50 Common Scams: The Ten Cardinal Sins
and Another Ten Sins in Thai Life

Scams are prevalent in today's society, and it is crucial to stay informed and
vigilant to avoid falling victim to them. In this article, we will discuss 50 common
scams, focusing on the ten cardinal sins and another ten sins prevalent in Thai
life. Whether you are a traveler or a resident, being aware of these scams can

protect you from financial loss and ensure your safety.

1. The Pickpocket Ploy

This timeless scam is a classic. The pickpocket works alone or in a group,
targeting busy streets or public transportation. They distract their victims with
something like a spilled drink or a fake fight while discreetly picking their pockets.

Always be cautious of your personal belongings and stay alert in crowded areas.

2. The "Change" Cheat

Another common scam is when a vendor or taxi driver "forgets" to give you the
correct change. To avoid falling prey to this, always have smaller bills and verify

the change you receive before walking away.
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3. The Fake Prize

Scammers will approach you claiming you won a prize, but to claim it, you must
first pay a fee or provide personal information. Remember, if it sounds too good to

be true, it probably is.

4. The Tourist Trap

Thailand, known for its vibrant tourism, attracts many tourists every year. This
also makes it a hotspot for scammers. Beware of inflated tour prices, fake travel
agencies, and unauthorized tour guides. Always use reputable agencies and

research ahead of time.

5. The Fake Charity

Scammers pretend to be from charitable organizations, urging you to make a
donation. Always contribute to well-known and established charities directly rather

than giving money to strangers on the street.

6. The Overcharged Taxi

Taxis often overcharge tourists, especially if they know you are not familiar with
the fare. Before entering a taxi, ensure they use their meter or negotiate the fare

upfront.

7. The Friendship Bracelet
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Scammers will approach you, offering a friendship bracelet or accessory. Once
you accept, they demand an exorbitant amount of money. Politely decline any

offers from strangers to avoid this scam.

8. The ATM Skimmer

Always use ATMs located in well-lit and busy areas, and be cautious of any
suspicious-looking devices attached to the machine. Scammers use these

devices to collect your card details and steal your money.

9. The Rental Scam

If you plan to rent a vehicle in Thailand, be careful of bogus rental companies or
scare tactics claiming damages. Document the condition of the vehicle before

renting and ensure you go through reputable companies.

10. The Fake Goods

Thailand is famous for its street markets and shopping opportunities. However,
fake goods are prevalent, particularly in popular tourist areas. Exercise caution

and verify the authenticity of items before making a purchase.

Another Ten Sins in Thai Life:

11. The Temple Visit Donation

Many tourists visit temples in Thailand, and scammers take advantage of this by
pretending to be temple employees asking for donations. Donate directly to the

temple or look for official collection boxes.

12. The Tuk-Tuk Tussle

Tuk-tuk drivers often try to overcharge tourists for short distances. Negotiate the

fare before embarking on your journey and ensure it is reasonable.



13. The Jet Ski Damage Scam

When renting jet skis at beach destinations, owners may claim there is damage to
the vehicle and demand an excessive repair fee. Always inspect the jet ski before

renting and take pictures of pre-existing damages.

14. The Visa Extension Assistance

Scammers offer to help tourists extend their visas for a fee and then disappear
without providing any assistance. Consult with official immigration offices or your

embassy for visa-related queries and requirements.

15. The Gemstone Scam

Gemstone scams are common in Thailand, where scammers sell low-quality or
fake gemstones at inflated prices. Consult with reputable gem stores or seek

advice from a gemologist before making a purchase.

16. The All-Inclusive Scam

Hotels or tour packages claiming to be all-inclusive may have hidden charges or
additional fees. Read the fine print and clarify all the details before booking or

paying for any all-inclusive offers.

17. The Fake Policemen

Scammers dressed as policemen may approach tourists, accusing them of
various offenses, and demand a "fine." Always ask to see their identification and

insist on contacting your embassy or local authorities.

18. The Wrong Currency Exchange

When exchanging currency, be cautious of unlicensed exchange booths or

individuals offering better rates. Stick to authorized currency exchange locations



and compare rates before making the exchange.

19. The Overbooked Hotel

Some scammers claim your booked hotel is overbooked and offer an alternative,
which is often of lower quality. Always call the hotel directly to confirm any

changes or issues concerning your reservation.

20. The Fake Travel Insurance

Scammers may approach travelers with offers for cheap travel insurance, but it
often doesn't cover anything substantial. Choose reputable insurance providers

or consult with your travel agency for reliable options.

Being knowledgeable about common scams is crucial to ensure your safety and
protect yourself from financial loss. Remember to always stay alert, trust your
instincts, and do thorough research before making any financial commitments or
sharing personal information. By staying informed, you can enjoy your time in

Thailand without falling for any of these pitfalls.
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The bundle of three books that warn of the dangers and common mistakes that
people make when in Thailand. Essential reading for tourists as the information
contained can save you a fortune, as well as serious grief. For those that are
considering relocating to Thailand or taking up with a Thai lady, the information is

invaluable. It's better to know before you go.
Titles contained within the bundle are:

Thailand: Scam Land, 50 Common Scams
Thailand: The Ten Cardinal Sins
Thailand: Another Ten Sins
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