
10 Must-Have Resources for UPSC Prelims,
Mains, and Other Competitive Exams
The UPSC (Union Public Service Commission) which conducts various exams in
India, including the Civil Services Examination, is known for its high competition
and difficulty level. To crack UPSC Prelims, Mains, and other competitive exams,
aspirants need to be well-prepared with the right resources. In this article, we will
explore ten essential resources that are extremely useful for UPSC Prelims,
Mains, and several other exams.

1. NCERT Books

NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training) books play a
crucial role in building a strong foundation for any exam. For UPSC Prelims and
Mains, NCERT books from Class VI to Class XII covering subjects like History,
Geography, Science, etc., are highly recommended. These books provide in-
depth knowledge and help in understanding basic concepts.

2. Standard Reference Books

In addition to NCERT books, aspirants must refer to standard textbooks
recommended by experts. For subjects like Indian Polity, Economy, Environment,
and General Science, books by renowned authors like M. Laxmikanth, Ramesh
Singh, Shankar IAS, and Arihant Publication are considered essential. These
books are comprehensive and cover the entire syllabus.
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3. Current Affairs Magazines

Keeping yourself updated with current affairs is essential to excel in the UPSC
exams. Magazines like 'Civil Services Chronicle,' 'Yojana,' and 'Pratiyogita
Darpan' provide in-depth coverage of national and international affairs. They also
offer valuable insights, analysis, and practice questions to enhance your
preparation.

4. Online Study Portals

The internet has revolutionized the world of education and UPSC preparation is
no exception. Online study portals like UPSC Mantra, ClearIAS, and StudyIQ
offer a wide range of resources, including video lectures, study materials, practice
tests, and daily current affairs updates. These portals are accessible anytime,
anywhere, making it convenient for aspirants.

5. Previous Years' Question Papers

Studying previous years' question papers gives you an understanding of the
exam pattern, the type of questions asked, and the areas that need more focus.
UPSC Prelims and Mains question papers from the past five to ten years are

FREE

http://contentscompass.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHF3WWlFK0hFdkQ4c2tDUVVqdVpIQ1RvT1gxUFJYVU15TDN5dXl2NVlHWEg3ZVZqdE5jN1dhQjA5b2lZM1JMYStVVFdVU3FQdkN1Y25xUkxPeEhWeHAzalhXZXpBb2ZFZlE1SWJINlcrWERiUHpuVjlWck52Yy9KTHBrNklxelZEWklHMUdRTDMvRVprcVVUMjYxbXlZNEFFOTc5VFRkSW9mQWNYWit3TXRZND0=:f4.pdf
http://contentscompass.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcHF3WWlFK0hFdkQ4c2tDUVVqdVpIQ1RvT1gxUFJYVU15TDN5dXl2NVlHWEg3ZVZqdE5jN1dhQjA5b2lZM1JMYStVVFdVU3FQdkN1Y25xUkxPeEhWeHAzalhXZXpBb2ZFZlE1SWJINlcrWERiUHpuVjlWck52Yy9KTHBrNklxelZEWklHMUdRTDMvRVprcVVUMjYxbXlZNEFFOTc5VFRkSW9mQWNYWit3TXRZND0=:f4.pdf


easily available online and by solving them, you can assess your preparation
level and identify weak areas.

6. Mock Tests and Test Series

Practice makes perfect, and mock tests play a crucial role in improving your
speed and accuracy. Many coaching institutes and online platforms offer mock
tests and test series specifically designed for UPSC Prelims and Mains. Taking
these tests regularly helps in time management, boosts confidence, and provides
a real exam-like experience.

7. Government Reports and Acts

For subjects like Indian Polity and Economy, referring to important government
reports and acts is necessary. Reports like the Economic Survey, Budget, and
data from government websites provide current statistics, policies, and important
information. Familiarizing yourself with these documents will help you in
answering analytical and application-based questions.

8. Newspapers and Magazines

Reading newspapers like 'The Hindu' and 'Indian Express' on a regular basis is
crucial for staying updated with current affairs. Newspapers provide valuable
editorial articles, opinions, analyses, and interviews that add depth to your
understanding of various issues. Additionally, magazines like 'Frontline' and
'Down to Earth' give insights into key topics relevant for the exams.

9. Online Discussion Forums

Participating in online forums, such as Reddit, Quora, and UPSC forums, can be
extremely beneficial. These platforms provide an opportunity to interact with like-
minded aspirants, discuss doubts, share knowledge, and gain insights from



experienced candidates. Moreover, you can get valuable tips and strategies from
successful candidates to enhance your preparation.

10. Personal Notes and Mind Maps

Lastly, creating personal notes and mind maps while studying is a highly effective
technique. Summarizing important points, keywords, and concepts in your own
language helps in better retention and revision. Mind maps, especially for
subjects like History and Geography, help in visualizing the connections between
various topics.

Cracking UPSC Prelims, Mains, and other competitive exams demands a
comprehensive and systematic approach. By utilizing the ten resources
mentioned above, aspirants can ensure a well-rounded and effective preparation.
Remember to stay consistent, dedicated, and focused throughout your journey,
and success will surely follow. Best of luck!
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International organization, institution drawing membership from at least three
states, having activities in several states, and whose members are held together
by a formal agreement, The Union of International Associations, a coordinating
body, differentiates between the more than 250 international governmental
organizations (IGOs), which have been established by intergovernmental
agreements and whose members are states, and the approximately 6,000
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), whose members are associations or
individuals. It is important for UPSC Prelims and Other Exams.
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So Cute It Hurts Vol.: A Perfect Blend of
Romance and Comedy
Are you ready to embark on a rollercoaster ride of laughter and love?
Look no further than So Cute It Hurts Vol., a manga series that combines
heartwarming romance with...

Second Edition Dover On Physics - Exploring
the Depths of Scientific Knowledge
Physics is a fascinating field that delves into the fundamental laws and
principles governing our universe. Understanding the intricacies of
physics not only expands...
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Are you looking to enhance your powerboat driving skills and take your
experience on the water to the next level? If so, you've come to the right
place! In...
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The Magnificent Tomb of Akbar in Agra - A
Testament of Grandeur
Agra, the city known for the iconic Taj Mahal, harbors another marvel that
shares equal grandeur and historical significance - the Tomb of Akbar.
Located in Sikandra, a...

From Rags to Riches: Moses Malone's Inspiring
Life and NBA Career
When discussing the greatest players in the history of the National
Basketball Association (NBA), one name that cannot be ignored is Moses
Malone. His rise from poverty...
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