry their firearms.

Important Factors to Consider

When researching reciprocity and gun laws, certain factors should be considered:
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Training Requirements: Some states require specific firearms training
before issuing a concealed carry permit. Make sure you are aware of any
training requirements in the states you plan to visit.

Restrictions and Prohibited Areas: While reciprocity allows you to carry
concealed firearms, it's important to acknowledge any restrictions or
prohibited areas in states that recognize your permit.

Firearm Types: Different states may have restrictions on the types of
firearms you can carry. Ensure that your firearm complies with all the legal
requirements of the states you intend to visit.

Replacing or Updating Permits: If you have recently moved or have
changed your legal name, you may need to update your permit information.
Research the specific requirements for permit modifications in your state.

Resources for Staying Informed

To stay informed and up-to-date on reciprocity and gun laws, consider utilizing the
following resources:

National Rifle Association (NRA): The NRA offers extensive information on
gun laws and reciprocity, ensuring that gun owners have access to accurate
and reliable resources.

US Concealed Carry Association (USCCA): The USCCA provides
educational materials, legal protection, and comprehensive concealed carry
resources, including reciprocity maps.

State Government Websites: Many state government websites provide
detailed information on their specific gun laws and regulations, allowing you
to research the requirements of each state you plan to visit.



Understanding reciprocity and gun laws is crucial for responsible gun owners who
wish to exercise their rights while following legal requirements. Always make sure
to research and familiarize yourself with the laws of the state you plan to visit, as
they may differ from your home state. By staying informed and complying with
regulations, you can ensure your own safety and the safety of those around you.
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Preparing you for the time when “what if” becomes “what is.” Written by a
prominent gun law author, and nationally recognized gun law attorney. 490
pages. Covers Reciprocal Carry of 50 states, Constitutional & Federal Law, Use
of Force, Criminal Provisions, Civil & Criminal Liability, Preemption, Federal
Property & Interstate Transportation & HR 218.
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