
7 Incredible Tales From Pat Williams, Former
General Manager of the Philadelphia 76ers
For any basketball enthusiast, the Philadelphia 76ers hold a special place in their
hearts. The team's rich history, iconic players, and unforgettable moments have
woven a tapestry that basketball fans cannot help but admire. Pat Williams, the
former General Manager of the Philadelphia 76ers, is one individual who has had
a front-row seat to some of the most incredible stories that have shaped the
team's legacy. In this article, we will dive into seven of the most captivating tales
shared by Pat Williams, offering a glimpse into the 76ers' fascinating past.

1. The Draft that Changed Everything: Allen Iverson's Arrival

It was the year 1996, and the Philadelphia 76ers were eager to rebuild their
franchise after years of struggle. Little did they know that a young point guard out
of Georgetown University would change their fortunes forever. Pat Williams
recounts the intensity and anticipation surrounding the selection of Allen Iverson
and how his arrival marked a turning point for the team, breathing new life into the
franchise.

2. The Legendary Reunion: Julius Erving Returns to Philadelphia

Julius Erving, known as Dr. J, is undoubtedly one of the greatest players to have
ever graced the basketball court. After years of dazzling performances for the
76ers, Dr. J made a surprising return to the team as a mentor and ambassador.
Pat Williams shares the incredible story of how this reunion came to be, and the
impact it had on the players, fans, and the entire organization.
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3. Battling the Lakers: The 1983 NBA Finals

The rivalry between the Philadelphia 76ers and the Los Angeles Lakers is the
stuff of legends. Pat Williams takes us back to the thrilling 1983 NBA Finals, a
showdown between two basketball powerhouses led by Magic Johnson and
Julius Erving. From the nail-biting Game 1 to the emotionally charged Game 7,
Williams offers a firsthand account of the intense battle for the championship and
the triumph of the 76ers.

4. The Miracle in Boston: Erasing a 3-1 Deficit

Playoff comebacks are few and far between, but the Philadelphia 76ers
accomplished the unthinkable in the 1981 Eastern Conference Finals against the
Boston Celtics. Pat Williams narrates the remarkable story of how the 76ers,
facing a 3-1 deficit, rallied back to win three consecutive games, defying all odds
and securing their place in basketball history.
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5. Building the Dream Team: Charles Barkley, Moses Malone, and
More

Creating a winning team requires a keen eye for talent and the ability to assemble
a roster of players who complement each other. Pat Williams provides an inside
look into the process of building the Philadelphia 76ers' dream team in the 1980s,
bringing together remarkable talents such as Charles Barkley, Moses Malone,
and Maurice Cheeks, and molding them into a cohesive unit that dominated the
league.

6. From Worst to First: The Journey to the 1983 NBA Championship

In professional sports, there are few stories as inspiring as a team's rise from the
bottom to claim the ultimate prize. The Philadelphia 76ers' journey from finishing
last in the league to winning the NBA Championship in 1983 is a testament to
their resilience and determination. Pat Williams takes us through the highs and
lows of that season and relives the thrilling moments that led to their historic
victory.

7. A Legacy Forged: Pat Williams' Contribution to the 76ers

Pat Williams' tenure as the General Manager of the Philadelphia 76ers spanned
over a decade, during which the team experienced tremendous success. From
drafting stars like Charles Barkley and Allen Iverson to making crucial trades and
nurturing a winning culture, Williams played a pivotal role in shaping the 76ers'
legacy. In this final tale, he reflects on his time with the team, the challenges
faced, and the lasting impact of his contributions.

As we reflect on these captivating stories shared by Pat Williams, it becomes
clear that the Philadelphia 76ers are much more than a basketball team. They are
a source of inspiration, resilience, and unforgettable moments that continue to
enthrall fans around the world. The tales from Williams' time as General Manager



offer a glimpse into the inner workings of the team, the excitement of
championship victories, and the enduring impact of great players and leaders.

So, next time you witness the Philadelphia 76ers in action, remember the
incredible history that brought them to where they are today, as these stories are
etched in the DNA of the team and its fans.
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The Sixers won 65 games and an NBA championship in 1982-83, still one of the
finest seasons in NBA history. It was Moses Malone who, in the days before the
playoffs, gave the team its battle cry. Asked by coach Billy Cunningham how he
thought things would go in the playoffs, Moses said, "Fo', fo', fo'" - meaning, in
Moses' shorthand, that he expected the Sixers to sweep each of the three series
they would need to play in order to win a championship. In Pat Williams' Tales
from the 76ers, the former Sixers general manager writes about those Sixers -
the transcendent talents (and personalities like Julius Erving, Bobby Jones,
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Maurice Cheeks, and Andrew Toney) that made them special, the years of
heartache that preceded the championship run, and a season that was
surprisingly devoid of drama.Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports
Publishing imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers
interested in sports?books about baseball, pro football, college football, pro and
college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or your
team.Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation;
whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether
you root for the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas
Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs,
Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not
every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise
find a home.
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