50 Travel Tips From Local Greater Than
Tourist Africa

Planning a trip to Africa? Look no further! We have gathered 50 essential travel
tips from local experts who know the continent better than anyone else. From
stunning natural landscapes to vibrant cultures, Africa has everything to offer for a
memorable and enriching travel experience. So, let's dive into these valuable

travel tips that will surely enhance your trip to Africa!

1. Embrace Cultural Diversity

Africa is known for its rich cultural heritage. Embrace the diversity by interacting
with locals and learning about their customs, traditions, and languages. Immerse

yourself in the local lifestyle for a more authentic experience.

2. Pack Light and Smart

Africa offers a wide range of climates and landscapes. Pack light, versatile
clothing for different weather conditions. Also, don't forget essentials like

sunscreen, insect repellent, and a good pair of walking shoes.
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3. Respect Wildlife

Africa is home to some of the most incredible wildlife on the planet. When
encountering animals in their natural habitats, maintain a respectful distance and

follow the guidance of your local guide or ranger.

4. Try Local Cuisine

Africa is a food lover's paradise. Don't miss out on trying local dishes and
delicacies. From Moroccan tagines to South African braai, each country has its

own unique flavors to offer.

5. Learn Basic Phrases

Learning a few basic phrases in the local language can go a long way. Locals
appreciate the effort and it can make communication easier, especially in more

remote areas.

6. Be Mindful of Photography

While capturing memories is important, it's essential to be respectful when taking
photographs. Always ask for permission before taking someone's picture,

especially in sensitive areas or during cultural ceremonies.

7. Research Visa Requirements

Before traveling to Africa, make sure to research the visa requirements for the
countries you plan to visit. Some countries offer visa-on-arrival, while others

require an advance application.

8. Pack a First Aid Kit
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Having a basic first aid kit with essentials like band-aids, antiseptics, and pain

relievers can be beneficial, especially if you plan to venture into remote areas.

9. Learn About Local Etiquette

Each African country has its own unique set of customs and etiquette. Familiarize

yourself with the local traditions to avoid any unintentional cultural faux pas.

10. Stay Hydrated

Africa's climate can be hot and dry. Drink plenty of water to stay hydrated and

avoid any heat-related illnesses.

11. Use Reliable Travel Insurance

Accidents and mishaps can happen during any trip. It's important to have reliable

travel insurance that covers any medical emergencies, trip cancellations, or lost

luggage.

12. Respect Local Wildlife

Africa is home to endangered species like rhinos and elephants. Support

conservation efforts by avoiding any activities that exploit or harm wildlife.

13. Choose Responsible Tour Operators

When booking tours or activities, opt for responsible operators who follow

sustainable practices and promote local communities.

14. Be Open-minded

Africa is full of surprises and unique experiences. Keep an open mind and

embrace the unexpected, as it often leads to the most memorable adventures.

15. Plan for Malaria Prevention



If you are traveling to regions where malaria is prevalent, consult your doctor and
take necessary precautions such as anti-malaria medications and mosquito

repellents.

16. Explore Local Markets

Visit local markets to experience the vibrant colors, smells, and sounds of African
culture. Shop for souvenirs, spices, and traditional crafts while supporting local

artisans.

17. Stay Connected

Although it's always a great idea to disconnect and immerse yourself in nature,
having access to a reliable internet connection can be helpful for navigation,

communication, and accessing important information.

18. Learn About Public Transportation

Public transportation can be a cost-effective way to get around in many African
countries. Familiarize yourself with the local transportation options, such as buses

or trains, to explore beyond the major tourist destinations.

19. Understand Currency Exchange

Each country in Africa may have its own currency. Research the exchange rates
and familiarize yourself with the local currency to avoid any confusion or being

cheated while making transactions.

20. Share Your Knowledge

Be a responsible traveler and share your knowledge and experiences with others.
Encourage sustainable travel practices and promote the preservation of Africa's

natural and cultural heritage.



21. Respect Local Customs

During your visit, respect the local customs, including appropriate dress codes for
religious sites or cultural events. This shows appreciation for the local traditions
and fosters mutual respect.

22. Research Local Safety

Prioritize your safety by researching local safety guidelines and understanding
any potential risks or precautions to take in specific regions.

23. Experience Traditional Music and Dance

Africa is known for its vibrant music and dance traditions. Attend a local
performance or join a traditional music and dance workshop to fully immerse
yourself in the cultural rhythms.

24. Interact with Local Communities

Engage with local communities through homestays, community tourism initiatives,
or volunteering opportunities to gain a deeper understanding of African cultures
and make a positive impact.

25. Read Local Literature

Before your trip, read books by African authors to gain insights into the diverse
histories, stories, and perspectives of the continent.

26. Be Prepared for Power Outages

In some regions of Africa, power outages can be common. Carry a portable
charger or power bank to ensure you can charge your electronic devices when

needed.

27. Take Precautions for Animal Encounters



When exploring wildlife reserves or parks, adhere to park rules and guidelines to
ensure your safety and the well-being of the animals.

28. Enjoy Sunset Safaris

Witnessing a stunning African sunset is a magical experience. Participate in a
sunset safari to capture breathtaking views and create lifelong memories.

29. Learn About Historical Sites

Africa is rich in history, with ancient civilizations and archaeological wonders.
Explore historical sites and ruins to unravel the continent's fascinating past.

30. Respect Traditional Attire

If you have the opportunity, try traditional African attire and respect its cultural
significance. Avoid cultural appropriation by appreciating and acknowledging the
heritage behind the clothing.

31. Stay Aware of Your Surroundings

As with any international travel, it's important to stay aware of your surroundings
and keep your belongings safe. Avoid displaying valuable items openly and be
cautious in crowded areas.

32. Experience Wildlife Conservation Projects

Support wildlife conservation efforts by visiting ethical wildlife sanctuaries or
participating in volunteering programs that aim to protect endangered species.
33. Stay Up to Date with Local News

Stay informed about current events and local news to ensure your travel plans

align with any recent developments or safety concerns.



34. Practice Responsible Photography

Adhere to the rules and regulations surrounding photography in protected areas
or when photographing endangered species. Respect the guidelines set in place
to safeguard these precious resources.

35. Take Part in Eco-friendly Activities

Engage in eco-friendly activities like nature walks, responsible wildlife tours, or
beach clean-ups to contribute to environmental sustainability.

36. Support Local Economies

When making purchases, choose locally-owned businesses, tour operators, and
accommodations to support the local economies and ensure a more authentic

experience.

37. Learn About Tribal Traditions

Africa is home to numerous tribes, each with its own distinct traditions and
customs. Take the time to learn about these tribal cultures and their unique

contributions to African heritage.

38. Be Prepared for Bumpy Roads

Some African regions have rugged terrains and bumpy roads. Be prepared for

longer travel times and carry motion sickness remedies if needed.

39. Take Advantage of Local Guides

Local guides possess extensive knowledge about their regions and can provide

valuable insights and stories that enhance your travel experience.

40. Practice Sustainable Tourism



Minimize your environmental impact by practicing sustainable tourism. Reduce
waste, conserve water, and respect the ecosystems you visit.
41. Engage in Community-Based Tourism

Opt for community-based tourism initiatives that benefit local communities
directly. This allows you to connect with the people, their cultures, and contribute
to their sustainable development.

42. Learn About African Art

Africa has a rich artistic tradition. Visit local art museums or traditional craft
centers to appreciate the diverse range of African art forms, from sculptures to
paintings.

43. Carry Snacks for Long Journeys

During long journeys, having some snacks on hand can be helpful. Carry energy
bars or other non-perishable snacks that can sustain you until the next meal stop.
44. Respect Sacred Sites

Africa is home to numerous sacred sites and places of cultural importance. Show
respect by following any guidelines or restrictions in place when visiting these

sites.

45. Share Your Travel Stories

Share your travel experiences with others through social media, blog posts, or
travel forums. It not only inspires others but also promotes Africa as a destination

worth exploring.

46. Discover African Music Genres



Explore the various genres of African music, from Afrobeat to Highlife. Attend live

performances or visit music venues to immerse yourself in the rhythmic melodies.

47. Be Prepared for Language Differences

Africa is home to over 2,000 languages. English, French, and Portuguese are
commonly spoken, but it's beneficial to learn a few local phrases or carry a

phrasebook for the regions you plan to visit.

48. Keep an Open Eye for Street Food

Street food in Africa offers delightful flavors and culinary experiences. Be
adventurous and try local street food stalls, but make sure to choose clean and

hygienic vendors.

49. Interact with African Wildlife

Take part in ethical wildlife encounters such as gorilla trekking or swimming with
dolphins. These experiences provide a deeper connection with Africa's incredible

biodiversity.

50. Create Lifelong Memories

Lastly, make the most of your African adventure by creating lifelong memories.
Embrace the beauty, authenticity, and diversity of the continent while cherishing

the moments you experience along the way.

Now armed with these 50 travel tips from local experts, you're ready to embark
on your African journey with confidence and a deeper understanding of the

continent. Happy travels!
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Are you excited about planning your next trip?

Do you want to try something new?

Would you like some guidance from a local?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then this Greater Than a Tourist

book is for you.

a Most travel books tell you how to travel like a tourist. Although there is nothing
wrong with that, as part of the Greater Than a Tourist series, this book will give

you travel tips from someone who has lived at your next travel destination.

In these pages, you will discover advice that will help you throughout your stay.
This book will not tell you exact addresses or store hours but instead will give you
excitement and knowledge from a local that you may not find in other smaller

print travel books.
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Travel like a local. Slow down, stay in one place, and get to know the people and

the culture. By the time you finish this book, you will be eager and prepared to

travel to your next destination.
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